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INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 

Addressed io Mrs. Rmg, of Reading, Berks. 



MY DEAR MADAM, 

^WhIle reading to ycRi some of the ori- 
ginal Letters of which this Volume is 
composed, addressed by our revered 
friend, the late Rev, John Newton, to 
my beloved parents, you observed, " It 
is selfish to retain such a treasure in the 
bosom of your own family;" and ex- 
pressed a wish that they might be c^red 
to the public, and particularly to the 
afflicted and nervoucfy dejected, for their 
edification. The same wish has been ex- 
pressed by some other respected friends; 
with which I now cheerfully comply. 
These Letters were written in the free- 
dom of cordial and confidential friend- 
ship, without any view toward their 
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publication; but I hope I may feel per- 
suaded, that the beiugiiaiit smile m^mii I 
always received from the writer, durii^ 
his vi^ts to my velatii^s, wotnkl not ntw, 
were he living, be changed into a frown; 
and that could my departed parents be 
consulted, their cheerful acquiescence 
would be readily G^tain^ ft)r thefr fto*- 
tiber carculatian, m the coniieiit iiape of 
theif^ wDfre extended wiefiitoess. In smmI* 
img them to th& press, I have but 'one Ibd- 
ing c^' rehietance, which I am persuaded 
my beio^^ parents in the sMfie txisewoiikl 
have had: k is 1^is,«--thattheh' Ihtieacts 
ef friendship Mid CSuristian love sfaoakl 
be made so public; but I kmmy&wwBgree 
with me, that their statem^it oo\id net 
be suppressed, wkhwit doing injuBtk^td 
the character of our lEevetend ami vaiued 
friends When I • oon^er those note 'ctf 
friendship were only «uch as became A6 
Christian diai?aeter, I saerifioe my vdkic* 
tance to ithtar fmfalicity, to the ardent ^e^^ 
sire, that the$e excellent Letters may be 
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found as consoling to others under afflic- 
tion, as they were to those to whom they 
were originaOy addressed; and as, under 
the weight of various heavy trials, I have 
found them myself. To you, my dear 
and kind friend, I owe my best thanks 
for your voluntary assistance in trans- 
cribing them for the press; and the Chris- 
tian public will be also indebted to you 
fiw the addition which you have made to 
their number, of original Letters received 
by you from the same writer. May the 
perusal of the volume which is ushered 
into the world with your approbation, 
prove to you a source of consolation 
whenever your spirits may require sup- 
port; iind that you and your invaluable 
and highly esteemed partner may long 
eij^oy the rich blessings so often implored 
for you by our reverend and mutual 
friend, is the heart-felt desire of, 
My dear madam, 

Your very aflFectionate 
and gratefiil friend, 

* THE EDITOR. 
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LETTERS. 



LETTER I. 

BIY DEAB S^B, 

JLhe interviews i iisd with you in London, though 
Bbort and few, were sufficient to make me willing, 
Terj willing, to accept your obliging invitation to S. 
But at that time, and from that time, till within this 
week, such a visit appeared to me rather desirable 
than practicable. My business lies at home, and I am 
not, or would not be hasty to move till I can see the 
Cloud and Pillar moving before me. I think some- 
thing of a Providential call, or leading, or opening, 
makes a journey or a visit much more pleasant. Some 
such openings seem to point out my way to Lymington, 
particularly the desire of my honored friend Mr. T. 
Thornton, who wishes me to be some time with him 
there, and at the Isle of Wight. This desire ought 
to have with tae the force of a command, when it is in 
my power to comply. We have a dear girl about 
thirteen, who has a hectic, and other complaints,* and 
just about the time that Mr. T. mentioned his in- 
tended journey, the physician wished she might go to 
the salt-wftter. Previous to all this, some months ago, 
a gentleman who lives at or near this very Lymington, 

* MiM CiumiDgham, a niece of Mrs. Newton'f. 

B 
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a person whom I had nerer seen, or had any know- 
ledge of, called on me at Charles'-Square, to invite 
me and mine to his house, having somehow heard, 
as he said, that some one in the family had occasion 
to use the salt-water. Had an excursion from London 
to the salt-water been the only point in view, I should 
have thought of no place so soon, and with so much 
pleasure as S. ; but there are some other circumstances, 
besides what I owe to Mr. T. which make me think 
the path of duty will lead me to L. But I can assure 
you my heart has jumped at the thought that I should 
have opportunity of i>aying my respects to you and 
Mrs. T. by the way ; provided you are at home, and 
that it is convenient to you to receive us at this time, of 
which I shall hope for the favor of a line from you to 
inform me before I set out. If the time fixed should 
suit you to receive us, I promise myself much plea- 
sure in waiting upon you; I have likewise another 
reason for wishing to see S. I was there so long ago 
as the year 36, in the shape of a little sailor boy. My 
father was master of a ship, and took in a lading of 
com for Spain. It was my first voyage to sea. I 
love to revisit the spots where I spent a part of my 
early life ; it revives the ideas of things and events 
long passed, and I hope the contrast between my 
situation then, and what it is now, will strike me when 
I return to the same place, with some profitable im- 
pressions ; — ^for, alas ! at the best I am too faintly 
affected with a review of the wonderftd way by whidb 
the Lord has led me thus far through the wilderness. 
The turns of my life have been extraordinary, and 
perhaps have appeared more so to you and to many, 
than I fear they do to myself. I saw our good friend 
Mr. S. the other day ; he is pretty well, and talks of 
writing to you by me. The Lord, all-sufficient, has 
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gradoinly siqtported luiii under his late trials and 
ehanges. The Femoral of dear Mrs. S. was a heavj 
loss to her family, and sensihlj felt by many of her 
jBtiends. Mrs. Newton and I had a share in it ; we 
loved and respected her greatly ; hut the Lord does all 
things w^, and it wiU never be quite well with any 
of us, till we follow her to the land of light, and join 
wfth her, and with the innumerable company before 
tl^ throne, in songs of praise to Him who loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood. 

We join in love and respects to you and Mrs. T. 
I am, dear sir. 
Your affectionate and obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Charles'-Squure, Hoxton, 
July 20th, 1784. 



LETTER IL 

MY DEAR SIB, 

Appearances are so against me, that if you and 
Mrs. T. have thought me ungrateful, I cannot wonder. 
The truth is, my time slips away so pleasantly and 
insensibly here, that it was not till last night I found 
out that I had passed five whole days since I saw you 
without writing to you. I almost started at the thought, 
like a person suddenly awakened from a sound sleep. 
I now beg your pardon, and would promise to behave 
bettar upon the like occasion hereafter, if I did not 
know myself a little too well to venture to promise 
mudi in future. However, I do hope I may thus far 
engage, that neither I, nor Mrs. Newton, nor Eliza, 
can easily forget the kindness we received at S. We 
performed our journey hither without any inconve- 
B 2 
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nience, except what we felt from sympathy with poor 
William, and a little likewise we sympathized with 
your horses. I think neither yow coachman nor your 
horses ever travelled so many miles in worse weather. 
I ought to have written the very next day, in hopes of 
hearing that William got no cold, nor your horses any 
damage, hy us. I cannot yet inform you how long I 
shall stay here. When I was with you I felt myself 
so comfortably at home, that I could have been well 
content to have made your house the end of my journey. 
I shall find the like reluctance, for the like reasons, to 
leave Mr. E.'s house. But it was necessary I should 
leave you to come hither ; and it will be necessary for 
me to leave Mr. E. to return to you, and then I must 
leave you again to return home. It is well I am to go 
home, for I could have no good heart to go any where 
else after visiting Hampshire. But home (as they 
say) is home. There is my church, my people, the 
appointed sphere of my service ; and after the great 
indulgence I have in this excursion, I hope I shall 
return with a good grace, and apply myself with 
dieerfulness to the duties of my situation, though in 
the midst of the noise and smoke of London. What 
an^unspeakable mercy to be pleased with being where 
the Lord would have us be. On Sunday evening I 
expounded to a few in a house Mr. T. had taken at 
K. Our room and our auditory were both small, but 
I was well received. This is aU I have hitherto done 
in the preaching way, except morning and evening as 
Mr. E.'s chaplain to his family. But I am the Lord's 
servant; He knows I am here, and what He would 
have me to do. Therefore I am well content to sit 
quiet and learn ; something I hope I shall learn one 
day or other. I may at least study to be quiet. Every 
thing around me is delightful. I ride, walk^ am aloae, 
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or in company, read or write, just as I please. I 
want nothing but more thankfulness to the Lord, and 
more intimate communion with Him. It is a mercy to 
know that these are things above all others truly de- 
sirable. Accept my best love and thanks, and believe 
me to be 

Your affectionate and obliged servant, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

P., near L., 
12th August, 1784. 



LETTER III. 

MY DBAB SIB, 

The first office I intended for my silver pen, was 
to give you information of pur safe arrival in Charles'- 
Square. Accordingly I now hansel it. I vnll not 
search for silver words to express our thanks to you 
and Mrs. T. for your great kindness ; suffice it to say 
that we love you dearly. May the Lord, for whose 
sake you took us strangers in, reward you. But words 
of gold would not be sufficient to express the praise 
due to our good and great Shepherd, who led us out in 
peace, was with us by the way in our journey, and 
brought us home in safety. He preserved our habita- 
tion likewise, and those whom we left behind, so 
that we saw or heard nothing upon our return to cause 
uneasiness. 

We reached Hook in about three hours after we 
left you, and arrived at home a little before four. My 
dear's head is not quite well to-day. Eliza was a 
little fatigued, but a dish or rather many dishes of tea, 
refreshed us. We unite in making up a parcel of our 
best love to you, Mrs. T., and all your young peofde, 
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with our hearty thanks to each and all of them, for the 
kindness they shewed us. 

I seem at present a stranger eyen at home, but by 
to-morrow (I hope) my thoughts will get into their owH 
channel, and I hope (and beg your prayers for it) that 
the Lord will enable me to benefit by the recollectioB 
of what I have seen or heard while abroad. My late 
excursion was very pleasant, but I ought to wish it may 
be made profitable. But I have had long experience 
how little I am able to improve by the most desirable 
advantages, and how little I am affected by a combina- 
tion of the greatest mercies. I may express all my 
coiQplaints in one short sentence, lam a poor creature; 
and all my hopes and comforts may be summed up as 
briefly, by saying, / have a rich and gracious Saviour. 
Full as I am in myself of inconsistencies and conflicts, 
I have in Him a measure of peace. He foimd me in a 
waste howling wilderness ; He redeemed me from the 
house of misery and bondage, and though I have been 
ungrateful and perverse. He has not yet forsaken me ; 
I trust He never will ; ** unsustained by thee I fall ;" 
but He is able to hold even me up ; to pity, support and 
supply me to the end of life. How suitable a Saviour ; 
He is made all things to those who Aat;e nothing, and is 
engaged to help those who can do nothing. I expect 
this will come in season to tell you, that while you are 
reading it, I hope my heart will be thinking of you, 
and desiring a Sabbath's blessing upon you and yours. 
I shall then be preparing to meet my beloved people at 
St. Mary, Woolnoth. Think of me in the same way ; 
pray for me, that I may return to them *' in the fulness 
of the blessings of the Gospel of Christ." Though we 
are near eighty miles distant from each other, we can 
easily meet at the throne of grace. Prayer can ascend 
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from S. aud London, and bring back an answer of bless- 
ings to both places in the same minute. I hare still the 
same light and the same sun as when I wasi with you, 
and thus the Lord is the same, and equally near to us 
all. What an honor and privilege is it to know the 
way to the mercy-seat, and to be permitted to plead in 
that name which always prevails. 

TeU Mrs. K. I shall not forget her request. I hope 
the Lord will spare her child, to be a comfort to her ; 
but should He appoint otherwise. He will be faithful to 
^is promise, and make her strength equal to her day. 
I can venture to assure her, that the child shall cer- 
tainly recover, if He who is infinitely wise, sees it best 
for her upon the whole. But we are short-sighted 
creatures, not only unworthy, but unable to choose for 
ourselves ; if the choice was left to us, it would be our 
wisdom to refer it back to Him, and we may be sure 
that He does not willingly grieve or afflict us. He 
takes no pleasure in seeing us weep and mourn ; rather, 
every day brings us ten thousand proofs that He 
deUghteth in our prosperity. When we are in heavi- 
nesS) therefore, there is a need-be for it — faithful are 
the wounds of such a friend ; they are made no sooner, 
' nor longer, than the exigency of the case requires ; and 
He who wounds has promised likewise to heal. He is 
all sufficient, and can give more than He will ever take 
away from his children. I trust she will find power to 
commit herself, and her every concern, into His hands ; 
and that she will have reason to acknowledge, from 
day to day, that He doth all things well. 
I am, very sincerely, 
Dear sir, 
Your affectionate and much obliged servant, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Chailtts'-Square, 3rd Sept. 1784. 
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LETTER IV. 

MY DEAR SIR AND MADAM, 

My first letter is due to you, and if I waB to fill it 
with thanks, I should not say half enough. Let me 
say once more I thank you, we both thank you, we all 
thank you. The Lord brought us home safely at three 
o'clock. Eliza bore her journey very well. B. and I 
followed in good time. We had a very pleasant 
journey. St. Paul's struck six when we came to it. 

I am now to get into my round again. When I saw 
your horse* the other morning going round and round 
with the wheel, it reminded me of myself. The hori^ 
would be better pleased, I suppose, if he was at liberty 
to scamper about ; but his service and usefulness depend 
upon treading the same steps over and over again. So 
I, if I had my will, might perhaps be seen sometimes 
in twenty places distant from home, and ofien at S., 
but the wheel to which I am fastened, and which marks 
out the track and circle of my duty, is in London. 
Your horse I suppose is blinded to prevent his growing 
giddy. I do not wish to be blinded, but I wish to 
move simply and quietly step by step in the Lord's 
path without looking about me, without questioning or 
reasoning. I am not my own, but belong of right to 
Him who paid my ransom, and delivered me from the 
house of bondage, from the power of Satan, and there- 
fore I am not to do my own will, or be at my own dis- 
posal. This is my duty, and it is my privilege like- 
wise. For He who requires me to give up all to Him, 
engages to be, and to do all for me. I shall not want, 
I need not fear, if the Lord be my Shepherd. O what 

♦ Before Mr. T's toiUs went by water. 
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a guardi what a guide, what a protector, what a com- 
forter is He to all who put their trust in Him, and 
devote themselves to His wiU« 

My late visit was pleasant, and I hope in the review 
of what passed I shall be enabled to find some profit. 
As iron sharpeneth iron, so there is a mutual benefit 
arising from the communications of Christians who 
meet and converse in a right spirit. I would be thank- 
ful for what I know of this, and wish to be thankful 
that I have been at S. twice, and I can truly say that 
I shall be very willing to go a third time, if the Lord 
should ever make my way clear to you, I know no 
place to which inclination would sooner lead m% or 
where I seem to feel more at home. I shall think of 
Mrs. T. daily, till I hear of the event, of which I hope 
you will favour me with as early an information as you 
conveniently can. I send her Nehem. ch. i. verse 7. 
as a good cordial, which has been tried and approved 
by many. 

I am, dear sir and madam. 
Your much obliged and affectionate, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

HoxtoD, 
17th September, 1785. 



LETTER V. 

MY DEAR MADAM, 

I MUST address a line or two to you. I have good 
reason to think of you and Mr. T. daily, and could 
wish, if I durst wish for any thing, to be nearer you, 
and more with you. But we are placed like centinels 
in our respective posts, and we must not leave them, 
oftener, nor longer, than our great Commander directs. 
B 5 
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I believe both you and I see cause to be tbankftil for 
the situation He has allotted us. Mine is not wholly 
without its trials, but its comforts and advantages are 
more numerous and important. I can truly say that if 
I had only inclination to consult, you would see me 
frequently, and my visits would probably be longer 
than my last was. I left you with regret, though I 
was coming home. I suppose your time of confinement 
is drawing near; when it comes I trust the Lord will be 
tiear likewise, and repeat to you the former experience 
you have had of His goodness. I hope Mr. T. will 
favour me with early notice of it, that I may join with 
you in thanksgiving. Our children send their love and 
duty. Eliza is a considerable sufferer, and we sympa- 
thize with her, but my dear is pretty well, and I trust 
the Lord does and will support her, whatever the issue 
tnay be. He is wise and good in all His dealings, and 
His mercies to us are new every morning, and nume- 
rous as the minutes of ouf lives. I have had a desire of 
living to Him for thirty years past and more, but I am 
a poor proficient, and a poor servant to this day ; but as 
I live upon His bounty so I would rely upon His 
grace ; I have nothing else to support my hope, for 
not only am I a sinner, but I see and feel sin in my 
very best, and were it not for the blood of sprinkling, 
and the power and compassion of our great High- 
Priest, despair would overwhelm me at last, — ^but those 
words, (which I am sure are true,) "He is able to 
save to the uttermost," are an anchor of hope from 
which the enemy has not been permitted to force me. 

I have begun to preach (on Sunday evenings,) from 
the Book of Jonah. It bears a near resemblance to 
my own history, and I need not go far, nor consult 
many books, to explain the workings of the heart of 
man, from Jonah's case. The recollection of 'many 
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parts of my past life, and many feelings of my own 
heart to this day, will furnish me with something to 
say upon it. When the path of duty led to the East, 
I have foolishly and obstinately set my face to the 
West. I have suffered by storms, which my own 
sins have raised, and if I never was in the belly of a 
fish, I have been in my own apprehensions, in the 
mouth of Hell ! I have had my gourds likewise, and 
while I have been, admiring them, a worm has been 
sent to the root. Some of them have faded, and some 
of them are still spared. The crowning wonder and 
mercy of all is, that I am still spared myself ! 

We join in love and thanks to you and Mr. T. We 
remember all the younger part of your family with 
much love. 

Please to remember us affectionately to Mr., Mrs., 
and Miss K, The Lord be with you, dear Madam, and 
bless you indeed. This is the sincere and bounden 
prayer of 

Your much obliged and affectionate, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

HoztoD, 
lit October, 1785. 



LETTER VL 

MY DEAR SIB, 

I ADDRESS my letter to you this time, to prevent 
the contents of it coming too abruptly upon Mrs. T., 
which might be the case if Mr. T. should open it in 
her presence. Our dear Eliza never went out of doors 
after she came home from you. She had a succession 
and a variety of pains and maladies, but on the 6th 
instant, (the day three weeks from her leaving your 
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hospitable roof,) the Lord delivered her from them alL 
This is the dark side of the dispensation ; I hove not 
time, nor words to describe the bright side, but I may 
hereafter attempt to draw np some brief account of 
her, which, if I do, will surely find its way to S. 
Four days we expected her dismission every hour, and 
though she suffered much, we could not but be thank- 
ful she continued so long. Her peace and confidence 
in God were abiding ; her mouth was filled with words 
of grace, comforting or exhorting all around her. 
Often she declared she would not change conditions 
with any person upon earth, nor be willing to live 
longer Uere, even if restored to perfect health, for all 
that the world, or a thousand such worlds can afford. 
She smiled upon pain, she smiled upon death; for 
when she went, which seemed to be in a sort of slum- 
ber, she had reclined her cheek gently upon her hand, 
and there was almost a smile left upon her counte- 
nance. I can answer for her, as for myself, and Mrs. 
Newton, that she brought home with her a thankful 
sense of the great kindness she received at S., and 
spoke of you all with much affection and gratitude. 
Mr. and Mrs. T. knew, I trust, how our hearts beat 
towards them. I am glad of this opportunity of ex- 
pressing my particular thanks to you for your very 
obliging attention to Mrs. N. and the dear child, for 
which I shall always hold myself your debtor. Could 
I pray as I ought and wish, I would make you large 
returns in that way. May the Lord God of your 
father be your God; may you together with his name 
and fortune inherit his character and spirit, and be no 
less respected, no less beloved, no less useful than he. 

My dear sir, when sweet Eliza was dying, I almost 
wished it practicable to have set my door open, and 
invited all who passed by to come in and see what it 
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11 to die in the Lord, and to hear what a child under 
fifte^i could say of His goodness, and of the vanity of 
every thing short of His favour. 

Please to give our hearty love to Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Remember us likewise affectionately to Mr. Samuel, 
and the Miss T.'s, and Mr. K., and his house. 
I am, dear sir, 
Yomr much obliged servant, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
8th October, 1785. 

Mrs. Newton hopes Mr. T. will receive two phea- 
sants by the mail coach to-morrow morning. 

2%M later is directed to " Mr. Walter T—.junr.'' 



LETTER VIL 

MT DEAB MADAM, 

YouB letter, which we received last night, did us 
good ; we longed to hear of you, and were sometimes 
iiill of fears, but when I considered whose you are, 
and whom you serve, I was more easy. You are in 
safe hands ; the everlasting arms which hold the stars 
in their courses, are underneath you ; the Lord is your 
shepherd and keeper, your sun and shield ; why then 
should I fear for you ? Or why should you fear for 
yourself? I hope you do not. 

• Yes, madam, Uie Lord has done great things for us 
since we came home. He sent a chariot of love for 
dear Eliza. We almost saw her mount. Surely she 
was in Heaven, and Heaven in her, before she left 
the earth. The manner of her dismission had a 
merciful effect upon us, so that, though it was in one 
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view like ^nilling off a limb, yel upon the whole we felt 
that praises were much more suitable for us than 
complaints. I still we^ for her more or less every 
day, but I thank the Lord I have not dropped one tear 
of sorrow. My dear likewise has been wonderfully 
supported. 

By yesterday's post I sent to Mr. T. and to Mr. K. 
the Uttle narrative I have printed of Eliza's transla- 
tion to glory. I will send Mr. T. two or three more 
if I can find a conveyance. I only printed for my 
friends ; none will be published. Just at the time I 
wrote it, I could not have written an account fit for the 
public to see, but friends will have patience to hear 
little particulars as they occur to mind. The Lord 
bless and support you through your expected trial. 
May you again be the joyful mother of a lively and a 
lovely infant. We join in best love to Mr. T. We 
send our love likewise to every branch and twig in 
both the families. In particular I thank Miss K. for 
her letter to B. ; please to tell her that I dropped 
several tears upon it. I love her doubly for the kind 
mention she makes of Eliza. The dear child has left 
me deeply in debt. I feel myself under obligations to 
every body who looked kindly upon her, or spoke 
kindly to her. Judge then (if you can), bow we fed 
towards Mr. and Mrs. T. on her account. If I oould 
make gold as fast as your mill makes blocks, I coidd 
not repay you, but love is better than gold. I will 
keep paying you in love as long as I live. 

I purposed leaving the remaining part of the paper 
far my dear to fill up, but she says her head is very 
poorly, and has been for some days. I hope in her 
judgment she is perfectly satisfied with the Lord's will, 
but her feelings have been strong, and if her health 
and nerves are affected for a time, I shall have still 
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t^inse I hope to be thankM that she is no worse. She 
lias had bat an imcomfortable sort of head smce the 
year 1776, when she was seized with a violent nervous 
disorder, which though the Lord graciously relieved her 
firom, within about a year, she has been more apt to 
suffer by changes, surprizes, and cares, since that 
period, than before. I observe that nerves are such 
obstinate things that they will neither yield to reason 
nor to Scripture. But the promises of God are sure, 
whatever our feelings may be for the time, if our faith 
and hope be bottomed upon Hif good word, we shall 
not be disappointed in the end. Once more I com- 
mend you, and all dear to you, to the keeping of the 
great Shepherd, and remain, 

Your very affectionate and much obliged friend, 

JOHN NEWTON, 
S8th October, 1785. 



LETTER VIII. 

T%e former part of this Letter was written by Mrs. 
Newton. 

MY DEAB MA1>AM, 

Yesterday I had a pheasant sent me; it im- 
mediately occurred to me, "Perhaps dear Mrs. T, 
eeuld eat a bit." 

The fear of being too late for the coach made me do 
it up in great haste, with a line. My dear B. had 
just finished me a shawl, which I thought very pretty, 
afnd as you were about leaving your chamber, hoped 
you would not be angry if I begged your acceptance of 
it, as it is very warm, and B. is quite willing to do me 
another, and is glad I thought of it. We have thought 
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and talked of you, and dear Mr. T.'s kindness to ui 
I believe every day since we had the pleasure of being 
with you, and we should be glad to hear from or of you 
as often as convenient. I have not been very well 
since we left S., but am not quite confined to the house. 
I wish I could tell you that I am much humbled and 
thankful, and felt as I ought, but I must not begin, for 
fear I should not know how to leave oflP, as your spirits 
are weak, and mine are not strong. 

( Continued hy 'Mr. Newton,) 

My dear says I must write a bit, I am sure I am 
willing, but am generally a little lazy on Sunday even- 
ings, and to-day I have preached three times ; but I 
expect to be very busy to-morrow, and therefore while 
I am smoking my pipe before supper, I take up my 
pen to you. Ah, madam, I could not have known you 
and Mr. T. without loving you, though I had never 
visited you at S. but your great kindness to us, stand- 
ing in connexion with sweet Eliza's sickness and death, 
and the comfortable entertainment she had under your 
hospitable roof, has bound my heart to you in a pecu- 
liar manner. Had she lived and recovered to be quite 
well, I hope I should not have been ungrateful ; but I 
seem to feel it more sensibly because she is gone. 

I hope the Lord has graciously comforted yon in 
your confinement, and that you are growing strong 
every day, and will soon be restored to your family, 
and to the house of the Lord. May the Lord grant 
my dear friends as much comfort in all your children, 
as we had in sweet Eliza, and if it please Him, without 
the abatement of sickness, or the pain of an eariy se- 
paration. But why do I say pain ? If I must call it 
pain, (and surely I felt it) I must likewise say, it was 
a delightful, desirable pain, preferable to all the plea- 
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inxes sucli a world as this can afford. I little doubt 
but you who are real parents, could part with your 
children without reluctance, upon the same terms. 
Oh! it was wonderful! I could not complain if I 
would, making myself, my partial self, judge in my 
own cause. I was constrained to confess that no one 
circumstance in my whole life called for a laj^er re- 
turn of gratitude and praise than the removal of this 
dear girl, notwithstanding that, if it had been the 
Lord's will to restore her to health, I should have re- 
joiced more in her recovery than in the possession of 
the best estate in Hampshire. I knew that I loved 
her dearly, but how dearly I never knew, till about the 
last week of her life. Yet I am most perfectly 
satisfied, and have not had the most distant wish for a 
moment since she died, that the event had been other- 
wise. I love to talk of her, and every day more or less 
I still drop some tears over her memory : perhaps this 
is a weakness, I hope it is not a sin. I do not find it 
gives me any uneasiness. She is almost continually 
in my thoughts, but so, as rather to draw forth my 
thankfulness to the Lord than otherwise, that she is 
where she is. I hope the thought of her helps me 
sometimes in prayer, often in preaching, and gives me 
such a confirmation of the great truths I speak of as I 
would not be without. 

Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
My love to dear Mrs. and Mr. K.; thank him for his 
very kind letter ; I shall consider of his proposal, and 
make the monument more public ; he has pointed out 
an expedient. One great objection I had to it was, 
that I could not bear to seem to make such an instance 
of the Lord's goodness a matter of sale, — ^it hurt my 
feelings ; I thought I should dishonour Him by it, and 
that it would seem to cast a stain upon my affection 
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for the dear child. But bj approprifiting the pEdk lo 
some charitable institution, in which I have no direct 
concern, this impropriety may be avoided; and I 
think, if it can properly be, such a story ought to be 
known far and wide. I am anxious that it might pro- 
mote the glory of the Lord, and do good, both to 
parents and children* I begin to weary, and supper 
is ready. The Lord bless you both, and all belonging 
to you. This I hope will be the daily prayer of 
Your most affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

12th September, 1785. 



LETTER IX, 

My dear did intend to write to -dear Mrs. T. yet she 
has not. I did not intend writing just at this time, yet it 
seems I must. Mr. and Mrs. K. peeped at us once, 
and now they ere going. They told us that Mr. and 
Mrs. T. were thinking of a journey, but were not de- 
termined which way to go. 'Now if you will con- 
descend to ask our advice, or be guided by it though 
unasked, the matter wiU soon be settled. By all 
means come to London, and (if you can make shift 
with our accommodations) come to Charles'- Square- 
aye, do, there's a dear madam. I wish I could bribe 
you. Let me see. I take you and Mr. T. at your 
word, that you would not only entertain us at P. but 
be really glad to see us. Now I not only should be 
glad to spend a little time with you, but I look upon 
myself as bound to do so, were it in my power, from 
duty and gratitude. My former visits suited my con- 
venience very happily indeed, and I now wish to pay 
you a visit of thanks. But my poor dear expects that 
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^ a sight of S. would reyire so many painfid feelings, 
that she is almost afraid to think of it. But perhaps 
if you would come hither to help me, we should he 
able to talk her fear away. 

I hope this new year will bring many new blessings 
to you and yours. The Lord is good. He has de- 
livered — ^He does — ^He will deliver. Oh, madam, what 
an altar, atonement, temple, priest ! What a sun and 
shield! What a Saviour and what a Shepherd have 
we! May we know and feel our privileges, and live a 
life of dependence and obedience. Our best love to 
you both, and to all your children. I am in haste, 
and must subscribe myself your affectionate and 
obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 
Hoxton, 
dth January, 1786. 



LETTER X. 

MT DEAR MADAM, 

Your letter was to have been answered by my 
dear, but she is not able to write, as she has been very 
poorly for some time past. My chief business now is, 
to inform you that Mrs. R. will be at S. on Tuesday 
evening. You will have I trust, in her, one in whom 
you may confide, and who will serve you from love. 
We have reason to think well of her, and I judge from 
my own feelings, that she will think herself comfort- 
ably provided for with you ; for I think that if I were 
a servant, I would look no ftirther for a place, if Mr. 
and Mrs. T. would take me. I should perhaps nmke an 
awkward servant, but I think I should be an aifbction- 
ate one, and love will try hard to please. I bdieve 
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Hrs. R. is better qualified to serve, and I doubt not 
but you will soon make her love jou. 

We need no need of pressing to come to P. Incli- 
nation would plead, gratitude would constrain to a 
speedy compliance with your call, if we could do just 
as we please. May the Lord, if He sees fit, direct onr 
way to you in good time ; but I know not when or how 
it will be. We have taken a house in Coleman Street 
Buildings, and shall hardly be settled in it till towards 
the end of April, a space of time long enough to hxlk 
forward to in such a world as this. About* that time 
likewise, I sujqfwse ^^Messiah" vnll make its appearance. 
If we are spu^ till the house is settled, and the book 
published, we may then perhaps see a little farther 
into the year, and how the path of duty will be. It is 
not for me to say, to-day or to-morrow I vnll go to S. 
and continue there a week, or a month. I ought to 
say no more than, if the Lord please, I should be glad 
to do this. 

I have no near connections with the Sunday School 
Society, but I will send Mrs. T. the plan and rules by 
Mrs. R. I am glad to hear the design will be taken 
up at S. The Lord bless you all. 

I am, my dear madam. 
Your very aflPectionate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Hoxton, 
25th Febroary, 1786. 



LETTER XL 

MY DEAR SIB, 

Mas. Newton will vmte to dear Mrs. T. this 
time, but I shall borrow a side of the paper to vmte to 
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jovL How shall I begin? I first entered yonr hospitable 
roof on one of my memorable days (4th August,) the 
2l8t of March is another of them. On this day, thirty* 
eight years ago, I was pumping for life, without yictuals, 
almost without clothes, every rolling sea breaking over 
my head, and expecting every time the ship plunged, 
that she would rise no more. Our preservation was 
surely miraculous. Oh, how unfit was I then to die, 
and oh, how unfit to live 1 But I was spared, and hav- 
ing obtained help of Him who sent from on high, and 
delivered me out of deep waters, I continue unto this 
day. What a path has mine been ; through what 
changes have I been led ! Surely I, above most, have 
reason to say, '* the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ has 
been exceedingly abundant." Verily I am a debtor. 
How ought I to love and serve and praise? Come 
my friends, magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
ea^t His name together. You likewise were a sinner, 
but you were not a scomer and a blasphemer, pro^e 
and profligate like me. Yet the grace which was ii»- 
cessary for you, was sufficient even for me also. I 
trust you will pray for me* that His grace may be with 
me to the end. 

The " Messiah," which Mrs. T. enquires after, is 
printed off. An index is making, which we must wait 
a little for. I suppose the book may be published by 
Easter. I shall send to you among the first, ten sets. 
One set, dear ilbrs, T., you must do me the favour to 
accept as a token of love from me ; and I shall be 
obliged to you to forward another set to Mr. E. My 
heart was much upon this business, and now the Lord 
has enabled me to finish it, I would be thankful. 
Though I am at present in good health, the question of 
Pharaoh to Jacob ought to be much in my thoughts, 
'« How old art thou ?" Indeed, I am old enough to be 
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wiser and better than I am. Now I am turned of 
three-score, I have no right toeiqiect that my abilittea 
either for preaching or writing will continue t ery 
long. The shadows of evening cannot be very distant 
from me. It is therefore probable that the <' Messiah" 
will be my last book from the press ; and if so, I take 
leave of the public with a noble subject. Surdy I am 
bound to wish, that while my lips or my fingers can 
move. His name and His grace should employ mj 
thoughts, my words, and my pen ; and especially my 
last words, whether in the pulpit, in the parlour, or in 
my bed, and so from the press. What do I live for, 
but to bear a frequent pubUc testimony to Him, and to 
commend Him to my fellow-creatures ? And it jdeases 
me to think, that when I can speak and write no more, 
I have some testimonies to bequeath to posterity. 
Possibly some poor sinner, after my departure, may 
be won to seek His face, by reading what He has 
done for my soul ; or what He has enabled me to pub- 
lish concerning His compassion and His power. 

My dear was mostly confined to the house for above 
a month ; at present she is better, thanks to the great 
Physician. We shall soon enter upon the important 
business of removing from Charles'-Square, to No. 6. 
of Coleman Street Buildings : we have a term of tai 
years in the house, a long while tp look forward to, 
especially at my time of life. I long to attain to a habit 
of living with the Lord by the day ; to depend no more 
upon to-morrow than v^n yesterday ; to hold ns^self 
in constant readiness ; to be willing to go at a minute's 
warning, and leave all behind me in His hands, or, (if 
such were his appointment,) to be willing to stay and 
see those whom I love go before me. All this looks 
pretty enough upon paper ; but to be thus united to His 
.will, and to rejoice in Him under any possible change. 
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would be an attainment indeed ! perhaps none of us 
oon fully reach it till we arriye (where my dear Eliza 
Cmmingham stood two days) at the threshold of glory. 
Howeyer, we may approach nearer and nearer to such 
a frame of mind, and every step towards it is prefer- 
able to thousands of gold and silver. Please to give 
bur love to Mrs. R. I am glad she is where she is ; 
that she is pleased with her situation, and likely to 
I^ease Mrs. T. I had a good hope it would be mutu- 
ally agreeable. But I must leave the rest of the paper 
for my dear, only adding my best love. I am in deed 
and in truth,^ 

Your affectionate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

2l8t March, 17196. 



LETTER XII. 

MY DEAR iHIENB, 

By the time this reaches you, I hope you will have 
received ten sets of the "Messiah." I hope you and dear 
Mrs. T. will each of you accept a set, as a token of my 
love, and a peppercorn acknowledgement of my obli- 
gations. The "Messiah" is advertised, and will be pub- 
lished on Thursday next. Thus the Lord has gra- 
ciously granted a desire which was warm upon my 
heart. My mind was much engaged to undertake this 
subject, and when I had began it, I coidd not help feel- 
ing a wish that I might be preserved to finish it. Help 
me, dear sir, to praise Him, and afford me your 
prayers that my attempt may be crowned with His 
blessing. The selling price of the two volumes will 
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hp in boards, half a guinea; bound in calf, twelTe 
ihiUingS; 

We have been near a. month in our new house, and 
begin to feel ourselyes at home. Through mercy, we 
were favoured in our remoyal with tolcsrable health, 
and were preserved from painful incidents. This is 
the fourth dwelling in which the Lord, in His provi- 
dence, has placed me since I left off the sea, in the 
year 1754. My history is briefly expressed in Deu^ 
xxzii. 10. and in Isaiah xlii. 16. He found me in a 
waste howling wilderness indeed! He has led me 
about into a variety of situations, and in them all He 
watched over me, and kept me as the apple of His eye. 
When I was blind, He led me in ways which I knew 
not, and which no mortal could have supposed were 
likely to bring me where I am. I was once an utter 
stranger to the paths of truth and righteousness, but in 
a wonderful manner He drew and guided me into 
those paths which I had not known ; and though my 
heart is prone to wander. He has kept me with a high 
hand, so that I have not wholly declined from them. 
How often has He made darkness light before me, and 
crooked things straight! These things has He done 
for me, as I am encouraged to hope He will continue 
to do them, for His promise is, " I viill not forsake 
them." 

I avow a warm desire of seeing S. in the course of 
this Summer, should opportunity be afforded. But 
Mrs. Newton, though she loves our friends there 
(especially at P.) no less than myself, does not think . 
her spirits strong enough as yet to return to a place, 
where almost every person, and every object, would 
forcibly recall the image' of dear Eliza Cunningham 
to her mind. But if the Lord judges it proper for me 
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to riAi yoiif he can euKXLj orer-nde this difikwllj. 
It is our meicy that he has absokite power over our 
hearts, and can strengdien us for whatever he calls us 
to. At present we nuut wait. If, towards JPuly or 
August, she shouM find hersdf stronger, and I can 
proeure a proper supply for a couple of Sundays, I 
shiAl be glad to come. In the mean time M(»pt our 
best lore, whidi we always fed in emrdse when the 
name of Mr. and Mrs. T. is in our thoughts, which is 
very fre^nei^ly. 

I am your much obliged and affioctionate, 

JOHN NEWTOJJ. 

Cdlemaa-Stract BvUdingt, I 

18th Ms^, 1786. i 

Mrs. H. S. a particular friend of oui^, as Mrs. R. 
can tell you, is advised to put herself into the salt 
water. We promised to enquire if you could procure 
her board in some quiet serious family; for she wishes, 
to be without care, and to have somebody near her to, 
oonyerse with, who would speak the language of 
Canaan. 



LETTER XIII. 

ITS' DEAR FRIENDS, 

You might well expect to hear from us before now; 
I should haye let you know that the carpet came safe, 
which is all I have to say of it. How it looks, how it 
tits, and how mudi it is admired, I leave my dear to 
inform you ; I suppose she will likewise thank you for 
your trouble. 

Carpets and such fine things lie out of my d^art-' 
meut. The path through this wilderness is not spread 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



26 

wttb carpets; if Uw»e» shoes ofispnaadbnis&'woiild.^ 
be ttimeoessaiyy and if they w^re not needfid, the 
Lord, would »ot have provided them. 

But He knows the way ittough^ and provides ao^^' ^ 
cerdingly. He trod it.befiwe us, and has le& upmk it 
the narks of his footsteps for our instruotioB and enn 
CQumgOBient. May we f<dl«w him die^rfolly ; asH^* 
passed thioagfemiCning^ to gkry, so shall his peqde ; 
bat how diferent is the <^ wUch he puts iato our* 
hands^ from that which he drank for our sakes ! 

''Our suflE^ngs are not worth a thought, when, 
Lord, compared with thine!" 

At i^resent my path is r^narkably smooth. Mj 
health good, my dear i»etty well, Betsy well too. A 
peaceful united family at home, kind friends abroad, 
bread in the cupboard. Some liberty in the pulpit, 
some tokens oi the Lord's presence in the congrega- 
tion, and a mind, through mercy, so well satisfied with 
my situation, that there is not a person upon earth 
with whom I would wish to change. And all this 
heightened by the consideration (which is seldom long 
out of my thoughts) of what I was, and where I was, 
when the Lord first began to draw me to hitaiself. 
Verily I am a debtor. I seem to have nothing to 
ask for myself, but for a more thankful, dependant, 
humble, and active spirit in his service. Our friend 
Mr. Johnston will, I believe, go chaplain to the pro- 
posed settlement in New Holland, and have the 
honour to be the first man who is to carry the glad 
tidings of salvation to the Southern Hemisphere. He 
did not seek this service; it was proposed to him, and 
he has felt the importance of it, and the difficulties 
attending it. Yet he does not decline it. I hope his 
call is not from man only, but from the Lord. It is a 
call like that of Abraham, to forsake all that is dear to 
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him^ aoid to ycntore hinmell i^ti the piomhiet ati4 
poirer of llie Lord; He seems to be in every respect a 
fit person, and I believe his views are so upright, Aal 
tiie Lord will not permit him to take a step of so mueh 
Gonseqpieiice, imless it be agreeable to His will. We 
often think of dear Mrs. T. and of the hour whieh ia^ 
befitre Iwr. I trust the sasnei gracioiis Lord who has 
been with her in fonner times, will support her and 
ajpear for h^ again, and ^at you will again invite as 
to praise Him <m her behalf. "Ew^ry answer to prayer 
whidi he afibrds is an enoonragement to call upon 
him again, and then again, even as bng as we live; 
fcnras we shall need Iris help, so he 1ms promised to 
hdp those who put theur trust in him. 
I BUist condude with assuring yon, that I am, 
Your affectionate and obliged servant, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

37di October 1786. 



LETTER XIV. 

HY DEAR FRII^NDS, 

I KNOW not, but I suppose the time cannot be very 
far distant, when we may hope to receive pleasing in- 
formation respecting dear Mrs. T. as you were kind 
enough to favour me with a letter last time, that as I 
wish to help you with my prayers as I am enabled, so 
I may join with you in praise. It is written, *^ He 
shall deliver thee in six troubles, yea, in the seventh, 
no evil shall touch thee." 

We are sorry for poor C* but hope what is past 

* A poor widow woman, well known to Mrs. T. when on her death 
bed, requested her to do aU she could for her three orphans, which 
c 2 
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will be a timely warning to bar, and tkat she wfll. 
hare reason to be very thaokfal that she i^yetcon* 
tinned in your family^ tboogh not with you, AJaal 
bow foolish are the baxgams which* we make with 
sini nothing is gained fay them but sonrow and 
trouble. 
' I am too.late to inform yon of our friend Johnston's 



was readily agreed to. The two girls were taken iato Mrs. T/s 
fwvty, Vkd.tbaugh very 79iwg at the time, I remember the boy tf as 
taken care of till he became old enough to be a footboy in the ^Euofoly;^ 
but becoming unruly, he was sent to sea, and I believe good accounts 
were received of him some time after. The eldest daughter, after 
every tliiag bttng tiied lo make her a good -girl, and the best advice' 
given, left the family, bent on her own destruction, an4> shocking to 
relate, some time after was found dead in a ditch, near that house 
where she might have been happy. My heart Indeed is pained, 
while I reiect on what nvst hate been the feelings of this onhai^y 
creatme, breathing her last, unattended, and exposed perhaps to an 
inclement night, near the neat little cot where her mother died in 
peace, looking unto Jesus, and happy in believing her children would 
be led to seek Him as their best friend, and whom she found faithful 
to his promise, " I will never leave thee, no, never, never forsake 
thee,*' and this poor girl must have felt, by her own disobedience, 
she had fallen a victim to sin. "The wages of sin is death.** My 
father being an overseer, sent a man to conveV the body for decent 
interment. I recollect clinging to my father while we listened to the 
man's sad tale when he returned. " 0, sir, such an object of sin and 
filth I never saw ; she was only fit to be touched vrith tongs, and I 
fear died for want ; it was supposed she was trying to reach her 
parish,** Thus ended a poor girl who forsook all good. I remember 
my mother saying one day, ** if you thus waste bread, you wiD come 
to want a bit yourself," Alas ! she was too true a prophetess. The 
other daughter went on well for some time (perhaps years) but one 
day her mistress lost some things, and after they weire enquired for 
the poor girl was missing. Her mistress ordered her drawers to be 
examined, in which were found stolen articles, and after a diligent 
search, the poor conscience-strickened creature was discovered under 
a bedstead, bathed in tears. She was tenderly dealt with, though 
reproved, and warning given as a punishment ^ and afterwards taken 
into my brother's service, in which she lived many years with credit, 
and is now a respectable wife and mother. This is the young woman 
Miu ^ew%tii lefers to; 
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as I caU it, to b6 Bishop o£NeW HoHand. He will 
have a very esLt&tmve diocese; and if he readies the 
place, he will have Che honour of being the first man 
whoevi^'preadhied die €roi)pel in thptt immeiiBe^ space 
whick we call the Soath Sea, which ooaqpreli^ndi 
neai% one half of die glohe. Never was die nameof 
Jesus heard in those distant regions, exo^ from the 
mouths of blaspheming sailoirs, in the -few places 
where oar ships faaye touched ; but I hope it will soon 
be hetod in New Holland, and who can tell what 
great stents may follow from dus beginning ? Mr. 
Johnston seems a fit man ; he did not se^ the service, 
and he received the proposal with fear and trembling; 
but since he has accepted it, he has been in good 
spirits. Methinks I foresee that his voyage will not 
be without many hardships and difficulties ; but the 
Lord whom he serves, and who, I hope, calls him to 
this business, is able to support and preserve him* 
He has lately married ; his wife seems a fit companion, 
and has a respectable character, though some rather 
question her prudence in venturing upon such a 
voyage. His being married will, I hope, add to his 
comfort, if they arrive together in safety at Botany 
Bay ; but it will probably give him many painfid 
feelings while they are at sea, which he might not 
have had if he had gone single. To go to a coast 
wh^re they must lodge in the woods till they can build 
houses; to have handreds of convicts with them, and 
thousand of tovagel Ground tl^m, seems not very 
inviting to fl^^sh and blood; bid Faith and Love can 
iKviiqiier ali in the JjojA^ hands^ and for his dake, e^pen 
ta-imdertake a voyage :df near 20,000 miles. How 
^AMkmdi is my btl I have a gckxi house, pl^ity, 
peace, kind friends, and no hardships to struggle with. 
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We have Ibe adrantage in point of penoiMl eomreai- 
ence, but Mr. Johnston has the post of honour ; and 
if Panl was now living, I think it probable, he would 
rather go to Botany Bay than be a London reotor. 

It is, as yott say, a goad while yet to Sammer. I 
should be very nsigratefolt and indeed v^y {oaHA^ if 
I did not like to visit P. whenever dnty and Pvovi- 
denoe will allow ; but it is probablev if I live tSl Sum- 
mer, and can go abroad, I mast take a different tonte. 
It will then be four years sinee I saw Oiney, mid I 
have many dear connections and openings for {MrabaiUe 
service in that neighbourhood. I can say no more 
upon this sidbject at present, than to thank yoa for 
your kind invitation, and to assure you that yon are 
so upon our hearts that we could be willing to Uve and 
die with yo». Wherever we are, I trust we Ab31 
alwayi^feel ourselves dear Mr. and Mrs. T.'s 
Yery affectionate and obliged 

Friends and servants, 
JOHN and MARY NEWTON. 

' CQlemaiirStreet, 
12th December, 1786. 



LETTER XV. 

Mir DEAR FHIEND, 

The business of this letter is to thank you for yew 
early information of dear Mrs. T.'s safety, and to as- 
sure yon of the heartfelt satisfaction tlm news gave 
us, and to tell you that we desire and endeavoor to 
join vrith you in praising the Lord for this new great 
mevcy afforded to her and to yon, and in praying diat 
the dkild he has now given yon may, if ^ is spared, 
live to be a comfort to yon, and to know, love, iuid 
serve, andtmst in the Qod of her parents. May the 
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loid who preserved iier to see the light of the world, 
number her among the lambs which he bears in his 
arms, and carries in his bosom, visit her in early life 
wi& the light of his salvation, and breathe his own 
Hofy Spirit into her heart. And may you both be 
spaced to see his peace bestowed iqpon all your chil- 
dren, and your children's children, Amenl The 
cPsalmiBt's question ought to be often upon our minds, 
and I hope is often upon your's, What shall I render 
urUo the Lord far aU hde hemfite ? Alas ! poor are the 
best returns we can make him. Nor does he need our 
services ; and our warmest acknowledgements are so 
disprop6rtionate to our obligations, that instead of 
deserving his acceptance, tibey need his forgiveness; 
yet he is {deased to accept them ; and is pleased when 
we make his former mercies a plea and encourage- 
ment to ask him for more, and when we d^rmine by 
his grace, because he has heard and answered us so 
often, to call upon him as long as we live. You have 
much to praise him for, and ei^ecially that he has 
given you a heart and ability to be useful to others, 
and to excite them to praise him likewise. 

Glad should we be if the Spring or Summer should 
bring you, or any dear to yon, lender our roof. We 
have a bed which we should think honoured by such 
company. K I could find stronger words than I have 
. heretofore ^nployed to express the pleasure it would 
give me to visit S. and especially P. I would now use 
them ; but I need not tell you that I am not my own, 
and that my movements, if I can move at «dl this 
year, must be directed, not by my own imcUnations, 
but. by what I believe in conscience to be my path 6f 
duty ; and this will probably lead me, if I leave Lon- 
don, to the neighbourhood of Olney ; and I am morally 
sure, neitiber duty ner pmd^ice will permit me to 
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attempt two journeys in one Summer. I dould not be 
happy even at P., if my heart told me that I ought 
to be somewhere else. At present, therefore, I have 
not the least expectation of seeing dear Mr. and Mrs. 

.1^.,, unless I may hope to see you in London. Throu^ 
the ^rd's blessing upon my last visit to you, I have 

,no plea or jNretence for bathing in the salt water. In- 
deed, you need not press me to come down; your 
kjindn^s this way is like spurring a free horse, who 
needs a bridle more than a spur, when I think of my 
friends at P. I was not sure I could write so much 
without interruption, but I must now conclude^ com- 
moiding .you and your's to the Lord's blessings and 

.at9Suri^lg.you that we do,, and I hope always shidl, feel 

^,^ . y9WP very affectionate and much obliged, 

.1 . .J,. Friends and servants, 

, . y.-.i i>y , . JOHN and MARY NEWTON. 

' , .<]^l9inBi-Str^3iiUdings, 
;J5th January, m?* 



/ r LETTER XVL 



''' iWlV ibEAR MADAM, 

J Ij is pot a quarter of an hour since I received yofir 
^^ttei;, ,^nd I ^m filready beginning to answer it. I 
hope you will ajlow that for once at least, I am 
tolerfibly pjonctual. Not having a glass in my study, 
j cannot tell whether I blushed while I read your 
. ch^^gjB against me for neglect ; however, I am about 
t/o amend iqimediately. 
i wrote the above four lines on Saturday ; then 
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compftiiy catee in, and I was fi»roed to lay my fen 
by, as may be the ease, perhaps, twenty times before 
I ($aQ finish my ktter. As to our visiting P., indica- 
tion say& the sooner and the ofteber the better. But 
I am not at my own disposal, and the pleasure H 
would ^ve us, must depend upon circumstances not 
in my own power. 

We all hope, by-and-bye, to hare new nerves not 
subject to complaint. In the mean time, if the Lord 
is pleased to sanctify the infirmities to which bur 
pres^it mortal frune is fflibject, we shall have cause 
to praise him at least, no less for the bitter than the 
sweet, I am convinced in my judgment, that a cross 
or a pinch somewhere or other, is so necessary to us, 
that we cannot go on well for a considerable time 
Withoot one. We live on an enchanted ground, are 
siffrounded with snares, and if not quickened by 
trials^ are very prone to sink into formality or care** 
lessness. It is a shame it should be so, but so it is, 
that a long course o{ prosperity always makes us 
drowsy. Trials therefore are medicines, which our 
gracious and wise Physician prescribes, because we 
iieed them ; and he proportions the frequency and the 
weight of them to Nvhat the case reqmres. Many of 
his people are sharply exercised by poverty, which is 
a continual trial every day, and all the year roimd. 
Others have trials in their families. They who have 
comfortable firesides, and a competence for this world, 
often suffer by sickness, either in their own persons, or 
in thie persoiis of those they love. But any, or' all of 
these crosses, are mercies, if the Lord w6rks by them 
to prevent us from cleaving to the world, from back- 
sliding in heart or life, and to keep us nearer tq him- 
self. Let us trust our Physician, and he will surely 
do us good. And let us thank him for all his pre- 
c 5 
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scriptioiis, for without them our Miil-sidaatess wo«ld 
qwckly grow upon as. 

1 sympathize with Mr. and Mrs. K. in their trials^ 
jet I know they will profit hy t}iem. I hope Miss 
K.'s conqdaint will find relief, bat it is bett^ to have 
a stiff neck with the grace of God, than to be stiff- 
necked in the sense in which many yoang people are, 
who can mo^e their heads freely enough. I hope it is 
a mercy that she bears the yoke awhile in her youth, 
and wh^i the affliction has answered the good end 
for which it was sent, the Lord can easily remove it. 

I now take up the pen for the fourth Ume, and as 
I mean to send my letter to-morrow, I must make a 
finish to-night. What shall I say to fill up ? Let me 
commend you and your's to the grace and care of our 
Lord Jesus. They that dwell und^ the shadow c^ 
His lyings shall be dtfe. His service is p^ect free- 
dom ; in His favour is life. May his name be pre- 
<aous to your heart ! and may you have such increas- 
ing knowledge of his person, character, and offiees, 
that beholding his glory in the Gospel glass, you maj 
be^ changed into his image, drink into his spirit, and 
be m<Nre conformable to him. The highest desire I 
can form for myself, or my friends, is, that he may 
live in us, we may live to him, and for him, and 
$hine as lights in a dark world. To view him by faith, 
as living, dying, rising, reigning, interceding, and 
governing for us, will furnish us with such views, 
prospects, motives, and encouragements, as will ena- 
Ue us to endure any cross, to overcome all ojqposition, 
to withstand temptation, and to run in the way, of his 
commandments with an enlarged heart And yet a 
little while, and he will put an end to our conflicts 
and fears, and take us home to be with him for ever. 
Thus, by the power of his blood, and the wor4 of 
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Ub testimcmj, we shall be made more than con- 
qnraors, and in the end obtain the crown of life, 
whieh the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
The Lord bless you, dear madam, and Mr. T., and 
all who are dear to you, and reward you abundantly 
for all your kindness to me and mine. 
I am sincerely, 
Your very affectionate and obliged 
Friend and servant, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Coleman-Streel Buildings, 
24th April, 1787. 



LETTER XVIL 

BIY DBAB MADAM, 

I HAVE been too long silent, but indeed I have not 
forgotten you. I hope we never can forget our dear 
friends at P. and S. My heart jumped last Sunday 
at the sight of Mr. K. and I hoped he would have 
called upon me, but I suppose he could not find 
leisure, and is by this time returned to you. I had a 
heap of questions to ask him concerning you and 
your's, but I mean now to apply to yourself. 

Let it not be long before you inform me how yon 
and Mr. T. and all your family are. I hopfe the 
ytoung ones grow and thrive like olive plants, and 
that the elder branches of the family are planted, and 
planting in the Lord's vineyard, and promise to be 
trees of righteousness, and to bear fruit in their old 
age. 
' We are all much as we were, when we last saw yoM> 
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only atie^t ^^^ar and a month older ; thai is so nmcti 
th6 neiireir to thiat gate, wMch death wMl ei^ long 
o{»en, to ii^trodlK*^ us to an eternal state. It'^is tt 
solemn thought. How nelv and- untried the ^passage ! 
Btow ineonc^able the prospect beyond it I Fowaeriy 
I have supposed, ^ki if I fived heyornd the age dT 
sixty, the neamei^ ktA importance of that change 
which I might th^ reasonably expeet could not be 
far off, would 'be continually upon my mind. But now 
that I am n^ar sixty-three, I find myself little more 
affected by it, than I was thirty years figo. I may 
now be sure, that if grace does not weaken my attach- 
ment to the things of time, an advance in years wiU 
not do it. I am an inconsistent creature, and should 
be condemned out of my own mouth, by what I preach 
to others, if the Lord were strict to mark what is 
amiss. But I trust I am not under the law, but under 
grace. He knows my frame, that it is altogether 
shattered and defiled, and that I have no plea to ofiler 
%n my own behalf; and therefore he has merttfiUly 
'^vided one for me, on whidi my soul de^res wholly 
ipre^y. I have sinned, but Chrisi has died, has risen, 
Oinfd is exalted a Prince and a Saviour, and upon the 
^wiurrant of his own word> I venture my all upon Him. 
I could coitipl]Edn mudi of myself, but you cannot help 
•me, therefore I forbear. I would rather 'invite you to 
join with me in praise. '^Come magnify the Lord 
with me, and let us exalt his holy name together.'* 
"He found us when we sought him not ; then we began 
to- seek him, and then he was pleased to be found by 
'Usi He has guided us by his eye, guarded us by the 
' Way, restored us when wandering, revived us wli^i 
fainting, healed us when wounded. He has known 
our souls in adversity, helped us in all our difficulties, 
comforted and supported us under all our sorrows. If 
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Wd loo\ anmnd us, bow are we distinguished bj tbe 
mercies of Us ProTidenee ; oor wants sillied, oiur 
wisbes ahiiost prevented; comforts and friends on 
every side, and tbe green pastures of bis ordinances 
near and frequent to tbe refreshment .of onr souls. 
If we look forward, wbat rnisqpeakably greater bless- 
ings I We cannot conceive a tbousandtb part of wbat 
is signifiM by the white robes, the golden harps, the 
balm of life, the rivers of pleasure, which are prq>ared 
for tbe faithM followers of the Lamb ! Can any thing 
enhance the value of these blessings and these hopes, 
or heighten our obligations for them? Yes, the con- 
sideration of the way in which they become cur's. 
The smallest and greatest of them are all the price of 
blood. 

** He 8imk beneath oar heavy woes 
To raiie m to a throne; 
There's not a gift His hand bestovvs, 
, Bat cost his heart a groan I" 

' And now, my dear madam, what shall we render to 
the Lord for all bis benefits ? Ourselves, surely. At 
best it is but a poor return ; but let us give Him the 
whole. Two methods he points out to us, by which 
to shew our gratitude, which is all that we can do, for 
we cannot properly 9erve Him who is all-sufficient. 
Hie first is, that we make his bounty to us the pat- 
item and the motive of our bounty towards our feUow- 
, creatures, and that we devote ^d employ our time 
and talents, in every possible way, according to our 
. situation, to promote the good of others. That we live 
no.nore/to ourselves, but aim at being useful &ai sub- 
servient to his merciful designs. The second is, that 
we aim to shew iorih the power of his grace, and the 
tend^icy of his Gospel, by a spiritual, humble, meek 
and holy conversation, by watching unto prayer, that 
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oar tongues, our tempers, onr ptursnits, may alt bear 
witness for ns to his praise, that we have receired die 
grace of God in truth, and that our light may so shine 
before men, that he may be glorified. The Lord 
bless you all. 

I am, my dear madam. 

Your most affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Coleman-Street Buitdtngi, 
27Ui OctotMT, 1787. 



LETTER XVIIL 

MY DEAR MADAM, 

Mrs. Newton has occasion to write to you about 
matters which do not lie within my sphere ; but as she 
thought she should not fill the paper, she invited me 
to begin, and when I can find time, I want little per- 
suasion to write to you. I thank you for your fayour 
of the 12th ; it gave us the sincerest pleasure to hear 
by it, and from Mr. Romaine, of the welfare of you 
and all your family. 

This last Summer we could not once get further than 
ten or twelve miles from home. I was {^evented 
taking a longer journey partly from the cUfficulty, or 
rather impossibility, of procuring a proper supply for 
my churdi, and partly by the state of my dear's 
health. Next Summer is at a great distance yet. 
Should we be spared to see it, and should we be able 
to go abroad, our first visit must be to Olney ; it will 
be the fifth year since I was' there ; and this very 
week Lord Dartmouth has given the living to a very 
particular friend of mine, Mr. James Bean. With 
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^jm I camoak^an exdunoge, and shall therefore be 
4|iee4 firom any difficulty respecting a su{^ly ; whether 
I i^hall be able to make two visits alHroad in one year^ 
maaf^ depend upon circumstances, but I think it rather 
improbable. But after I have been at 01ney» my own 
indination, if I am permitted to follow it, would cer- 
tainly lead me to S. Last Wednesday I preached 
the annuid Sermon to the Book Society at my own 
church. Mr. A. was there, and spoke to me in the 
vestry afterwards. If he had not prevented me, by 
tellii^ me his name, I was just going to say, ''Dear 
Mr. K. how glad I am to see you!" I thinJi I never 
saw two persons, not of the same lineage, so like each 
other. I knew he was related to your family, but did 
not recollect, till he was gone, that he is your own 
brother. I believe I told him that I should be glad 
to see him in Coleman- Street ; I hope I did, but the 
vestry was full of people, and I was obliged to speak 
to them, as it Were, all at once ; and at such times, 
especially when I am just come down from the pulpit, 
I scarcely know what I say or do. I think if a cat 
could 3peak, and should teU me she came from P., I 
should quiddy take her up and caress her for your 
sake. Surely then, it would give us joy to receive 
any th^ are near and dear to you, or Mr. T. under 
our roof. Yes, madam, you are greatly indebted to 
the JLord's goodness, and so are we. Our returns are 
very unsuitable to the mercies we receive, and I am 
sure you think the same of your's. Our all is little, 
our best is defiled. But I know what it is, when I 
have been greatly obliged to an earthly friend, to be 
glad if I can do any thing, and at the same time sorry 
that I can do no more,*to show my gratitude. If the 
Lord has given us a willing mind, he will graciously 
accept, not according to what we have not^ but to whiU 
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we have. The expression of Ihe woman's love ill 
Mark xiv. was no very great affair, but oar Lord was 
pleased to say, '* She hath done what she could.'* 
Verse 8. The Lord help us to do faithfully what we 
can, and then may he enable us to do more ! 

But I must retire to give place to my dear. I will 
liot however leave her to tell you that I am, 

Very sincerely, and with good reason, 
Dear madam. 
Your affectionate and much obliged servant, 
JOHN NEWTON, 

Coleman-Street Buildings, 
24th November, 1787. 



LETTER XIX. 

MY DEAR FBIBNP, 

The chief reason of my writing just at lihis time, 
is to enclose you Lord Dartmouth's answer^ We 
have met with no extraordinary change since my last, 
which is a mercy in such a changing world. Sirs. N. 
still continues confined and poorly ; but many houses 
have been made houses of mourning every wedc, while 
she is still spared. This we are sure of, that our 
trials might be heavily increased in a few minutes, by 
some stroke which we are not aware of; and consider- 
ing how we are exposed on every side, we have reason 
to praise the goodness of our Lord and Sheph«pd« 
His eye is upon us, his arm is around us, and it Is 
He alone who protects us from the evils of the night, 
and from the arrow that flieth by day. To him be 
all the praise! 
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We were glad to hate a peqp at Mr. K. Our love 
to him and his. By him I sent you a Sermon I pub- * 
lished. I have since printed a pamphlet on the Slave 
Trade, which I know, not how to send you. I believe 
it is too Ing for a frank, and I think it is not worth 
making into a coach parcel. But I suppose you will 
see it soon, as the committee in London upon the 
slave business, hare reprinted 3000 copies, to be dis- 
persed about the kingdom. I hope this inhuman traf- 
fick (for so I must call it, though once deeply con- 
cemeid in it myself) will be, if not immediately, yet 
before long, abolished. 

Oh, my friend, what slaves were we, and at what 
a price are we redeemed! Those whom the Son 
makes free, are free indeed. They hare at present, 
a gracious liberty from the guilt and burden of sin, 
from servile fear and heart-rending anxiety ; and a 
Ubeety of access to the throne of grace. And then 
awajLts diem a glorious liberty, when sin, sorrow, 
death, and every other evil shall be swallov^ed up in 
victory. Such a prospect is worth hrmg for, though 
the present life be full of trouble ; and it is worth 
dying ibr, notwithstanding the reluctance of our frail 
natures to the idea of death, with all its painful fore- 
fimners. 

May we . have grace to gird up the loins of our 
Mnd8,'to be sober, and hope to the end ; that we may 
live while we do live ; that we ma/ be burning and 
shining lights; may inwardly bum with a spirit of 
love rad devotedness to our God and Saviour, and 
shine outwardly by a conversation becoming the Gos- 
p^, and breathing benevolence to our f<dlow-creatures ; 
that God may be glorified in us and by us, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Lord bless both you and Mrs. T. and all your 
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lAildfen. Hy de«r> and I, and B. loye yoii dearlj, 
and I am always gUd in their name, and my own, to 
snbseribe myself, 

Dear sir, 
Your most affectionate and obliged servant, 
JOHN WEWTOW. 

Coleman-Street, 
9th February, 1788. 



LETTER XX. 

MY PEAB MAPAM, 

It is high time to thank you for the baoon, yddA 
we made no scruple of charging to you. If we knew 
neither who sent us a token of kindness, nor from 
whence it came, though we might possibly gness 
wrong, (for the Lord has given us many friends,) yet 
Mr. and Mrs. T. would naturally occur to our thoiq^ils. 
I hope we shall always preserre yomr names in the 
number of those who are nearest and dearest to our 
hearts. Mrs. Newton's health continues to be very 
precarious, and she is but sdidom able to go abroad. I 
do not think her complaints are at all owing to the close- 
ness of London, or the want of country air. Whedier 
she will be able to travel this Summer, is in the Lord's 
hands. If she can, our route must be to Olney. I 
have not seen Olney (though many who love us there 
are still living) »noe the year 1783. Of course, it is 
long since we saw Mrs. Unwin or Mr. Cowper ; and 
since Lord Dartmouth has given the living to my firiead 
Mr. Bean, I have an additional motive for wishmg^ to 
go there. But the way of man is not in himself; we 
cannot yet determine on any thing, but I hffjpe the 
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J^ wiU goi^e at by his eye, and point out the p«(h 
of duty by the leading of his providenoe. If I am 
permitted to see Ohiey this year, and should be able 
to trayel next Summer, then, had I only inclination to 
consult, I slioidd certainly be led to S. But I am not 
my ovnif and rejoke that I am not forced to choose for 
myself. 

I hope that you, and Mr. T., and all your sons and 
daughters, from Mr. Walter to Miss Rebecca, are well ; 
and I hope Miss Sally and little John will not forget 
us, nor poor Miss Catlett, who would join in saluta- 
tions ; but she has been absent almost a fortnight, at 
Milbum, near Royston. Our little family, by the 
Lord's blessing, are so haj^ily united, that when any 
of us are abroad, home is like a harpsidiord that has 
Iwo or three broken strings. 

I hope, my dear madam, that you are sitting under 
the tree c£ life, enjoying its shade, feeding upon its 
fruits, and drinking of the streams that flow by its side. 
The Apostle wished his friends grace and peace, and 
he could wish them no more. Peace of conscience as 
oppdsed to guilt ; peace as opposed to anxiety ; a quiet 
hope and trust in the Lord's management; Isaiah 
1 xxvi. 3. Psalm cxii. 7. — a peaceful disposition, enabling 
VB to cultivate and maintain peace in all our relations 
and connexions. In short, a peaceful heart and a 
peaceful home are piyileges belonging to the family 
' of faith, and shouM be earnestly sought by prayer. 
Grace may include peace ; it includes every thing else 
that is worth our desiring ; communioli with the Lord, 
conformity to his image, wisdom and ability to im- 
proifie ^e circmnstances of every di^ to his glory, 
cmr own benefit, luod the good of the church and so- 
ciety, as &r as our influence extends. May this grace 
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flourish in you abtmdantlj ! may this peace of God 
reign in your heart J 

I need not teU you what sad storms we have had in 
London^ and that some tall oetburs, both in the religious 
and eopttq^eial 3nrorld, haye been laid low. The lus- 
tory of every day is a striking commentary upon 
Scripture. The subject of late much insisted v^n, 
hap been, 1 TiM. vi. 9, 10. We hare seen some who 
wimffl be rich;: they were resolved to be rich if pos- 
sible ; we have seen some fall into divers temptations 
and snares ; iwe see some who hbve pierced themselves 
through with nwiy sorrow^ ; it will be well if none 
are finally drowned in -perdition: A man may be rich^ 
with the LcNrd's.bleftSttig, and be cmnfortable to him- 
self, and a blessuil; to others ; a few are so. But 
they that wiU be rich, are usually both miserable and 
mischievous. 

With a repetition of our best love to Mr. T., and 
yourself) and all your fieiraily, and Mr. K. 
I remain, my dear madam, 
Your most obedient and obliged servant, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

No. 6. 
26th May, 178a 



LETTER XXI. 

MY DE^R FRIENDS, 

Afteb an absence of five years, the Lord per- 
mitled us to visit Mr. Cowp^, Mi^. Unwin, and my 
friends at Olney. We left London the 8th of July, 
and returped the 15th of August. Mercy and good- 
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ness accompanied us all the way, and brought us 
home in peace and safety. We had a Tery pleasant , 
tour, an4 the jouraey was made nselid to Mrs. Newton 
in point of health. She has been better since her 
return, than for any equal sp^noe of time Since oar 
parting with you at Devizes, 

We are now fast advanced in the 8Mh year of our 
joint xeign, still preserved, still surrounded with com- 
forts and mercies, and, through the goodness bf tlim, 
whose blessing alone can make people 6f bn^ mind in 
a family, our mutual afibction still unabated. But as 
we are now goings though almost insensibly, down 
the hill of life, it is high time to be in good earnest, 
sensible that this world cannot be our rest, and to live 
with the prospect of a better state continually in our 
view. Thirty years ago I could not believe, that if 
I was spared to pass the age of sixty, I should be 
capable of being taken up with little things, as I still, 
alas ! find myself. I am ashamed to find my affec- 
tions still cleaving to the earth, and that I can still 
be pleased with the possibility, for it is little more . 
than a possibility, that I may yet live a few years 
longer. If this was simply from a desire of serving 
the Lord as bug, and as much as I can while here, 
it might be tolerable ; but to be willing, and almost 
to vrish that I may continue here a great while, be- 
cause I am so much at my ease in temporals, is cer- 
tainly a proof that there is too much of the earthly 
and the sensual still remaining in my heart. 

When will our good friends come to London ? We 
long to see you both ; hope you will remember that 
we have an apartment for you at No. 6, if you will do 
us the favour to accept it, and make shift with it r we 
cannot talk of great things in the world's way, but 
through the Lord's goodness, peace and plenty dwell 
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under our roof; and as I hope you do not iMak i» 
made of stone, I need not say much about the *wd«* 
come you may expect and will recehe ; the pleasuie 
it would give us, and the attention we should hope to 
pay to every thing that might make your residence 
vnth us tolerable. 

My own health still continues very good. Betsy 
likewise is very hearty. We unite in a tender of our 
best love, and we desire to be affectionately remem- 
bered to every branch and twig of your family ; like- 
vnse Mr. K. and his family. I am very often amongst 
you in spirit, and often long to be with you in person. 
If I had only to consult inclination, I should almost 
live veith you. I hope, however, to live with you for 
ever by-and-bye. 

We are comfortable at St. Mary's. There are 
various winds of error and false doctrine abroad, and' 
storms of discord and dissention have severely shaken 
some religious connections in the city ; but the Lord 
has mercifully sheltered us from being affected by' 
them, and we go on quietly. From the number and' 
attention of the hearers, I hope there is good done,' 
and now and then something encouraging comes td 
my knowledge, but in general it is but little that 
ministers in London can know of their congregations, 
iiirtfaer than by their outward appearance. 

Oh, my dear friends, are we not verily debtors for ' 
innumerable mercies and blessings, but especially for' 
the Gospel, veithout which we could not have known 
the true value or right enjoyment of any thing else ? 
but the knowledge of a Saviour and a good hope of 
our acceptance in Him, like the light of the sun, 
gilds every object. We are not only preserved and 
provided for in common with multitudes, but we know 
the hand that guards and feeds us, and can receii^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



47 

ev0ry inataiioe of His kindness in onr tempond toty 
cernaasatokenand a pledge of his love, and of the 
b^t#r things prepared for ws within the veil, and all 
that we have, and all that we hope for, is not simplj 
given to us. He shed his blood to redeem us from 
guilt and bondage; without this we oould have had 
neitb^ title nor capacity for haj^iniess ; how would 
it heighten our relish for all our comforts and pros- 
pects, if we could always think of the procuring price, 
and feel the force of that thought which Dr. Watts so 
well expresses : — 

^^ H« souk bcneatli oiur ktwwy woes, 
To raise at to bis tbroiM ; 
There's not a gift His hand bestows, 
But cost bis heart a groan." 

I have not known my dear so well for the same 
space as of Ijate, for a great while past, but this is a 
changing world, and without changing dispensations 
we should be poor changeable creatures ourselves. 
The Lord best knows what is good for us. Oh I for 
grace to yield ourselves simply and cheerfully to his 
management. Hitherto he has helped us, and all his 
paths towards us have been mercy and truth. What 
reasons have we to praise him for the past, and to 
trust him for the rest ! 

I must now take my leave with repeating best love 
and thanks. May the Lord bless you and your's 
abimdantly. Am^. Pray for us, and believe me 
to be 

Your very affectionate and much obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Vaih September, 1788. 

I have not seen Mr. B. since his return ; he has 
rqtealed seasons of serious thoughts, and has heard 
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the Ijord knocking al the door of his heari, but iwofUfy 
oolmectioni aie great hinderancet , and not easygr 
btoktti through ; he speaks nach of the kiadnesslte 
receiTed from yoo, and the pleasure he had im fais 
short acquaintance widi you. I t&mk mysdf obMged 
to joa <m his aocoimt ; I aMsomaged him to ceil, Hbc- 
couse I knew he would be greatly pleased, and I 
likewise widied him to hear Mr. Jk 



LETTER XXII. 

MY DEAR SIR, 

Wb thank you for your note, and the expression of 
your kindness. Our dear C. is much recovered. She 
was at church last Sunday evening, when I preaehed 
a thanksgiidng Sermon on her account from FsAlm 
C3cvi. 1, 2., which she was enabled to hear wMi 
composure. 

When I compare the state in whidi she lay thelait 
week in December, with the present comfortable piw- 
pect of her re-establishment, I am like them that 
dream. A restoration so unhoped for, is almost' like.a 
resurrection from the dead. What a striking proof af 
the Lord's power and compassion, and that he hears 
prayer — even such prayers as mine. I believe I toH 
you when she was at the worst, I durst not unportu- 
nately pray for her life. I was enabled to resign the 
event to His wise and holy will. Under this limita- 
tion I prayed for her recovery, till ajqpearances gave 
me strong reason to think that it was his pleasure to 
remove her. But when the pulse forgets to beat, and 
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whai breath seems to fail, still to Uin belong the 
issues from death. His word of power reyired her, 
and I trast she will liye to praise him, both for the 
trial and the deUraranoe. 

Mrs. Newton's health is very Tariable. Yesterday 
we entered the fortieth year of our marriage connec- 
tion. At our time of life we must not wcmder if in- 
dispositions are rath^ more frequent than before. 
But the Lord, who is rich in mercy, knoweth our 
frame and feelings. He can prepare us for his whole 
will, support us under it, and sanctify it to us. Oh ! 
this is the great desideratum, to be surely and com- 
fortably interested in the promise, which engages that 
all things shall work togetiier for our good, to give us 
a meetness for the inheritance of the saints in light, 
so that at last we may attain to his eternal joy. 
That will make ridi amends for all the trials we can 
meet with by the way. 

I feel myself wdl disposed to aoo^ your kind in- 
vitation to P. But if I am not quite afraid, I am at 
least unwilling, to look too far forward, while I know 
not what a day may bring forth. If, some time after 
Easter we should be able to travel, I shall have P. in 
my thoughts, and it will not be my fault if we do not 
spend a few weeks under your hospitable roof. But 
we, our time, and our movements, are in the Lord's 
hands. 

I remain. 
Tour most affectionate and obliged, . 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Uth Feb. 1789. 
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MY D^AU F»XE|«rJDiSr Vn 

WiB ftmii a Uttfe fi. or P* Mw^ Md ymrMcuUni^; 

cf Miss .E6ther'<3 illiies» mih cm^ft^, md ol-k^rmft • 
U»iied Jbnniey to Baitb. JU*!!^ amw^s^ ^-bfUfttit 
for endt I shall be f^,>imd { l^a|^» jthonldiit. J tiMt 
tht JjnA has hat beart, jmA ^bon J ^^m «i9ef ^wb^tMir 
the ey^ttt of her iUaew «^ %e, i$, wUl be w«U &>r 
her. iPiit the late instoioe^ the Lord's fiow^ar jand 
gebdness, affeided in ray hoHse, enooiiirfLges me tp 
b(^, and, with submission U> bis will, lo praiTf thsA 
ahe Biay aoi die, but live and 4ecliGure his wqnderfiil 
works. Even if she was brougbt a» dear -C. watS, ftiU 
I have seen thai to Hfan bdong the issues iiroa^ death. 
Our dispensation was very trying fer a lime, bal I 
trust we bore all b^ Hoanae i& pin^9^ bim for it. 
May it be«o with you and yentr's I 

Now, ny dear madan, I omm 40 pM. > I bojN», jFOit 
ane in toletafale health .and a|^t0v w4 tiM jt^'n^ 
mepibt»n€e of Ibe.SMi^pQrt ^and iMiy^iemiceft y$iea b%Y^ 
had in iormer boivcs af trial, mv fmfomm^ J^n,|ii.^ 
look forward with composure and comfort upfi^ fys^ , 
hour now before yon. The power and compassion oi(' , 
the lord jg«e ^tUi ^ ^wne. {£e is f»|ill mighty ta . 
save, and still he j^poweth them that put their tmst . 
in him. We hope to hear favourably ^ ypn .s^W^. 

I still retain my wish to visit S. this year, if the 
Lord please. When I told you so last, I had thoughts, 
of seeing you in the Spring, but unavoidables and un« 
alterables will not permit me to leave London bef(»re. 
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Klie tiniQ «lieii yi^ii ef^t to be conftnied— -we must 
liieisfora iprn^ (iU yon giot ii]>roed again, and what maj 
Mk^.plaee 4iurHig tb^.i^tefi^lil, 1^Q <Mn tell? Tlw 
laid koows. M^ w^ 1>Q (WUliBf to leoire all our eon* 
(^ro» in Us wis^ and faitbivl hands, to live to bin 
«a4 i9T him to-day, and to trust him &r the erentf 
of to-qictfFW. If yon w^re to 9ee Mrs. N. yon would 
TfW^ii^ Her wm^ than when yon lift her, but she 
ofmjlji fiot \^9?fe JU^ndon.ciow, if there were no other 
hbdertnce than the state of her bealtk When the 
I^ is pleaited to make her aeble, I tmst 9be wiU be 
wOhsg to come to yoii» 

I remain, 
YoUr affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

KT D£AB VRIEND, 

T HAVE now to thank you for a flitch of bacon and 
a kind letter. I have tifne for little more than to remove 
joiir friendly apprehensions for Mrs. Newton. I 
pndse the Lord she is not worse, but rather better ; 
aftd my hope of her taking a journey to P. before the 
end of Summer, is much strbnger than when I first 

IWi|tt(»edit. 

My tbaiiktigivipgJ^mon,preadiedtheS^ 
^pl.he pMished |n three or (bur days. I shall order 
1% i9liy be fient to yoM. It i$ my einle^t desire that 
m^fii^ Mrs. T. and pacb of yow sons and danghten 
wW 909^ rfone, a9 a pepfierra^n token of my lore.^ 
D 2 
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I heg y<m io {Hresetit one, in iny'tiiaiie, to Iff. K., tM 
one to llifisti K. ; afid to send twb tb PrieMfth^'^ 'ftF 
Mr. E. akd ' MisS-O: I dM not for some w^^ ii^^ 
to piAlisb ntylSemon; htt I afterwards coflstd^yt 
diai t&eoecasionwas extraordhiarj; aaiidi&at'th<iiigK 
it was not otherwise necessary to print, there coifld*^ 
no harm in adding my testimony 6f attachment lirtlfie 
king, and my tfaankftdness to the Lord, for the ^r^t 
Messing aflbrded to the nation, ih restorhig hi^'^ 
heldth and go^emnkeiit • '' ' *'^ 

We long tb hear a fkvom'aUe addomit of'ltfrsi'T, 
I hope the event will be mucbnpon my mind liH 1 iiW* 
eei?e the good news, and that then we shall cordiaQy- 
join in praise to the Grod who heareth prayer. Mni. 
N., dear C, and mysdf, always think of you and 
Mrs. T» as we ought, with great afflsctiotl and grat!"^ 
tude, and 

I am, my dear sir. 
Your most affectionate and obliged servant, 

JOHN NEWTON, ' 

June 19*, 1789. •' 



LETTER XXV, 

MY BEAB MADAM, • ,^ 

This world seems all uncertainty, yet all is uilAfiilr 
a direction unspeakably gracious and infallibly wiw. 
I hoped Mrs. Newton would have been able t6 tn(yd 
before now ; I should be glad also to get a little' fir^ 
air for myself and Miss Catlett, and I feel a pertidii- 
lar desire, for many reasons which you din easily 
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s, lo take the air of F, All this the Lord knows, 
^09^ he.penmts me to tell him what I feel, or fear, or 
nkh. But ynhesd I have done so, it becomes me to. 
^mit all to him, and to say, ''Not my will, bnt thine 
be dpne." I aim. to say this from my heart, and to 
iififsfmp$ it not only my duty, but my privilege, to pre- 
%JQis^(^haioe to.n^ own. 

, I am not without hopes that we shall soon be able 
ta move. I must plan a little, and then, if the Lord 
does not put a negative on my plan» I shall hope and 
trest that we move with his good leave^ and for some 
good purpose. My present design, if my dear is able, 
aiid no proividential ifs prevent us, is to go to Reading 
on the 25th or 26th of this month, and from thence 
towards S^^on the 28th ; but I will write again by or 
before the 23rd ; in the mean while shall be glad to 
hear if the time I have fixed will suit you. 

Had things been at my disposal, I should have 
come spQner ; that is, before Mr. T. was well aiough 
to receive us ; for I did not apprehend he was so ill as 
you intimate. I praise the Lord that he is better, and 
that the illness did not come till you were recovering 
your strength. The Lord graciously adjusts all our 
concerns, if we can but peaceably and thankfully sub- 
mit to his managem^t. Our times are in his 
hands. Vastly more than we are aware of depends 
i^n this. To me who am short-sighted, it may seem 
an indifferent matter whether I set off this week or the 
next ; on a Tuesday or on a Wednesday. But there 
may be consequences unknown to me, which may 
make the difference between one week or another of 
great importance. Is it not a comfort to a blind man 
to have a guide whom he may fidly and safely 4rust? 

Mrs. N. has not yet been down stairs, but I think 
she could, if needful, and I hope she will soon be able 
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t0 8iM(# beielelf ^t OmtA, trnrn, pfcni tfittt oia^dtd'te^ 
hearer (tfprayei^. We all j6Ui in best klfeiO'lLav iMt 
forgelting' Misi Charlotlev ^kkM I lKi|fe thrHes and 
cwli^ fWvttrd iqpadBu' -- - - ^ ' - i , : * * .nri.i 

I ami «^ deiit inadaili, . • a u • 

Ytidr affieetbinte 9lnd dbli^ed^ 
lOHN NBWTOW. 

Raribly therd may be reasons fbf defei^ibg our 
journey a vreA liter. The Lord khows. 



LETTEE XXVt 



MY DEAR FRIENP, 

Thus far has the Lord aniwered pnrfer. ISsn. 
Ne^ton^ after nine minithB oonfinetnent fbofeti ^bHft 
worship, waa /enabled tv appear at church yestfil^i^'. 
I aooept thfft a^ a tc^eil §)r good, and I s&aU i^' <Nrt: 
<m Dur joomey irkSk mat^ conllartv' M/w she hiis "beM 
in the hbuHe of ike Lotd. - ' •' 

1^ u$ mutually pray foir^a ODM&rtiMe ttieeliflt.' 4 
pronisen^v^b^th idehmre md adtttatftge iii Mii^ 
Yerse with Mr. abd MxU. T. and Mr* K.^ and sImU I*C^ 
joice if I iliay be any way histraraentkl to the eoni**. 
lation of my friends. If the Lord affijrd #s li^ 
presence, it shall be 80. I oi%ht *) hate ifitofih to *flfty 
of his goodnesd; and I ought, mm my day rf4ife'is 
far Bpett) akid the night is of^^oachitfgt ^ be^edM^t 
and diligeni in prying \ifiU all afOand Hk^ Hm^ 
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. We repeal our bMt. liMre to yon add yoor's as if. 
nameAr hopkig" aooii to lell yout by word of month, that 
I amjskicdrelj^ . . 

Yonr obliged and aSbctionate 

Friend and servant, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

27th August, 1789. 



LETTER XXVII. 



TttB Lotxl bMDglit ns safelj home^ We arrived 
abofeit half'^pa6t'-six, and Iband. our famtl; all well. 
Mrs. Newton is pretty well io-day. I was rat&ar fa^ 
<%fted witifr thd joUnig, but a very good irigfat has set 
Meap agtin/ Sjoff can I be sufficiently thaiJiii^ to 
tteL«rdv ^if^iBiHenontce of aQ Hn good I reeeive. 
lilMd ttatik Mi^ lor the iqiportamty of seeiag my 
(lM#frl^tid^alPi«fid S.ottc^Aore, and for the com- 
fitftable moMh I spent with yoa ; that Mm. Newton's 
ft^mMk Was'Mf to^AsnlMe iqpon tbe wholes and that we 
{MnAmned the jonniey, net only without harm, but 
^thMH tk^ sttaUesC alardi ; n^ so much as a horse 
^HunUing onoe ifk^tYm tray out and home, and then 
imanA att iii.pea^ail'mir rettsnu 
* ¥el metA thes^ are souill merdes, eempeiedi. with 
4leh4peg' and prospects atfbrded by the Gespd, and 
thekpreof HiaitvliO'died ftr tn upon the cross, and 
Utio'visitod IB with the Mgfai of his saivalmi when me 
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were wahdeiing in th^ dttk paths <rf sin, ahdl&bteri6 
perish. The Lord bless you and your's Bkvwi$aAlf4 ^ 
' Your mueh obliged/ ^ 

And very affeetibnate servAnt^ 

JOHN NEWTOJf. 

3rf October, 1789. 



LETTER XXVIII. 



MY DEAR SIR AKTD MADAM, 

You have both kindly desired me to write soon, 
therefore I will try; though sometimes « forced 
attempt to write is like setting a mill to woik when 
there is nothing in the hopper ; or rather like expect- 
ing the wheels to move without either wind or water. 
Your block-mill is very different in the inside fVom a 
house, and when the stream is right, the difference is 
very perceptible ; then every part is in -busy motion ; 
but I have several times seen it fast asleep, and as 
quiet as a bam. A person who had never seen a mill 
might then suppose that the. wheels and machinery 
were as firmly fixed as the beams on the roof. But 
the water, when it comes, sets every thing to work. 
Thus, what the Lord does in the hearts of his ministers 
and people, qualifies them to move under his gracious 
influence; but still, without him they can do nothing. 

I am glad to hear that the amendment in Master 
William's eyes continues, likewise to hear that Mrs. 
M. was better than when you left her, though Dr. B. 
seems to entertain little hopes that she can recov^. 
But we know all things are easy to the Great Fhysi- 
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^tm^ and that wben we ask what he sees good and 
best for ns upon the whole, he often performs wonders 
in answer to prayer. Oh how happy are we when we 
can leave all in his hands I As often as I look at dear 
C. I see a proof that he can effectually help when all 
human help and hope ceases. This treatment, as it is 
called, is a marvellous thing. I cannot reason about 
it. I stood it out as long as I could, but the obstinacy 
of indisputable facts at length silenced me, and my 
knowledge of Dr. Benamore's character satisfies me, 
that ihe means he uses, however unaccountable I may 
think them, cannot be unsuitable to the character qf 
a Christian and conscientious man to employ. 

I thought to have written a longer letter, but the 
mill mifst stop, if not for want of water, for want of 
time; I have been interrupted several times, and 
company is now waiting for me in the parlour. The 
key may possibly be found ; the ring, I suppose is 
quite lost. No great matter — ^perhaps I looked at it 
too often : it always reminded me of dear Eliza, and 
perhaps might be something of an idol for her sake. 
She is deeply impressed upon my heart, and unless I 
could lose that likewise, I am in no danger of forget- 
ting her. 

The Lord bless you both in heart and house, in 
yourselves, in each other, in soul, in body, and in all 
your connections and copcerns. Amen. Pray for 
Your much obliged and affectionate, 
J. and M. NEWTON. 
No. 6. 

18tb October, 1760. 
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LfiTTEtl kxii- 



MY BEAR tKi^yr>, : K . 

A LSTTEE from Mr. ]tt. last jw^k . ^nioraie4 foe pf 
your dear daughter's dismis^ioi;! irom this statQ of sj^ 
and sorrow. Hay he, ^d yoii^mi^ 931 nearly c<m- 
cemed in this event, be enabled t^ say from yov 
hearts, " Thy will be done." However sharp his to- 
pensations may be to our feelings, we are well assured 
in our judgments, that he does.i^l things wisely and 
well, and that all his paths are ra^rcy andtnititto 
them that fear him. She is gone a iitde be|br^r->^e 
likewise are hasting oilwjEurd* Hay we meet where 
neither sickness, pain, griet, leipptation, nor siA cut 
follow us! 

I snatched time to write to Mr. Iff., but being ju^ 
going into the country for a few days^ was obliged to 
defer an answer to you till my return, but I have i^ 
forgotten you ; I feel myself as a part ctf yotif family,)^ 
participate with you in your comforts and your gpiefs. 
I trust the Lord, who is .always faithful to bis {iro- 
nuses, will support you under evety trial, and equally 
sanctify to you both the sweet and the bitter of life. 
This is a chequered life. : Evei^y iji^y- mercies ana 
comforts are renewed, and every day likewise has its 
cr6ss ; but We dare not say that our crosses are very 
heavy. In my ministry, which I ou^t to €)0iMider{a8 
the most important point, I am signally favoured. 
There I meet with very few trials, and many en- 
couragements. I think St. Mary's has of late been 
fuller than ever, and the great attention of the audi- 
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torjr, together with the liberty, which, for the most part, 
I am iavoured with in preaching, gives me reason to 
hope that the Lord is amongst us, and that some good 
is going forward.. There is & spirit in many of my 
hearers in to¥m, which helps me more than all my 
books* This was wanting when I preached at S., and 
I felt the want of it. It is a mercy to be enabled to 
be in a measure faithful when abroad, bnt the camfori 
and pleasure* of preaching I find mostly at home. 
But I.faftve reason to be ashamed that I am so poor 
and ineffectual a preacher to my own heart ; but per- 
haps if it were better with me in some respects, it 
might be worse in others. The Lord best knows what 
is needful to check the growth of those evil weeds, of 
pride and self-conceit, in my heart. That state which 
gives me daily, continual proofs of my poverty and 
weakness, may be the safest for me^ though self might 
prefer very tivdy frames, and great manifestations ; 
sensible comfort is desirable in itself, but every one 
is not fit to be trusted with much of it. The Lord 
shields me from violent temptations, and helps me, in 
a measure, to maintain a conscience void of offence* 
These are mercies which call for more praise and 
thankfulness than I have to offer. My hope is seldom 
shaken, and if I have not much sun- shine in my walk, 
I trust I have day-light to see my path ; and though 
my defects, defilements, and omissions are innumerable, 
yet, as it is given me to trust in the Saviour for ac- 
ceptance, pardon, and perseverance, for the most part 
I have peace at the bottom of all my conflicts ; per- 
haps more than this, especially in my public way of 
life, surrounded as I am b j kind and partial friends, 
might be dangerous, and make me more high-minded 
and self-suflficient than I already am. I am a sin-sick 
soul, and having been permitted to apply to an infalli- 
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Ue Physkiaofi, who has gracioni^ undeTtalekn my 
cmej it is best for me to leave him to prescribe and 
manage for. me as he sees fit, and not be too for^tod 
in pointing out to him bow I wish he shoiM idkedt 
with me. • *• , 

I am just now interrapted,and can bnly aM nqr beat 
wishes, prayers, loYe, and 'thanks to yoo' and yoar'si 
lam most afecticmately, . > t u. .% 

Your much obliged, ' ' ■' 

JOHN NEWTON/ 

27th October, 1789. 



LETTER XXX. 



MY DEAR MADAM, 

The thought of seeing you in London gave us plea« 
sure ; but the thought that illness was the occasion of 
your coming, made it a mournful pleasure. It is well 
for my friends, as well as myself, that I can neither 
choose their dispensations nor my own. Though I 
know the necessity, and something of the advantage 
of afflictions, yet I should not permit those whom I 
love, to be sick, or in pain, or in grief, one hour in 
the year, if I could help it. Consequently, my foolish 
tenderness would greatly hurt them. I might as well 
expect they would continue in good bodily health a 
year without victuals, as to be preserved in a thriving 
state of soul for a year without trials. It is a merey 
both to them and me, that we are under better direc- 
tion and management than our own. 
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'- Mn-K* wfc^Bprr^d a secret in our ears, whidi we 
kepi dose stopped up— 4hal you were to be in Umm. 
dnWednesday-i^and often that evening L listened >al 
fhedoorv in hopes Mr. T. iroiild knocks or that some- 
body might b^ sent with a permission for me to come 
and; see jmsL But he has infiirmed us since, that you 
were too iU to fiiUl your intention. I wish, my dear 
madam, you would no longer punish yourself with 
powerful medicines, which, when they do not give 
effectual relief, are probably hurtful, but cmne to Lon- 
don and try your son's doctor. His medicine has no 
ti^te, no violent operation, yet it has great effects, and 
seems equally applicable to all cases and constitutions ; 
I suppose this is because all complaints may spring 
originally from one general cause — an obstruction in 
some part of the human frame. I had with reason^ 
a good opinion of this wonderful method of cure, when 
I was at S., but now I can speak more positively ; for 
I am acquainted with the principles upon which the 
science is founded, and can affirm them to be as ra- 
tional and innocent as the art of making butter. 

It is still true, as I said, that we are in the Lord's 
hands, and that when he is pleased to lay trouble upon 
us, it cannot be taken off without his leave, nor before 
his time. But when that time is come, he often in- 
clines us to use the means which are most suited to 
relieve us, and perhaps puts it in our hearts at the 
right season, to point out the means to one another 
which he designs to make usefol. It is with this hope 
that I write to you. I hope the Lord will greatfy 
sanctify your present illness; then you will be the 
sooner well. For when affliction has answered the 
^id for which his wisdom appointed it, we may 
humbly rely i^on his goodness to remove it; for h^ 
will not let his people suffer wit|iout a need-be. 
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mJesm; ftr lo4Hich, allthi«g»4we6»g^tge4«n4^iNHP^ 
9id^4o work «br go«4. If they bahr^fadaltllyit h w^i 
iflbej ai^ iick, k is trea likewise) the Loyd tove* 
Hwm whftfli'hd gtvesv and he 1ovb» them: Nvben b* 
Iftkeffftifaj. Theii* oowfeHs are Uessingisi,-^ they* 
ara sanotiied to them hy hitf pronusas and % pm]r<ff*9 
Ibaw IdaLi are also bksshigSy for they are s^it t» 
waan them from (he world, and to ^awfjibeir heaitsr 
nearer to bimsatf. They' afi»4 them mw pfpofs of 
his eaire oyer thenit and td his power to- siq^part apd 
iidkvef theau And tbaagb helievefa must saff^t 
soBietimes while hape, the daytfaC their moueniag will 
sooB^ be ended, a«d th«i all shall ho well for e^er. 
M I breaiLfoMed lately with Sir Charles iMsddletM. 
^e enqaived wilsh mueh kintibess aft^ Mr. T^ and 
^«[M that he hfti Mr. T.'s inend to assist ^a^im 
(be Navy Office. But I vast break off with a taller 
af lofve, and thanks, aftd best wishes^ in which d 
cosdiaUy joins. 

I am^ your affeelioBate and obligi^ 
^ Friend and servant, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

No.6. 

19th February, 1790. 



• t ).. . . 

liliTTEll XXXT. 






' l7 has been ,1^^ iny ou]3d;tf»wia^ (Di}Kmfi^^ 
tiaae pc^st. Byj^taj^ng (till ^rd«ff1 I W\ infomyw 
that M^ A. breaUasiod iwith me this morning, 8i\d 
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fit 

Uaxm tQwu toi4ay>. As our »<yM>w»t»iye is wm h^ 
giiiy liiope ta b«ve tbe fimame of uteing hm itow; 
ikiid theoi «Dd I trust we- shall b% imHuaUjr glad t» 
meet. Mfs«N. ha» been v^ry{x>orli|c(^ late. We are 
galled to the:eftercise of faltb aoad patioioe, aitid dwr 
c^reumstaiioes of her case still afford enCouragtaieiiite 
pra^ fof her neoevefjr^ with Kubiiiissioa te the Jjurd's 
will,.. I he^ our desires.W submit to his will« areiMl 
fro^]^ (constraint, but fri^nv^ r<MiC thoiig^ tooi fimt^vaafwa 
we Are^ypurcri with of his. wisdom and |^>#daeas. ^ I 
hope we neith^ wish nor dare to choose absolutdgr far 
epK^yea^ even if it were left lo our choioe. We are 
awaie thai afflictions spring not out <^ tite ground^ buti 
that to these who desire to fear ,«nd love the Lsad^ 
tb€^aretokens,not of wrath, but of favour; that thope 
iaa need^be for thenH ^^ ^bat though at preaettt ma^ 
joyous. b«^ grievous to tfie^ flesh, Ab^y are designed* 
through his blessing sanctifying them, to j^ield after'' 
wards the peaceable fruits <^ righteousness, wb^i we 
have been duly exercised by them. The word ^^ after*^ 
wards "intimates that this good effect may notbepro>* 
duced immediately. When he sends them for a 
gracious end, he will not remove thcnn ^U that end bt 
answered^-and then they shall not be prdlonged. In 
the mean time he pronases to be with kis peofAe iii 
their trouble, and to make thdir strength e^ual to thekr 
d^, so that if pressed they shall not be casi doWn, loc 
if ea^i down^ they shall not be ^e^oyed* I trust ydu 
wia help us with your prayofSt . , 

You were told that Dr. B. informod Hf. F. that he 
l^ad cured Miss* K Ix^opld not believe k.possihle. 
Mrs. Newton jasked, JUir^j ^., mid he assured berthaH 
there was not t)ie sinatlest^^ndatioil (for Sudi ado- 
ponrt, I wish to b^ a^icausti^iu^ of receiving leporta, ai 
of receiving a thief*into my hpae^ (o^ 1 4u(fed that mat 
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of them out of ten are utlerly fakeend' groundless; 
and tkai when there is smM truth in them, it is usuall j 
mixed with additions and: misrepresentations. And 
too many people, who would scorn or fear to invent 
untruths, are too ea»ly induced to circulate what is 
invented by others. 

The Lord is good. His mercies are new every 
morning. We have one trial : I may almost say we 
have hut one. But he affords us and continues to us 
a thousand blessings and comforts, which call for much 
thankfulness and praise. My history may be read in 
a small compass, in Deut. xxxii. 10 — 14. He found 
me in a waste howling wilderness — he has led me 
about, put me in various places and situations, and 
every succeeding change has been to my comfort and 
advantage. In mercy he has frequently stirred up 
my nest, shaken me in it, and forced me to fly to him, 
when I should otherwise have dropped into sleep and 
security. I hope he has instructed me. He certainly 
has kept me as the apple of his eye : he has provided 
well for me, and raised me to undeserved honour, even 
to preach the faith I once laboured to destroy. This 
I account the highest honour a sinner can attain to in 
the present life. Alas I I must take in the 15th verse 
likewise. Often have I waxed fat and kicked, and it 
is owing to His goodness, not my own, that I have not 
utterly forsaken the God and Rock of my salvation* 
If I am saved at last, (and I humbly trust I shall,) it 
will be not only in defiance of my enemies, but la 
defiance of myself. 

We were glad to hear from Mr. A. that you were 
all well, and shall hope for aline of confirmation und^ 
your own hand before long. Mrs. Newton rides out 
an hour or two in a coach in the evening, when the 
weather is fair, but canaot go to church or drink tea 
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wiSi a fii^iid. Thimigh mercy she lum g#od Iqpiritfli 
aftd a Aieamire df p&tience, which I trast n given her 
flfom above, from him who knows her fnOne, mid what 
is needful for her support. 

lam, 
Your affectionate and oMiged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

9th July, 1790. 



LETTER XXXIi: 



My mind is often at P., but it has been more S6 
than usual to-day. This day twelvemonth you re* 
o^ved us under your hospitable roof, and the month of 
September was filled up with proofs of yotor Undtiess. 
I trust we Aall not cease to remember yoii both with 
affection and gratitude, while we are able to think. 
My dear has often said, why do you not write to Mr. 
and Mrs. T. ? — ^Not for want of good-will, I am sure ; 
but I know not Well how to write. I am sensible 
that you wish to hear how she is, and I am at a loss 
to tell you. I^t ihe begin with the pleasing side. 
Her spirits are good; she is but seldom in much pain; 
for the most part she sleeps tolerably well, and the 
^Lord favours her with patience. Her husband and 
her child love her dearly ; her servants likewise shew 
her an affection and an attention which money could 
not purchase. Through the Lord's goodness I am able 
to procure whatever majf* Kate the least tendency io 
aUeviate her trial or"* id me^ her widlies. We have 
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Avis. TlMi# o^att frau Martifaft , of n^Mr AMy 
iiiRMi&illiiesgtefcfliAfvirMiBe tlnailief^, aredeMifif^. 

But she has the janndice ^apiMMidtid tohei'pHfi'' 
dpal eom^aint, frafwrtl and great sickness at lier 
stomach rani at attea wlte» it » desirable she might 
itlui tt AnAte 'qotttttiiy of nourishment, she has often 
a loathing to food, so that it often reqnifei gr^^ ex- 
ertion to take the little food she can. You will not 
wonder therefore &at she is very weak. Yet she is 
not confined to her bed, and is generally able to go a 
little way in a coadi every afternoon, if the weather 
be fair. Bat tht cUef mercy to ns both is, that we 
know in whose hands we are, and hare access to a 
throne of grace to plead the promise of strength ac- 
ecMrding to our day. There is nt)thittg in her case at 
present aceodBog to appearamc^ to dboomrage prayer 
andlnpeiMrheriietief; batitifi critkf^ I l^w^ 
desist to' kAr^ ilitkh mal who does all M«gi?tr^. 
The iesb wiU hliTe ite^feeUngs^M the Lord^s Mttr> 
beean^hddoes s^;>pcnr#; andif hei^plelMe&tosalM;^ 
what; he app^ints^ we shaRoiie dliy piraise him. Iltop^ 
w^detive^ tm praise him now. Faiyiftd ar^ tte i^^Miirib 
of a friend ; and he i^ha ioiows our path^ considers 
oiif frame^rand reHtembci*s we ej^ but dusts is a flriend 
mieed^ able to. help and to sat^ t»ihe uttermost. 

We haveUnred together Biote than ferty y^ars; W4 
eaoBft'eapect, tmt^ we eaniiot desire, to Bute hett 
ahrays^: TheOdiMk Husbmriaian wiH not cut down his 
term tiftft^te fiiUjr ripe. His hour thertfore, when* 
tfvet^ hccomol, must be tiie fittest* and the> best«->^aiid 
tin his boar cbm^, we * are imm^?tal. Hoi^v^ km 
wbaiay* be- bsflla|;ht, He dsA'rdae ns again, lor to the 
i;ord'oa^€M:: bdoBfftfae issaes from deathl I trust 
ym shall have your prayera thai ons wiBs may be ptr* 
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fjfiifjjiy uaited lo lA^ It k a fisei and dmMesv a 
mrisi^ iq^pdntiDeBt^. tbal. our ihartiest UmgvnA itUbt 
nfm^ #row ^oal of pur-ddiuretl comfoHo. UilMCXied^ utt* 
fip4lw< blHKaim» i» >il#t foj' this; iwoddi :Biit ' UloiBed ' 
be God^ he l|iM^Uhe0«ke>iqipokiAe^ tfadosiwbo 8#w 
itt, te^c» ^h^U titvjdoe tinMifffl|^^ith joy. < i iWe mifc m 
r«(9tb^oiiddie'8kie9v!iiieYeri8tB4uif dsy. Tbcnhqe^ 
{Km6gi» will bewi^hg«liiiixtiire,'almt^meili, inleBittp 
Uan, oreads TbeniTebiipe.tot^eepiibBicMi' Wlwl 
reiUum liaye 11^0^ py detur fHead, ei/inkrvHiile «orfo^ui|f^ 
to be always rejoicing ! A sinner swrcd firoid fadl, bit 
ju9i desert, and who has the bope of eternal glory 
«et before him, can have nether right nor reason to 
complain. But oh this sluggish heart <^ unbelief! 

I hope the time when either of you will be watch- 
ing the looks of the other, with .the solicitude which I 
feel, is yet distal. But ii witl come. And when it 
does, the ren^mbrance of the years you have passed 
together will be like a dresan wfaofi. o&^ awakes — so 
traasienti so beyond Ae power of recalll Tbei^ wfa^n 
flesh and heart are about to fai), when you are upoa 
the point of takixig. leave iA all that you have seea 
with yoir eyes> may the Lord }m the ptrength of y tw 
hei^ ^d your portion for. ever i 

, I, would he . tbankfiili tW tin this hour ^ tcialr diMr 
C. is /^)K)ured with j)f rfeet hasdth.. Thitf ia m gimt 
qonfort to me. Qur mercifiol Lord does.n^it brinf all 
upon us at once. When she was dl, my dear wa# 
aJUe (^ind just aUe) to attend h»r: she is now repaid. 
Other calls ^oiiv^traiii me; to l^iive a^, I m^ ts^ 
say my handan^ heajit aife fiAl. . . ^ ^ > 

. . I am always,, ^,r' ./' i- . 

Your obligad aad i^<|ctiqkiala strvant^. 
JQHN NfiWXON. 

,iJ^|H»iiiker3rd,'i790- 
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: My dear can aomtmes 90^ m Btlfe frnky ttiA.«^ 
doctorrecoifuiieiidait.i If your^fHdlaftoatiirfbiAlafeir 
peaches, and you canspaie apiiie««ppfe Waecomptoy 
them, I. will thank you. These thungsr «an' ibe boMm 
in Iiondwi, axid wedo ttot quite wanttwhal nitiii^f 4an 
proenre ; but .the . circiiiMstaioa of eomAng^ limff''il 
would give tbem a peddiinr relish, tke tabte -^of ';^4«r 
kindness. She knows not of myi mentionang the^* 
She would be glad> know the title of the litA^ bdok 
which ooniained the story of a fittle gleitnoiS*iutd^« 
other childirenfs ho(d£s. I; •' •• '" f' 

I , , ' ■ . ■ , . f. '■ . , "-MJ "' • 

■' .1 ,tii av 



LETTER XXXTIi: 

Mri9. C. cafled last night, and brought the tOillB^ 
<rf fine peaches and pears, which looked and dtrielled 
as if they tame, from P. I exan^ncfd the basket to th« 
bottom f09P a letter, but wa» dfeappdnted. I tiiailk' 
you however for the fmit, attd for the pine^pjfl^ 
whtehyou sent before, but nrf dtear is quite sbn^, airt 
I am fdmost fio, for^e trouble Igav^ybu. ' Sht sln^ 
the letter I s»t, but I put d^rwn the fruit jost^Mj^ 
afterwards, without her knoidedge'. " '-^'^ 

I hope you Will Write soon. I' cannot say ^ieii/ 
etther blotter or worse than' when I wrote last, botb^ 
sinrits continue good. Our trial" vs long, butwealfe^ 
mercifully supported^ bnd have much cause to be 
thankful. If the Lord please, she shatt yet recover-^^ 
there seems nothing divectly to forbid the hope, if her 
iqppetite was but in a measure restored; I hum'bfy 
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tfwt h% yrUi give a gtaekm fssM in his own time, 
weA thalf^ie shBUoM divf Bay, Ete has done all things 
vi»IL n'l milKat jou now, net for ^ikes or pekcheSf, 
1^ fcr ' jcnr p&agrats. 

I 4id not doiAt bat Mr. T. would accept tbe bill I 
^w «iponlMi in fln^onr of Mr. L. and I thought they 
ipwiH like to kaow ieach other. I need not say that 
Ibr. h, is a seniiUe ingelaioiii man. His peculiar 
ewe has made him mneh known and noticed. His 
loany dtfficnljtieB and diiappointments hare formed 
him (by the Lord's blessing) to a spirit of cheerfiil 
dependance and and undaunted perseverance, in a re* 
markaUe degree ; and I cannot doubt but the Lord 
whom he serves and trusts, will bring him safely 
through all the changes and storms he meets with. 

He made me both sorry and glad by his account of ^ 
dear Mrs. T. I wish his easy recipe of hot water 
may effectually xemore the complaint in her stomach. 
You know I have been a warm advocate for drinldng 
hot tea. 

After all, we are at theLovd's diiifosai, who khows 
what is most fit for our good. When health is better 
for ,us uyon the whole than sickness, tre shaH be wisll. 
Bu|t when, he sees sickness wffl be most foroorad>- 
^aiUage, all the doctors in town or oonntry cannot pre- 
vent it, or remove it an hour sooner than is necessary 
to answer his fracious design ; for he wHl do us good, 
even in defiance of ourselves, and however unpalatable 
the leoper means may be.to our taste^ Mrs. T. gives 
her children food or. firait wi& pleasore; she has not 
th9 SMDne pleasure in appointkig them physic or Uiis- 
tevs; but if these are deeawd needM, because she 
loves her cbUdleii, At wiU not be moved by the wry 
ftoes they may make, or the smart they may feel, to 
nei^ieet the use of what tbe physician prescribes. Now 
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moeh of the ikitt «f our heaveiv^ Physician it sees in 
the feMNMUe appHc^lioB ef those hitter medUoines 
, wldfih "we cell ^ietieMi. He .knows Hut they ai<e 
not joyous, but grievous, at the time. . He l^ewtAe 
kfiows land oPiNsiders our frame, reMedibeni that we 
lue hut du0t, and therefore he wHI proportion the dose 
:eiieotly to the natnre of' theicase, and the stteng^ of 
the patient ; or if he sees fi^ to dmiUe tiie4ose, he can 
dppbl^ the patient's stmogth to bear it. 

The aiiTSiMcnnqf of 6odis « pleasing sabjec^} lie 
cw a^mmunicate bis power to our weaknesi, so as to 
jw]ie lis equal to 4be aeverest teial. He has enabled 
meny of hk servants to lejoioe even in the iamea. 
Creature /ooBsfi^s are like eattdlBs^^-4hey waste wfa^ 
they Imnh gOiOiU onoiafter anetheis and war are some^ 
4iwim #£raid <tf b^g left in.thedavk. Candles are 
vf^efyl in the nifhl,er in a dark place. But if we 
foi^y the beeina of the Midaumnwr Sun, we can n^ake 
a i^QOd ^hifit without caniHes« Tkau H not only one 
or two of our earthly ccmiforts were to fail us, but if 
th# whala cMiliiQn around us wete dtstr^ed, and yon 
OP X were th# ^y crt aturo6<in te universe^^he Lm^, 
tbeSun^of the soul^ could auske nsiceinpletol|r hiq[^, 
aii4 ill enroapaetlies for happkiess^ to the utmost, 
immediately fmm himsdf. In the psesenl atfto we 
ranst fiedvbttt if iw« ucm fais^ we need not fear*- W^ 
moff^ yea, soHi^mes wbumm^ wa^ bpt be will sooti 
wipe all tenure. fesM ourefes. ^Bnt I mast break- o#. 
We send4mr lovr loatt who bear the name of |^ ^r K. 
£«er yewr i a%c(ioaate and mast obliged^ 

; JOHN »EWT«». 
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L'Bf»TE'& 'XKXIV.' ' ^ 

JAY I>^A^ .FPJ«^X>S, . 

' In i^ Mm to thmk you &» Iha bMt<of fiAe:fwVM4 
fox Mrs. T.'s kiu4 iett<ir; bwl iodaed, -ipb^ ^M«im» 
JH)»e ^ni A\ms4, I wi almofit ma feosj' us Mr. T., 
tlMMwbiafediJfefjwit iwy. « But I imo,; m« 4p tMnfc 

liw\r# iiMle to^dd to nrjr £Mr«^ Aooonnt =Qf Sfos, 
N^tqqi. )j( MB 4itm ,a tii»e of sus{iensie, ^nd I «MU 
^«f^^l^9 of bfSkig abb to Aend yon i^titor .niew ; 

e^;^%Ji^. and myself an OieXoiad'fl.hands.Ktth ,* 4ir 
gi^ of cheerfulness,— «nd tbere are times whop. wiMlofy 
^Jm#tr^^willD9ltti». WbenHeis^pleftaedto 

^l^m» 4o^mMi^. Thus &e imib of: Sk^isie 
^<mfi^^meA'l^i egf99fimf»^ and Ibis is «ie beneftt ^ve 

^^m .wAgi^e Hi pn9^ ^f his power And fei^MUb- 
'WSSAiPit^ MTftfwigF sifty with Darid, " Jt is goodfo^ine 
^ Wm ^mM, )tliat I mighl k«ro.% sfatntc^/' 
l4b^gbt jTMfc vBw^d iiot bo ungi^ witkntefc^^ sendf* 
i^ ASr. JU 4^ yMPLf wd he^is «^ n^i bo teow^ joa, 
^ijd^afied miih Urn Jm^ tbal bis nd^^^fk^mHr 

i^o^b^l^idffqlMttgMtea, Js)b«dlI)OKlAd.tPb<^ 
*•* dist is ii(»iipte*dy udiieved, thw«h ^ my (««i 
J^Hfiar juig»o»t, I b^yievo that they, wko ioro thoX^, 
f^^f» si^rloo W9^', eaa neyer be tiolL/wh^ health 
^^Mid Mat itho vhrie be betler tor them ; i^jr in hoa^i- 
iiess naduqit « mod^b^# For in bm My proypd^ufe 



d by Google 



orems and oar's, we have multiplied {vodb that ke.d8f 
lighteth in our prosperity, so far as we can saiUy lisar 
it. But sin is a dangerous sickness, whidi requires a 
repetition of medicine; and afflictions, though in them^ 
selres evils, are among the medicines by which the 
Lord promotes the recovery of our souls; and when he 
ki ^eased to sanctify them, they well deserre to he 
numbered among the means of grace. 

Most medicines that are ^ficadous in bodily dnw^ 
ders, are unpleasant to the taste and in their ofon,* 
tions. Thus afflictions at the time are not joyous but 
grievous ; it is rfterwards that the good effbcts i^pear* 
And we may be assured that the infallibly wise 
Physician prescribes nothing in win. What gromid 
can there be for complaint, or fear, or dei^nd^Ke, 
when he has assured us before-hand, thai all &ingt 
shall work together for good ? 

But though all this sounds well from the pripit, and 
looks pretty enough upon paper, when affairs go oa 
smoothly ; and though we can talk thus to others who 
are in trouUe, we find it difficult to realize v^at we 
piofess to know, when the ease becomes tmr ewtA 
However, the Lord can help us, and he do«9, but in 
such a manner, as to make us fed that our hdp eaa 
come only from himself. What a mercy to be aiUe^ 
in the midst of all the changes and distraetioiiS 
of the present life, to look forward to a better) 
We shall not always be as we are now. ^ Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord." They diut theb 
eyes upon sin, and pain, and sorrow, to open them in 
his glorious pres^ice, in the midst of the assaahljr 
that surround the throne. What a wonderM f rami* 
tion ! May we judge by the scriptural rule, and weigh 
all our concerns in the balances of the sanctuary i 
When we compare temporals, whether pleasai^ ^ 
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pdnMl, iHih eternals, how do thej sink in point of 
ittfibitatioe (it woold be a pbor thing to possess aljt 
Mie'^piod sueh a world as this can afford, even for the 
taB whidi Methuselah lived, and then to fall into 
ft* fit' from whence there is no redemption. And to 
M^ like^iiizanis, Ml oi sores, at a rich man's gate, for 
wmj yettrs, wcmld seeilh no great matter, if like him, 
we passed from that state into the joy of our Lord ! 
To patient faith the prize is sure. May we have 
greee and patience to endure to the end; to 'do and 
suffer the Lord's will for our appointed ^eafion, and 
SMI all will be well. 

But I muit stop — ^we- join love to you and aH your'^, 
atifpartieularly named. 

'*Tlte far I had written on Saturday, When the 
Dtootir is cothing down stairs, informed me that the 
symptoms whidi had lately taken place seemed to 
Mbid Uny Mpe of her recovery, and that he was not 
Biffe-tdie w<mki survive that night. She is living still, 
kit I'^tmk it probable my next letter will come to 
jm whh 8 bkck ^eal. i was graciously supported 
tkraogh my services yesterday, and neither my food 
nftr rest interrupted by my feelings. My mind is in 
the main composed, and I trust I can say from my 
heaapt, *' Thy will* be done." I praise Him that he has 
faied'faer to me so long : — she has not only been my' 
cUef eardily comfort, but the hinge upon which the 
kadittg ibovements of my life have turned. I cer- 
tainly oi^ht to love her; — she was a valuable and 
faitMul companion ; but my attachment has been ex- 
cessive and idolatrous ; and my greatest trials, as well 
as the greatest proofs of my ingratitude in the sight of 
the Lord, have sprung from this source. How justly 
might He have taken her from me long ago ; or with- 
A«wn his blessings without which, no union of heart 

£ 
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can subsist between such incpii9|f^il ocefdlitfes M19 
i^-e. She has seemed almost an nece93aij toy i^e ifi 
the light of the sun, and to thip minute, wjiffi it Iwfid 
or desirable for me to choose n>r myself, aod ^^W^ vq 
study full of guineas, I would rather pp^ yfidi thqn 
all than with her. Yet bles^e^, |^ t||l^.{^,. J m 
satisfied, and have not a wi^i, tfea^ t]lip^,|fi|fi]|4 be 
otherwise than they are, becaj^e 1 Ijoum hi^ WNW^ 
ments are wise and good. , . . . . 

The patience the Lord ha^ giyepi h^K.^fbmiKilitiil 
course of this long and heavy ty^^ is wp|i4fy^t' »i 
have at no time heard the least expn^sJc^of^rygiiiMf 
or impatience escape her lip^. I C^H]i9|,4PHi^ <jN 
she knows herself to be a sinuf^r} ^a^i \^9^S^ks^W9ltt 
in the Saviour; but she has l^doifd |g»G^(eft ,ll|i|f^ #f 
herself, and at present is quit^. 8Uent oq. t^ tjml 
Though calm, and even cbeei^, "whea^ll^l^C^.MJi^ 
terval of ease, her spirit seemi; kx^ied ^^ 9^^§^ 
Lord can open it, and enabij^ ber tp gi^r^ 11^ 909fKf^ 
words of comfort, l^efor^e she g<^ b^nce. Urift if 99(1 
necessary to my $«LtisfQ£tiQp, a|iA I huim qp n|^t, ^ 
claim it, but it seems deairf^le,, ftp4 I h<^ I ^^ 
humbly ask it. I have little else, t^^ 9fik. tov. l^eft 9Qp- 
I have much to ask for myself— i«ris4oi9» s)^9^9|gt]^ 
submission, circumspectix}ny i^ fiTMM^paliliX thfi^ }, 
may not dishonour my prp^e^^^Q, by, . gifVin^ ^vi|^l^ (^ 
unmanly sorrow, which is indeed^, «t tbe^boj^of^. IftH^ 
better tbai^ rebelUoa agajiiist the Lord, f^j^ fyr. ^ 
ipy dear friend^. 

I ^m alway^^ 

Most. alpectiopf^^Jjf. your'^ 
401MI WRWTOBf. 

18lh October, 1790. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

'' WaEN I wrote last I thought you would soon hear 
fiom me again. Not a week, seldom a day has passed, 
without an expectation of mj dear's speedy removal, 
SkA has been the cause of my delay. Yet she is 
Mill Eying, or rather now, and since Saturday, dying. 
H«r $ight and speech have failed ; she pays no atten- 
ftfti to what passes around her. While she could 
i^p^, she often called upon her dear Lord, and her 
Beii^' Saviour, the Lord Almighty, &c. She called for 
tttm Saturday ; I kneeled down by her ; she stroked 
toy fece, and squeezed my hand ;* we both dropped a 

* like ^onah (well oiv stori^ suit) 
I Tiewodmy goitfd, well pleas'd ; 
liko bim, I could B0l see tlte ittot 
On which the wonn had seized. 

^ But atw, at leoe^tlMhe hour dvaW mg^ 

CWhat hour I mu» have known;) )A o 
When an my earthly joy must 4ie«. » 
And I he left alone. 

She dnipp'd a tear, and srasp'd my hand) 

And fain she would have spoke ; 
But weU my heart could understand 

The language of her look. 

Farewellf it meant, a last adieu ! 

I soon shall cease from pain ; 
This sileitt tear I drop for you ! 

We part— -to meet again. 

I said> ** if leading idl below 

You now have peace divine,. 
And would, but cannot, tell me so. 

Give me at least a mgn." 
B 2 



I 
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few tears ; thtis we took a silent leave of each other, 
for I said little, and she said noUiing, but her frequent 

t-j w " T'; . — 

She rais'd, and gently wav'd her hand. 

And fiU'd me with a joy. 
To which die wealth of sea and land; 

.Comipar'd,w^pebtttftt#y, , 

K , Itrawtyiadted, ibeloiewlhitglfmee ' 

Bf^fpre this tryins day^; ,., • • 

' '' ButSatan^ad,awhae, access, j .,-;< 

' »' VTofiUTi^i^iti'distoay:'" ' ' ' ' 

. ', ..^ I's. i /;/ *. • • ...-■.*. 

Till then .tho' ^WQ long yearji she pin'4 ;• - .^' 

H^HhoHit an hotiydf'(6ase, 
^ /Cb4eriiilshe9tflapi^eat^,tesig&^d, 
, i.A^<HH»ftJ»^cipssi|i.peaoei. , t. • . * ; r 

, ;. .1;. ,Dp|Uy,whU^f^)a,clotel/too, ' ' i ■ 
. . . , S^^^ipadtiie,\?<w>4f^God; ' \ 

And t^ien^e her hope and comforts drew, ^4 ,^ 

• flelir ihed'ciie, and' her food. 

A stranger might have well presnm'd* 

From wliat he sai^r her bear ; 
This burning bush was not consum'd 

Because ^e Lord was there. 

Three days she could no notice take, 

N«r squeak, nor hear, Wi' see ; 
O Lordi did not ray heart-strings ache ? . 

Did not I cry lb thee; 

That while I watch'd her, night and day. 

My will, to Thine, might bow? 
And, by this rod, didst thou not say 

*' Behold your idol no w ! " 

** From h^ you lov*d too muc^^ PfOp^ 

Your sharpest grief and pams — 
For soon or late, the heart jnust bleed 

That idols entertains."-— 

Yes, Lord, we both have guilty been, 

A nd justly are distreSs'd ; 
But since thou dost forfpve our sin, 

I welcome all the rest. 
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woTd^My pretty dear} HiQuigii sbe iraiited (Bither 
strengtb or freedom to sp^ak imidi to itte about lier>- 
9df»^ I fa^d £oad pi!Qof that . ber heart vna conversant 
with tfae-Lord; the darkness and temptation, ^h^h I 
beliefe I mentioned in my last, gradually wore ofT. 
She seldcmi had vioknt pain, thaugh she must hftre 
beena great sufferer, lying alwayb in one place and 
posture ; for sh^ h«»ncil boaa moved to have her bed 
made for more than a mtmth,' 4nd only two or three 
times with difficulty moved Ihun one side of the bed to 
the other, to get the sheets changed. Her patience and 
composure have been v^ry fidmiraUe, the gift and Uess- 
ing of the I/)rd. I ai^ npw Wftitiog- the Lcnrd's hour |Mr 
her release, and expecting it ftom one how to another. 
If I send my letter to-day,. piM'liaps you may pay post* 
age. I think. you may take it for granted, that before 
it reaches you, my dea^ will be delivered from this sin- 
ful and sorrowful world. I need not say, pray for me; 
yea, I request yon to praise pn my behtdf, for I am 
mercifully and wonderfully supported — ^I am not at all 



Only uphold us in the fire. 
Our fainting spirits cheer ; 

And 1 thy mercy will admire 
When most thou seems't severe. 

Fainter her breath, and fainter grew 
Until she breathed her last : 

The soul was gone before we knew 
The stroke of death was past. 

8oft was the moment, and serene, 
Thtt all her faffisrings dos'd ; 

,No agony, or struggle seen, 
^6 feature discompos'd. 

The parting struggle all was mine, 
" Tis the survivor dies ; " 

For she w^ freed, and gone to join 
Th» Iriumpii of the skiet. 
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dif^lod frwa fMk tenriee, dot ne my tipfftsOte at 
sleep w<^8e than tmdL Ifed-^biill hopeinysoiflfe 
pnHy lerigneit^Ae whm, hdy, and gooiwai^f tte 
M4> wh(E^ bPGH|[}il nt 1^ fipom Ad kovse «f iNmdttge 

{uftieyti aaidoMBiegpidialfaMfaoiff*. May g<d6e 
forbid tiba I shiraUdiMrwt Um, w compliitt ^OM 
mvr. Yetif kfttoMrysab^ Islio«ddM(Mit<MtfteA 
wdd bull IB a not. IhUrd "wHbemo&ntttbL^pifk 
9Me cS Ifr. W.'s heaUb, md tliat he was g<me 16 
•}*IMM Kitiie thaLoid'swill, itod»(»ttqK)iJ1h^ 
.iMei Ha ttm relam Wm ta^ yen iMfe and sottdi 
Jtfy hni amhaa will ttti^d Um. Wift uy loveto 

Sr. ^ . • ■ . . Iremailify • - 

> Yattr jBost affactkmale and aUigdK 

lOHN NEWTOW. • 

• I ii^e-^' haste, faariag' iMen hindered by itftiny 
^Mlulitd afidjen^pGliyies; ' . 



LETTER XXXVI. 

MY DSAB FRIENDS, 

AccKPT a short letter, just to repeti thanks for all 
yma kindness, and to infiuw yon we had a safe and 
pleasant journey, arrived at No. 6. in the eveninip, 
and found all well. My heart travelled with yon to 
}\, where I 1k^ to hear the Lord gave yon to reton 
%vith equal safety^ and perhaj^ about the same time. 
I could gladly haipe retimed With yen. Indeed, if 
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t6Lf ^oftt and duty tmiB not lii»^, t couB wttliiiglj' HV« 
ohd die witii joii. 

llieJMt ^ hi home, afW la l()t)g ^l^nce, etilts 
ttf di^iil^ fbt dtl^ion to m^^ ihitig^ ; Irtift t hitist 
It&d time t5 fiuy. Oh! ttia^ify the Ltfi^ ^th itte, lui^ 
lelVNiescdlHis^iid^metogethei'. Vert W(MfAefriiil kav^ 
fiJlsi dealiligfi beett i^idi me, 8iti<^ tb^ day Mrhen he todi 
Ittreliy the hand to brihg lae out of ^ypt. )^<He, tib 
AMdbt, have ^en hitn Wotkiitg WoildeYfuHy ih yotfr 
olm conei^nil. We lire retily debitv^ ! Iffay he give 
m of. his OTM, that %e may have somefhing tb n^ 
Mm, fc^ we faiave loothing that we can pift>perly ^1 
auir% hU ^n and misery, t wfsh to be tkote thatik* 
ful toft What the lotd haiH be6n io D|«--t>ut I long 
t^ rise a step Ugher ^till, to be enabled to contemplate 
bid chat^fistei*, kk displayed t^y the tf(m 6f Cfhrist, so 
that I may doBtintoldly kdmite and adoi^ himfor wha^ 
hb Uf in hinue^. He would hieiye been great and 
j^ldrioni, wi^, {M^Werfui, hcjy, ^d gracious, tholi^ I 
naflneter been brought into ekiBtenee, or had been 
left to periistl a^ I deserved. There would have been 
a redeemed company though I had fi6Vef known him. 

Here I would so !tx my eyes and thoughts, as in a 
mannet to forget myself— and then, when my heart 
was overwhelmed, as it w^«, with Hit migesty com- 
bined with mercy, his glory shining in grace — ^to bring 
the matter home, an4«ay with gratitude and triumph 
<— This Grod, this great and wonderful Grod is our God! 
Ilaj we be mtreemidoyed thus iqun earth; so far as 
w» ave, we Aall sfaat^ in the joys of the tnheritanoe 
of' the samts in light. 

The sun shines bright i^poii you. this morning, (for 
it is a fine day)y but I cannot see it : the houses hide 
it fnim me, but t have light fVom it. It i^ thus With 
my sod. 1 seldom have maeh sim-«£{hine, but tight I 
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trust I have from the Sun of Righteousness, by wfaicb 
I see my way, and have an imperfect glance of the 
end to which it leads. Well — such a glance is wortli 
.all this poor world can bestow. The redeemed before 
:the throne — look how they shine! — hark how they 
sing I They were not always as they are now ; they 
were once like us, sorrowing, suffering, sinning ; but 
He has washed them from their sins in his own blood, 
and wiped away their tears with his own hands. 
Amongst them are some who were once dear to us, 
with whom we have shared in pleasiure, and sympa- 
thized in pain. There I trust is my dearest. I can- 
not describe my feelings last night, when I looked 
upon t^e bed in which she languished so long, but it 
;Was a comfort to think — she is not here now — I hear 
no moans, I see no great distress — she is gone — she 
is, risen, and I hope ere long to follow her. 

My love to your whole family — ^mention me to your 
/servants, who were all Very obliging to us. May the 
Xord:give them the privileges of his servants. THe 
Lord bless you — ^pray for us. Now I must subscribe 
myself.'in great haste, 

Your very affectionate and much obliged, 
;; . JOHN NEWTON. 

No. 6. 
Itt October, illftl. 



LETTER XXXVIL 



MY DEAR raiENDS, 

I HOPED to have seen you about this time, and 
therefore deferred writing, but Mr. Romaine tells me 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



81 

jmi cannot come yet. Whenever the Lord lyrings yoii) 
I skaU. jump fev joy to. see you, Mid so will Catty. 
I often think of Mrs. F, and Mrs. D. How gladly 
wotdd I restore them to health if I could ! The Lord 
ean easily do it, and if it he best npon the whole, he 
will. Sfaoiidd he a]^int otherwise for either of them, 
I hope they are safe in his gracious hands. If they 
are sbmers, believing in the Saviour's name, I am 
eore it will he far better for themselves to depart, and 
to be with him for ever, than to remain in sudi a 
world, as this, where we can drink of no cup which has 
not some mixture of sin, or sorrow, or both; and as to 
their dear surviving friends and relatives, I can, from 
my own experience, testify to them of the mercy and 
.all-snfficiency of the Lord; when our gourds wither, 
and the streams of creature-comfort run dry, the 
shadow and fruit of the tree of life, and the streams of 
that river which is always full, and flowing to refresh 
the hearts of his people, can make them abundant 
amends for all that they are called to suffer, or to 
part with. I also have seen affliction! I saw the 
.worm gradually preying upon my gourd for two long 
yeans, and fe^ng my deep-rooted attachment to it, I 
oflen thought that if lou^ved it, I should never know 
a d&eerful day again. Still it drooped, and at last it 
died ! I am thankful I have not to go through the like 
again ; and to . this hour she is seldom two minutes 
together out of my thoughts: I miss her continually, 
and brieve I always stell; y^ you have been 
wilaesses that my tender feelings have not made me 
imhappy. The Lord was gracious when he gave her, 
and gracious when he took her from me;. and I can 
-4ay now, what I could not say while she was living, 
that with respect to temporals, all is as well with me 
as J wish it to be. I.am.sur^ he has, done weU^ and 

£ 5 
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. wise thuthey Me, if it were'IawM or poBBfbl*'46^ei- 
peel it. ir eiOer Mr. F« or Ifr. D. skdidd fa^ (ttSOM 
to the like tiMv ftmjr tke^ Mrii «Ml olrtaiii tfi^lihe 
fliipport. I bofp njr Mro I* "Aem mD ; ^ Iftto al^ 
readfhad the li^o«ir of Miq^qpvp l # 4d ti Mi etiJftr 
tbeLdrd. IfttlalltegMir«UaieN0tin«(r^io 
be y(m comfoH. But if, atf I kope« yo« dMH fllttit 
them aH in the kMifpdenif It will then te ii»<S#aoiiii 
either to theiBi or to jetAy ivlndi of tbeiii ipNM htfiM, 
of irhiefa foUowei jim ; then jon will deuty wfci^ AM 
every one of fhem eame into ike worUt, and wentevt 
of it, exactly at the right Une ; iqbj ymi noir be enH- 
' bkd to belike iti Through nierey we are flfi weH ^ 
usaalftl'No. 6; *parliMarly I am iso^ Ih«v^ ftf^ 
^appettt^ and sleep aonndly. I hk^e nradi to «Al»ii to 
abroad^ bnt rtoning abent ijB gdbd fbr Aijr iMflitk > I 
have enough to do whi^ at- holne, ykfatk keepst Hfy 
time fi^om hahigiiig npoit my haacht- I ah dhfae f lB 
when in tompaify^ lead nH nncbnlfoHfdde wheri donci. 
To-day, Hft^ fffeadiing my hnnM isemfdh td Urts 
Gotd«nith», I dined with themL I pr^adM to them 
thn9 dsLf tw^ve mtatbi^ bnt could not dite. Hm, 
and fw aomfe tinle befei^, fl£iid fiyr jtst a ^onA afiisr- 
l^ardt, I ilerer stirred oiit of the house bilt I expcicted 
to find tij dekrest a corpse Ht my retHhi; of 66mk 
nothing but incUi^pensable duty led 6r kc^ me {rem 
htffie. It was a long* and jniiltal post of obsen^liliDil, 
. daik^ erbry houir> Biit H is past. The eonlbhs and 
paiiis of wedded life (both werfe mtn|^ed in H^ie, 
. thdugh the comforts far exceed,) ate goii^, to retuni no 
mo^^ Only the remenibran^ r^maihs, as of a di^ofti 
wheii one awakes; but I hope the blessed consief- 
qnetices 6f our unibn will stdbsist fbr ever. She wiis 
as tfab hinge iipon which my life turned ; toy extratK^ 
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a w Mfair t ^wliWi bimd mein mia^ md ia Afincn io 
:tolli|^ Md »|p fugurd im her wai at tbia thue tke «% 
iWUfi» 4iM ^oiiM l»«f9 mftd^ ine irilU«g ta((^iBeiioiae. 

imt^^tm giqafeMoiiii^ rf jRf^ U&.. Hew much do 
J tMm lazier «•- due ;ui8tx'^BWt of tbe I^'s goodoesv I 
JBwifi rimiKr wiIcqMMaf ? When I write to {nendfi 
iriMiliF^wJwIfa^ littMisiUjf, mud witboi^ intend- 
iNgiitf <iM|Le.ber^B>y«i]ii|oot; aotnieitis, thatovtof 
ikfi aWi^imai ot <bo fcoirt the rooath will speakt luid 
^Imffmrn iRitt ^frft^ JHy ibpiglit& ave f uU (^ her, and 
iliis wme r^ef t|»,|^e thetfi Tenjt. ¥et I Idaioe mj- 
selil She was not crucified for me. We know who 
^tmsm ' ^ 9ii;ht to he my them^ . But still if be had 
.Mt hpo¥ic^ *s ^i&d»^9 it seems piohahle that neither 
pf ns^lPQidd have Imxwn him. I trust she is now with 
jb^RiK Jiiid tjiat 4Bb«rtlj we shall all meet together to 
ipmm hiiii fer all the ^weet, 4^id/ar «ff the Inttw we 
,1)111^ ktt^oWA here^ To his grace and blessing I comr 
^fUmA. jr(EHit all; w^. join in bestioFO. We c^tea talk 
i^f pl^^ag K but it grows lale^ and I inust ^bscribe 

¥«iir<affiBietf(na4e md pea% obUgedi 

JOHN WBWTQN. 

iSthl^oyember, I7dl. 
ft.. ' 



MY DEAR taiBND, 

^\^|i^N idear Bet^ and my dear partner were ill, 
^(^ were kindly anxious to hear from us., I hope you 
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briieTe thai we are no ktt interested m year csoo- 
oenw! We long to hear how you, and dear Mrs. T., and 
your family are ; and partkiilarly to hear of Mrs. F*, 
•and Mrs. D. I called on Saturday to enquire of Bfr. 
Itomiune, hut he oould give me no late information. 

We are an in the llrd^s hanis. Ifeite wise and 
•good; and does bA things weU< la th»eai*«f trouble, 
mid espeeially tn mylast great trials liMMfbimd 
him a present' and aUnsuffieient^ heifer, and h truit 
yow Witt always be able to say the same. ' tf we'tiMiy 
fear him we have no cause to be sfrmdd of him; "Me 
willt net cause grief without a need*be, nor with< w t 
suitable support, nor without t ringing it to a baip|iy 
issue. • -*•* 

Next Thursday will be the 15th ; on &te eftnni^iaf 
that day last year my dearest left us.- 'I mean*to de- 
vote that day, or so much of it as I can kee{> f!krHny- 
self, to prayer, praise, and humiliation, I fa«^ mbidi 
to ask, much to be thankful, and much to be huraUed 
for: Think of me on that day. If I were with y&u, 
and the wetither would permit, I would probably priss 
many hours of it in Mr. S.'*s wood; but we have no 
such ^ace of retirement here ; and when at bbim, I 
am not Sfve of half an hour fVee from inteimplion. 
Dear GiEUtty has a cold, but I hope it will soon go off: 
for the rest we are all pretty well at No. 6. London^ 
and frost agrees as well with my health in Winter, as 
P., and warm weather did in Summ^ ; I am highly 
£Avoured in this respect, and indeed in all respects. 
Oh ! for a mere humble and thankfid heart. 
May the Lord bless you all. — ^Amen. 
I am, and hope always shall feel myself, 

Yomr affectionate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON, 

No. 6. ' 

12th December, 1701. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 



• *'iT isriraef I ha<re been long ^sfaing and waithig to 

'faesr ^BMii yoo. I think (beiddeB tile* note ifhich ao- 

teompiMMiod Ebeiiezar,) yoirirefe one lettor, if not two^ 

M mjr 4dbt. N(^ that I shbnH fitand i^n twins witli 

imetk friends, if I ware not so much engaged at home 

-andrabnifldy tibat I can seldom find leism« for super* 

^wmoenarj secfiee; Dear Abrs. T. ! However I shall 

not give her up. How often have I known my dear 

: -Mmi M^wlon apparently i^n the very verge e( the 

^rave; and yet she was rqieatedly rak^ up, and con- 

jt iane d to me more than forty years. But she was 

<irf)ten;iBeBry ill, asd confined mostly to her chamber for 

six mondiB at- a time, before ike last trying bout. 

WSickness and health, life aad dea& will always be in 

^Ihe-- bands' of the Lord. After .all, neither youv nor 

'Mflk) T., nor any of us can be quite happy in this 

wiisvldL It'is a- state in which sin and sorrow wiU huat 

iBSf and pain us, to tfie last i^ep of life ; and therefore, 

fihougk-we wish to keep those whom we loVe wkh us 

taa long as we oan^ it is well both for us^and them, that 

we cannot live here always. We are, as you say, in 

the Lord^s hands, and he does all things wisely and 

well, at the right time and in the right manner. 

When believers are removed, the fever, or dropsy, or 

whatever the ccmiplaint may be, are only the means, 

but not pn^perly the cause, of thdr death. Iliey die 

because the time is come, when He who loves them 

will have them with him, where he is, to behold his 

glory according to his prayer, John xvii. 26. Till 
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then they are immortal. They recorer from ndaacm, 
however threatening; and are preserved nnhnrt, in 
defiance of the greatest dangers* Bnt when His hoar 
arriyes they must go ; when he will have them with 
him, we cannot detain them, nor ought we to wish 
it, though the flesh will UfA tfl^ ^i^tlbig stroke. 
Should I survive Ifara. T., I rfiaB Idie ow of the 
fiieatti >iPho is^neimrt and duurtrt to my hsai^t; .Ae 
triai win camfe still obsir to Jrau, if Ab goes iitl; 
liil I ho/76 kndwn tbd like. I am the man vriki> 
h$A ieeli aOiction, and I ean mkMkn^ you frwi 
my own ^xpsffki k fe, to tMH m thi LoM, avd nol t^ 
te afiaU. He i^ dl-'Siiieisttt. I haw fimdd Wm 
«sv and I doubt bol h«t bith joli and Mnt* Ti wilL 
My liround is not yet healtd ; my feslings art vtA 
the shme aa lit first, hut I am nat ulKturfMaUow il 
ii but a tett^KMrary sef^artitioBi Im a little wUia I 
hdpe %e shaU all mciei agahi to part n^ more ; ttaa 
aonrow and sighing Aatt fiefe away for «vor* 

I abM %ait as paUandy ai I tihti «* a ktler |po«t 
Bathv whicdi I hope wOl hifi)rlB Mie JM ham Ibal Hr 
safe jounsey^ tod that dear lfn.T.iwl8 aom4 bao^ 
fit. Isballba%itliyoiiofiii9nani)BliA. Tkou||h «qr 
kteatrcfc^ was a bcfc car e me nt indeed, loaa iUil fari^ 
ferlnyfrietidsi I%a good Ijord blesi and kelp aid 
QoiafiNi y oa beA« wheth^ siok or waU^ at hm^ m 
ai>road^by aightandby day^ Amen. 

Bdievo me to bei toy d^ar friend, 
Your iaost affectionate aM oUiged« 

JOHN NSWtOlf . 
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LBTTBR XL. 



... , IfLY V£BY I>SAB FRIBKP, 

Mft. ehffCf & Mne home oil todifMhty lait, bat I 
Ui^mli yei he^ Me lo siee hiAi. I lun glad yon 
iMb# a yuie of felBl-^t is fudged htti li<tle you could 
know €i him in so ihcAt « l^^aoe. Tfaiere Are few such 
lifctil lAqr Iha lAnti hidroww ^ir ttiMber. if the 
iMt ^ease, i itfeati lo lea^ loiMbn the Mi of Imie. 
Ifif iatdftdrt nMA« hf to MbHhM^ploiS, LdcMer, and 
IMti^iultoiriirtiy, imd so hbtaieiviM by thl! irnf df 
9h^, idiei« i httA^-«MK iMseA tt^e ftdr yeirs. lam 
iMMty giMflg itfia thiss^paififbi^th^li^ I 

*aA jm fir yota^ Mod imHalkm to F. I cto 
hohestiy tiitt ^ as fiMieHy, tUft ts tb^ t^ place 
tr mkMi MdiMitioA %daid iMd hi^ ft^xp^nj, ahd 
flr^ferahfytoai^^er; hut il telMM 1)fe thi§ yealr it 
ImMt Ii^l»)tt««tls«aMifejMdMltIshdtddbeVety 
liMi tt» «ae>a Md IM; %*. tottf ftiA dfteh ill LohdoU, 
hot 7M1 %0ldd say, yOMf bUSlRM irffl itot adtnit of it. 
liil^^fiiM^ite^frhasy; I ^iMol, I Oaj^ iHyt be mtidi 
fiwm h^iae^, k lli^y fbf the pidpit Will VIM lAilB^. 
It te my oWn assigned post, ted I isMi \sfe tfpon thb 
»(Mft myself; t shoald be ^kd to colnply ^th Bbs. 
tt ;'8 |r6qiliest> but I hav^ no« titaie fbf tteceSsary prose, 
taaA less Ibf ihakin^ verses. I tntist begin in my old 
age to l^afn to write short letters. I su^ipose I hate 
tibw ifty in my drapers which ought to be answer^ ; 
and Vvtiite I am writing one, I usually t^ceiVe two or 
thitee. My debt to Correspondents increases so rapidly, 
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(hat I fear I most soon declare myself a bankrupt, 
and leave my creditors to divide tliose in Cardiphonia 
among them as they can agree. Just now too I have 
much to settle previous to my going abroad, and tra- 
velling I find is not a season of leisure. Besides I 
am not a poet ; I have not my rhyming talent (such 
as it is) at command ; like the wind and tide it nnist 
be w^ted for, and who can tell whether wind or tide 
may o£fer in June? After all, if I can do it, I will, 
and she shall hear from me. If I cannot, I wish h^ 
kindly to accept the will for the deed. 

How time flies! Could I improve it as I ought 
while it passes, I would say, ^' the faster the better." 
but none of our Lord's commands seems more easy 
than when he directs us to say ^' when we have done 
our poor all, we are unprofitable servants." I shodd 
be ruined, were not he likewise graciously pleased to 
accept the will for the deed. Through mercy I can 
venture to say, I would do good; but, alas! evil is 
present with me ! Sometimes my thoughts endeavour 
to pierce within the veil ; and at times I d^ire to be 
there myself. I think no one can have less reason or 
more reason, to be weary of this world. I hiive little 
reason, if I consider the innumerable comforts and 
.blessings with which His goodness daily surrounds me. 
But I have much reason when I feel what I am« and 
have small hope of being much otherwise^ while I stay 
ha;^. To see htm as he is, to be like him, and be 
with him for ever ; to join the choir of the redeemiad ; 
to meet again with my dear Mary, Eliza, and many 
others whom I have known and loved that are gone 
before me, how desirable ! But my times are in his 
hands ; may I wait with patience, and do the little I 
can with diligence, and as well as he is pleased to 
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enable me. Tbe Lord bless, you both, and fill joa 
with joy and peace in believing, 

I am, sincerely and always. 

Your most affectionate and obliged, . 
JOHN NBWTON. 

25th May, 1792. 



LETTER XLI. 



MY BEA^ FRIENDS, 

You would have been welcomed with a letter on 
j^our return from Bath, if I had been at home; but we 
have been to visit, and perhaps to take a last farewell, 
of Northampton, Leicester, Melton, Olney, and the 
parts where I was chiefly conversant for sixteen years 
before I removed to London. We have to thank the 
Lord for health and safety, much kindness, and many 
mercies, while abroad, and that we found all in peace 
when we came home. 

This is my birth-day, and it is eight years to-day 
since I was first under your hospitable roof; many 
pleasant days I have to thank you for since, and 
especially am bound to thank you and Mrs. T. for 
your great kindness to dear Eliza, and my dear Mrs. 
Newton. 

You never need use any argument to induce me to 
come to P., for I am well disposed to live and die with 
you if I could ; but we have our several stations allot- 
ted us. I have eaten my cake for this year ; what the 
next may bring forth we know not, but I thought my- 
self bound in conscience to see my Olney folks (if the 
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hM pktndflaA) befoi^ I go benoe, as 1 had nol seaa 
them for four yean. 

My health, thMigta m^rcf, is still perfect, hot I 
doabdesii ffMw older, and feel myself weaker ; hat in 
tbe|l^pit I €iid al^ yet Utde or no diiference. Now 
I want to bear (^ IMbrs* T., Ibrs. P., and Mrs. D., and 
every one of yonr children; tter^ire I hope I shaS' 
have a letter soon. I 1k^ I oan say I am a stranger- 
and a pilgrim. I shall soon he at home. Only pray 
that I may he useful while I am upon the road, and 
may arrire safe lit last. They i9h6 are gone befetw 
us are waiting fer us. Ohl itwillheabappymeetlDg 
before the tluone of tlie Lamb, out of the reach of sin 
and sorrow, to meet and part no more» 

The good hoti hdp us to serve him no% and bring 
us thus together (with fltose wfaoA we have loted) i 
last. Amen. 

lam, 
Your affeetimmte and cSbBged^ 
JOHN N^BWTON, 



LETTER XLII, 

MY DSAm FBISND5 

Wa3^ t sent a line by Miss S. I promised to 
write soon. I find it difficult to keep my ^ord, but t - 
must try. 

I long to heai^ how you and Mrs. T. are, particularly 
how she is, aS she was the invalid. If the Bath a£r 
or waiter did her good, I will praise the Lord, the great 
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HgrtiiteBiiAD seni kier thltii€irt«Bd gave Ids Uessitig 
to tbe means ; for what dm Cleans do mthent Mm t 
^jmgb lie can do witiioiit llMtn;^r many (sliGk peojple, 
liiui are loo paoelo fee d*ctOrtf^ «r 16^ teke joatnhSBf 
9f% wonderiiilly faked «t» ftom Ae very gates of ft^ 
pa;?^ :A»Heffh)e$hb]^(Kipie8Mligth aeoordbiif to 
fkm #yf «a lie aitan soks' l^ hsfy to their ckxxnn- 
stanaes. 2f Ifa^ ean aflb«i it» they mast travel fbr 
ImpUi; ihere% dley are laade aoime ^vay uaefid and* 
iabs^rtieaft to iaa {iiro^Afeiftial goodness fn placeH 
vidch toy muld aot otberwtee at tbat time liaxe 
leea. f erfaafa yoaf foond aom^lung tb do wUle yoa 
litre '.mi Balb, irkidi yoa ivera not aware of bdbre 
j^ went 'f and yoar btisiAeBS apould not fiate per- 
mitted yoa to go ao ihr from bMne, had not Vtn. T/s 
ttntsi aiide it aeeessary. 

I love to trace His proTidence, and to obseinre by 
^t ideret ways be will sand a serfaCnt of his from 
€oe eadiof Ae fciagdoai to anotli^; thoogh he knows 
Bbt faif flraaad at tfietiaie, baft possibly, at length, finds 
that it was to assist some of his poor cHUbroi iriio 
hai been erying to him in their distress. Bat if Aey 
are nol able to go far abroad in quest of healtb, he 
iHQ nsit and reliere them bX home. I was sorry that 
>Dy |dan oUiged me to be from home at the end of 
'mie, wben you thougbt of being in town, bat it conld 
oot be hdpedL I wished lo see my friends at Olney, 
Kortfaai^iiaii, and Leicester, onee more, and it was 
the odfy time of the year when I coidd have Vt. B. 
t^sn^pdiy fer me while absent. Unless I can get a 
Wf^ ^^Wij ^ ^y church, I cannot leave London 
1^ condlbrt, nor indeed with a good conscience. I 
iiiva now p€^ps tidten it final leaveof my old friends 
^vi tny old hamts in those parts. I have entered 
>9 <^ year. I have no t^jtti to look far forward. 
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IJhKvti knomn aU the ff«dd sueb n worU as this catt 
affosd me,; and since my deaths rental, I see IM^ 
in it worth living- for, the exehase of my Aiinistrjf 
e^Lcefied ;, fqt the ^e of this, 1 am very wiffing <fl 
iwt.tiU.my appointed time shaB'Come. 
f,. I have pii^blished andher little book, 6f whidi no 
part but theiprefaee it my own. I haye' approj^riftlteil 
the profits, should there be any, either %o ihe auAof, 
if living, or to the poor; and therefore maketai 
presents to those who are able to pay.— The ti^'iii 
laj^ is-^" The power of Grace '. illustrated. Sx 
Letters from a Minister of the Reformed Ghurch td 
J.N. &c. Translated from th^ original Latin b]f 
Wm. Cowper, of the Inn^ Temple, Esq. * Prinlrf 
for J. Johnston, St. Patd's Chnrch-yard.'* ■ ' 

They were written to me by ai Dotch minister ift 
the Cape of Good Hope. I think I must have faiefl: 
tionedhim to you. They contain a remaa*abfe afe* 
c^unt of his conversion. You are placed in a situaticrti 
which affords you but little leisilre or retirement/ *B 
is so withme; and though our appointments are t«^ 
different, I trust we serve the same Lord firom 'ffie 
same principle, love — aild aim at the same ends, the 
promoting his will and glory. . Were we to choose 
our own lot, perhaps we shoidd lite lAore time for 
prayer^ meditation, reading, 5cc. but it is a merc^ 
such^hort-^lived creatures as we ffire not left to bhoose, 
but that; the Lord of all <Kmdescends to doose, care, 
a^d manage for us. Perhaps a retired life might ex^ 
pose us to worse temptations, though of another kiody 
than those we now meet with. Certikjnly a piibU<^ 
busy, way of life gives more opportunities for ns^ol* 
ness to others ; and as we im^ bought with a prJoe, 
we. are not to live for, or to ourselves, but to Hii*» 
whose we are, and whom we serve. . As to the thing* 
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«f this world) through the Lord's goodness, / ham 
9Mmgh. If jott hare more than I, you hare more calls 
for ity and I need not tell you that what you have is 
not your own, but entrusted to you as a steward. 
Tour conduct has long proved that you are sensihle^of 
it He who has given you ability, has given yon a 
|ieart to do good, and while you are kept above the 
love of this present evil world, the thought, time, and 
care, which a proper attention to an extensive business 
requires, will not hurt you. The Lord himself, by his 
vise providence, placed both you and me where we 
are. May his grace make and keep us humble and 
fiuthful, and all mil be well. Every step we take 
brings us nearer to our Father's house, and we shall 
soon be at home, where the wicked cannot trouble, 
aud where the weary are at rest. We cannot do all 
we wduld--*we can do nothing as we would. But we 
have a High Priest ; a complete atonement , and an open 
way of access to a throne of grace, that we may obtain 
nerc^ and find grace to help in time of need. Blessed 
he his name, we are not sent to the warfare at our 
cliaiges. > 

My next must be to dear Mrs. T., but I shall hope 
lo^fac^ir bom her or you before I write again. Dear 
-Catty and I are well; we join in best love to you 
biA, with^love toyour sons and daughters, and the 
d^ldren of your children ; likewise to Mr. K. and his 
Household. The Lord « bless you all. Continue to 
pray for us* and believe me to.be always, 
' Dear sir, 
Your affectionate and inuch obliged servant, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Ko. 6, Cdeman-Street-BuUdings, 

yi^ August, 1792. 
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LETTEB XUII. 



. KT DEAR FBIENDS, , 

Mb. C. 6. sent me the ^nc^Mred; bol it imM^ 
go wUlumt a fisw lines firom mjFveli; ta ihaA Mr. T; 
£par bii letter, andto stj, tbal I am thaBkiia to bfiiir 
firom Mr. Romaine, that be IcA you «& weB. !EEp# 
wisely tbe Lord varies hia dispcHi^atiomi ! Ifot ^ 
P^linfol, lest we sbonld be toe tatub eftst ^wli; W 
^lieiaanit, lest we slMd fbrg^ i/vbttt m4 irirem'uvi 
aceu Nor do our trouble come idl tl <mte. Thstf 
^ psroeUed pQt^nt diCnrent inlenreJs, thai on^^mfAA 
qmj be w^ healed befi»e another k i&fiict6d« !■[ 
short, he do^ all tbipgjBiiell. But Oongb I balkM) 
this nowt I esqpeet to se^it more foUjr eoi^imedhtei^^ 
i^ter, when I shaU haffe tiew eyes, aod" a bridbtitf 
light to see by. That time wiU come, yea, tt idf 
coming, it is iqpon the road, and drawing nearer #M^ 
h<mri t ' 

I am glf^ that yoiar vfmUan. jomtn^ uraa aafit smd 
pleasant, a|id beneficial ta dear lbs. T., andtiialti^ 
Lord pnt a widow and d[aughtar in yem^way Ibr goo£ 
lie will fiqd eipploym^at fisr diem who desilRa t»< Vtni 
and serve htm ; aiid g^ve them, while att)Bndfai|^ HaU 
own business, ogiortimiity of doing smnetbipg fee Idmar 
One of these good jobs, wbm mingled with oar 
necessaiy woddly coossams, ia like a lump of sugar 
which sweetens a dish of tea, and gives a relish to 
every drop. 

The times seem big with great and mmsud^ events. 
What the Lord is about to do, I know not, but as I 
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know thai Hb ntffnt^ I hope to tit quiet, and trust to 
his wisdom and care. I wish to hare my eye upon 
his management, and my heart properly affected by 
what I see and Ii^m; to 11909m fof fin, to pray for 
peace, and to preach for peace. 

The French affairs hare taken an unexpected turn ; 
hut as their plan is founded fai atteism ead detanoe 
<)CCr9d« ai)4 10 iiiifBMV parte of it om^lvaiy^ not only 
(9 s^ufe, bnt |p ivajtu^; and an t)^j( Im^ tak^ik 
f^^ ^^iie^t in murders aod ma«acr«is, I tbpk* 
H^ ihtgf kvf^f aa ioatompients^ effiwted bfs piirpwi« 
(lA^ are proji^y very diffewit &^ luiy thH^( 
tlMgr ar^, nware of) # diqr of aeconnt and retrOmlim 
will come. Theix altemni to estaUish a HBveiiimfiiil* 
if^Y^ic^ a recai^^ toi tfiii groi^t God shall have no 
j^^^St I ^l|ieye> the first esKparunent of the UimL 
$pjt ^Te^ wfm^ madcu The heathens have alrevidy 
Ij^w^^thf^t m#^ is ^majiageable without some hold 
q^ t^ cqusciemoiQ ; ai4 tboi^ t|iapi relig!U)na im» 
%l^ibfi^ wi^^ f^tft ify^ {m9Qies> of civil goven?;^ 
q^fjfl, l^ter l^thft proud sdiomtfic^ French phA^ 
(^jjmftiyV Thwiri/^sfarj^iyitc^yij|ipiw9i,to 
h^jpoiest degree, foglish. It would be more reasonable 
<9JKpc^ ^ ^^^ ^ wouldv w^riiiKitbout ^alar. 
Jfli J4fird,>less jrpu i|l^; I ^ waU frrwgb »ewff* 
l^h]^ ^<)]p3^ i^deqd^ and as coinfort^ble (in out^ 
ijfljr^Jceqj^pt^^X^^^**^^^ BMt I Still missi mgr 
riisut hand. 

1 am, 
Yo^ yerjL affisc^tionate and mnch.obl^ed, 
WWW NEWTON. 

, No. 6^ 

thh November, 1792 
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LETTER XLIV. 



MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

The Lord crowned the year 1792 with hia good- 
ness to us likewise, and it was an additional pleasure 
to hear, just at the dose of it, that all was well with 
you and your's ; indeed with the believer it is always 
well, unless when he gives way to sin and unbeiirf* 
The Lord is certainly good when he gives, and when 
he heals ; but is he not good also when he wounds, 
aad when he takes away ? Undoubtedly some of our 
most needful and important mercies come to us in dis* 
guise, and we know not how to bid them welcome; 
but by-and-bye, when our eye- sight is mended, we 
shall see what great reason we have to be thankfUL 
for them. Indeed this is not a time to seek great 
things for self, when the Lord seems to be bringing 
evil upon all iiesh : things look dark on every side,, 
but we know who is at the helm : light and glory will 
spring out of the blackest clouds, and happen wh^t 
wiH, it shall be well with them who fear the Lor4*. 
He will preserve them from many, many troubles, of 
which they are apprehensive, and suj^rt them ^der 
those he permits to touch them ; and soon they will be 
out of the reach of them all. The king of France 
was murdered the 21st, and Mr. Berridge died the 
22nd. The one had borne the heat and burden of the 
day ; the other, I trust, was called at the eleventh 
hour; but I hope they are now both together: the 
perusal of the king's will has confirmed my hope, 
Ihat the Lord would sanctify his calamities. I think 
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it impossible that a man in his circmnstances, so de- 
graded, so deserted, so insulted, so crueUj treated, 
could write with such composure, unless the Lord was 
with him. He uses not one sharp expression ; he 
breathes sentiments of good-will and forgiveness to 
his greatest enemies. 

If you receive this to-morrow, it will be my dear's 
birth-day. I enclose you another anniversary song ; 
die is still continually present to my mind, and I am 
still, through mercy, reconciled to the separating stroke^ 
though perhiqps I shall always feel it as at the first. 
Mr. SeAe, to whom I sent my second song, wishes me 
to print it, but I think the Ebenezer is sufficient to ap- 
pear in public, and that it would savour too much of 
self-consequence, to print all that I write, or may 
write, upon the subject ; but if I live to finish my task 
of malung extracts from my letters to her, the verses 
may stand, with some propriety, at the end of the book. 
In the mean time, whoever thinks them worth the 
trouble of transcribing, is welcome to a copy. This 
task will oblige me to write short letters even to my 
dearest friends, till it is finished. To you I should 
always write long ones, Would time permit. 

Accept my thanks for the bacon, which came safe 
apd good* May the Lord feed you with the best pro- 
viiftims of his word and ordinances. May his blessing 
rest npon you, and your children, and your children's 
childi^n. Amen. Dear Catty joins me in this wish, 
in love and thanks. I am in some haste, but always 
sino^^ly. 

Your most affectionate and obliged 

Friend and servant, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

No.6, 
lit February, 1793. 
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LETTER XLV. 



MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

If your letter had come one wedL sooner I shonU 
have answered it while yon were in Bath, but I hope 
this will wait upon you in good season to welcome yoa 
all to P. 

I would be thankM that dear Mrs. F/s sfiriia ate 
b^ter. Nervous disorders, which some people knaiw 
not how to pity, appear to me to be the source of the 
heaviest affictions (a wounded conscience only ex- 
cepted) to which mortals are subject ; tfiey chsnge 
the appearance of every thing about us. ^ley open 
a door to dark temptations, and often seem to load die 
mind with guilt for what is almost involuntary and 
unavoidable. Few women seem better situated for 
temporal happiness than Mrs. T. I doubt not but slfti 
thinks so herself; and yet, at times, the pressure 
upon her spirits prevents h^ from taking comfort in 
any thing. How vain, then, are all fliings here 
below! 

When I was with you, though I thought Mrs. M.'s 
case the most alarming as to the event, Mrs. T/s 
seemed to me the most distressing. May He whom 
the winds and the seas obey, hush all her troubled 
thoughts into peace ! It is a malady which I bdieve 
only he can cure, but whether relieved or not, he can 
sanctify it, and make it one of the '^ all things appoint- 
ed to work together for good to them that fear him.'' 
Cheer up, my dear madam, there is no sorrow, nor 
pain, nor nervous complaints, in yonder happy world, 
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where I trust we shall meet in the Lord's best time : 
then all tears shall be wiped from our eyes, and we 
shall weep no more. 

Yesterday was the anniyersary of my dear Mary's 
dismission, and being Sunday, I preached a sort of 
limeral Sermon from 1 Peter, i. 24, 25. Though 
every thing here must fade, the word of God will 
TBmain unehangeaUe and everlasting. Flowers and 
gourds will wither, the streams of creature comfort 
will sooner or later dry up. But the tree of life 
vdn always flourish, the wells of Salvation will 
always be full. The afi-sufficient Lord has been my 
support. I know not upon Ae whole, if I may not ac- 
ommt the last three years the happiest part of my life. 
I am freed from the cares and anxieties I oftcm 
endured while my dearest was living. This was & 
constant tax, and sometimes a very heavy one, which 
I paid for my comforts. I hoff^ my attachment to 
thte world is likewise weakened. I have seen an end 
to all iteonlddo for me. It has now lost its charms. 
My lot in it is StiH favoured and comfortable, but tiie 
fetter which chiefly fastened me to it is broken, and I 
walk more at liberty. I mow daily long to be where 
I trust she is. In the mean time, as my health is still 
good, and I am still enabled to exercise my ministry 
wMi acceptance, I ^rust with usefidness, I may well 
be willing and thankful to live ; I can now say, and I 
can say it with thankMness, I can think of notfiinig 
of a temporal kind that is worth wishing for more 
tlmxi Ae Lord has alceady given me. I was sorry to 
bear of Mr. M.'s fall. I felt for his afflictions ; but I 
know he is in safe hands. The Lord will support him 
und^ all He has appointed for him to suflfer. He can 
restore health ; he ean sanctify and sweeten siduiess. 
f2 
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He has mse reasons for all that he does, and we shall, 
ere long, know them more clearly. Then we shdl 
see and say he has done all things well. May we 
even now be thankful, and yield a peaceful submission 
to his holy will. He has a sovereign right to dispose 
of us as he pleases, and he has promised that all shall 
work together for our good. We are too iqpt to mis- 
take or to forget the nature of our calling. He has 
promised us peace in himself, but in the world he bids 
us expect tribulation. The same, or equal, or greater 
afflictions are common to all his people, and we shall 
not say " This is hard," if we consider that we are 
sinners, and therefore always suffer less than we de- 
senre ; and likewise, that he, for our sakes, was a Man 
qf sorrows and acquainted with grief. By trials our 
graces are proved, exercised, and strengUiened, and 
the power and goodness of the lord towards us are 
more manifested and glorified. The time is short, our 
obligations are unspeakably great, and Heaven will 
make amends for all. Surely then we should cheer- 
fully, yea, thankfully, take up our crosses, and follow 
our Lord, since we are assur^ that if we suffer with 
him, and for him, we shall also reign with him. 
Time flies apace, and past troubles will return no 
more ; every pulse we feel beats a sharp moment of 
the pain away, and the last stroke will come. Then 
iorrow and sighing shall flee away, and joy and glad- 
ness shall come forth to conduct us home. 

We are often with you in spirit. I hope your 
Wednesday evenings will prosper. I suppose your 
children will be all at home these holidays. May the 
Lord bless them. TeU them that we love them. To 
you and dear Mrs. T. we repeat our best love and 
thanks. I shall rejoice to see you in^ London this 
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Winter. Remember U8 to Bliss K., and Mrs. S., and 
all your servants, not forgetting Anthony.* 
I am, 
Your Tery affectionate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
IGch December, 1793. 



LETTER XLVI. 



MY DEAR FRIENDS, 

I THANK you for your paper letter of the STth 
December, and for the expressions of your kindness 
which I could read very plainly upon the turkey and 
chine. Honourable mention was made of both of 
them at our table. 

We little expected to hear of Mrs. D.'s removal so 
soon. Family breaches are painful, but i/vhen we con- 
sider that it is the Lord, and have a good hope that 
those who are taken from us are gone home to him, 
the wound gradually heals. You and I have had 
many of these wounds ; we have seen our gourds suc- 
cessively wither. We have mourned for those whom 
we loved, but the tree of life still abounds vnth leaves 
and fruits, and under this shadow we find relief and 
support in every change. Ere long, some who love u$ 



* A faithfiil black servant It was a pleasing sight to tee this poor 
man and his white wife, dedicating their child in baptism; he having 
lenounced idolatry, and professing himself to be a believer in the one 
God~-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in a confession of his faith by 
answering questions put to him by the Rev. Wm. Kingsbury, in the 
domestic chapel at P. G. 
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will be called to iiKMrBftriii, Irat we b«p6 to meet il 
last where there will be no mooming; k will be 
swallowed up in joy unspeakable. 

I hare reasmi to be thankful thai I know but little 
of nervous disorders by experience^ but I wotild be 
thankful likewise for Uie opportunities I have luid of 
sedng much cS their terrible ^fects upon others. 

Olney was a sort of nervous sdiool to me. Most <tf 
my poor people there, from kwness of diet, the eon^ 
finement of laee-making, and want of exercise and 
fresh air, were nervons in diffbrent degrees, which 
gave a melancholy cast to their whole religious ex- 
perience. Indeed every thing appears with a dark 
hue when perceived through the medium of weak and 
disordered nerves* Settle pec^le's nerves seem made 
ef stee^ and what they cannot feel they know not 
b€fw to pity. To me it appei»« die heaviest trial 
(a wmmded conscience excqited) to which our mortal 
frame is subject. I can truly |nty Mrs. T., but I liope 
she wHl be mindful, that Plough it is a great trmi, ii 
is almost the only one laid t^&n her ; in all other 
feqieds* the Lord has app(»nted her a titdy favoured 
ki, and placed every possible alleviation within her 
readi that the case will admit. I have a valued friend 
yAo m much worse than I tirustdear Mrs. T. will ever 
be, and she has a cross suriy htusband^ who sometimes 
Ittoghs at her distress, sometimes swears et her, telh 
her the devil is in her^ and bids her go and hang her* 
adif : this horrid thought (poor thing) often haimts lier 
without his reminding her of it. She often tells me, 
" I think, if I had some person near me who would 
speak kindly to me, I should be better/' Mrs. T* has 
a very different husband, and is encompassed with 
kind friends and attendants. 

I should have been glad of a better account of 
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lir« iL PkMUBe to i^te oar Uft %o him. I hc^ Attd 
bdieve that the Lord will gife him strength aceord- 
ing t6 his day, and by-and-bje all will be well. 

I am al preseat a {Nrisoner my sdf, but I have every 
tiling to make my j^rkoa eomfortaUe. I bad a fall 
in &0 street on Taesday^ -wbiA might have proved of 
worse eomnqvenee. "Die Lcnrd preserved both my 
ftones and my skia from bekig broken, bat I strained 
nqr instep riolently. My leg is muc^ swelled, and I 
cannot s^ m^ foot to the groimd ; bnt I am free from 
pain. I can eat and sleep, my spirits are good, and I 
littve meny kind fHends. It may be some time before 
I ma able to walk,, but not a mmnte longer than the 
Lord bees it best. I am not my own^ I belong to him, 
and widi not to be anxioas about myself. He has 
permitted me to cast my cares upon him, and warrants 
aie to believe that he careth for me. He has de- 
livered, he do^ Oliver, and he is still the same. How 
mic^tain are all things here. I know ]M)t what may 
be tl^ consequence of my i^, but I hope it will be 
sanctified to myself and to my people : they love me ; 
tiiis vnll quicken their prayers for me, and mine for 
than, and the Lord will heajr as. If we arepemdtted 
to meet again, it will be vriitii double pleasure. This 
m the first silent l^dbbath I have had for many years. 
I have not been confined from the Lord's house on his 
own day more than twice since I entered the ministry 
in 1704, excepting two weeks, when I was under the 
snrgeoa^s hands for my wen, in 1777. Few of his 
servants have had such an uninterrupted course of 
health and strength for service as I have been fa- 
voured with. It is His pleasure now to lay me 
aside for a season, and though he has long seen fit to 
honour me as an instrument, he has no need of me. 
I^e can carry on his work quite as weU without me as 
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with me, and throngh mercy it is my delightfol work 
which chiefly makes life desirable to me. If he com- 
mands me to sit stiU, it is my part to submit and obey 
with cheerfulness. Blessed be his name, he enables 
me so to do. I haye no solicitude, choice, or desire 
for myself, only to yield to his will, whettier I am to 
be confined for a week, or a month, or to the end of 
my life. Such is my present judgment, and that it 
will continue if he is pleased to be with me. If Irft 
to myself, I know I shall soon toss like a wild bull in 
a net. 

The 15th of December last falling on a Sunday, I 
preached from 1 Peter, i. 2^, 25. It was a sort of 
second funeral sermon for my dearest M. The oc- 
casion has likewise produced a third set of verses, of 
which I enclose you a copy, which may again be 
copied by as many as you please, who think it worth 
while. The paper would not hold ail that I could say 
of my love to you and all your's, and my sense of your 
great kindness, but I trust you will believe me though 
I mention but briefly, and that you will believe the 
same of dear Catty. We join in love to you, and your 
children 'from the eldest to the youngest. May the 
blessing of th,e Lord rest upon you, and may a sense 
c^ h^s hand and love double the relish of all your 
comforts, and sweeten all your trials and cares. 
I am, 
Your very a£fectionate and obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

27th January, 1794. 
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LETTER XLVII. 



MT DEAR raiBNDS, 

If jm knew how we long for a bit of news from 
P., you would surely send us some ; and though but 
a morsel, if it were good, we would be thankful for it. 
We want to hear that Mr. T. is in good health, Urs. 
T. in good spirits, and that all the olive branches 
around your table are green and flourishing ; my love 
and Catty's to them all, and to all friends. 

Wfe returned last Thursday from a fire weeks' 
cmixe. I visited my old haunts, and some new ones 
in the counties of Huntingdon, Cambridge, Bedford, 
and Hertford. We were in many places where the 
gospel is preached and prayed, and we frequently 
hear of new openings, and new ministers in the Es- 
tablished Church. It is a token for good, and I fear 
almost the only one in these dark times, that the Lord 
has a people amongst us, and seems likewise reviving 
and spreading his Gospel. If he is engaging a new 
set of servants, I hope it is a sign, that, sinful as the 
nation is, he will not yet break up his household, de- 
part from us, and leave us to ourselves. 

The leg I hurt in the Winter is nearly weU, but I 
strained my other knee at Bedford. I thank the Lord 
it IS getting better, but I am still a little lame. I was 
confined to the house the four days I was at Mr. G.'s. 
We left them well, but they are upon the point of re- 
moving to settle in Yorkshire, We talked of yon 
while we were with them. 

It vnll be ten years next Monday since I first en- 
F 5 
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tered your hospitable door; you know the most of my 
history since that time, and I cannot forget the long 
series of ten years' kindness received from you, un- 
less I could forget Elita, my dear, and even mysdf. 
The Lord has given me many friends, and perhaps 
some who might have been very willing to oblige and 
comfort us, had opportunity offlbred ; but in his provi- 
dtftce ht ivaa pleAsedto appoint^ thai i shoaiM W ac- 
tttlly iQire indeblad to my firiendt at P., than to any 
othera. Yoadid it for his sake; may he r^wttd yoa 
urith BUoufeld Ueasmga to yon and yoaFs! If I Kve 
tiU Monday, I riiall likewise ei^r upooiny serentiett 
year. Tboagfa my heaitfa is mioomiiKnity good^ I fad 
some symptoms of decBniny years, whidi rciiiiui tia- 
velUng iiior» inoonvemenl than fcmafy. In the 
liMUP last SsMmers, I Jmm rcnrisited most of the piaoas 
|& wkieh. I hare bean fed in the eoarae of iqr 
vumslry ; and it is pcabaJbley thai withoat ok tSLpicai 
call of duty, I shall not go again so long or so ftr 
^grsiamy posl,andmy.deavpeoploatSl. liary^ At 
«iy tine of life, itibeieoBies me to expaol aiy ^itniai 
•iAndaiy; and if the Lord plaasa, I raAer wUt the 
sumiBaas oiay find me at home. 

llisa CSatfeli joins me in best h/re and thanks to 
yaa boAi, and in lore t» your lamify^ and to ail 
£dends. The Lord bless yon. Amen* 
I am, 
Your affectkmate and much dbllgied 
. Friend aad brother, 

JOHN NEWrOPt. 
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LETTER XLVIIL 



MY VERY DSAR MADAM, 

No time^ aa they sfty, like the time pfosetti. Mr. 
T.'$ ktter has not beeM with me hdf an how, and fcr 
fear ef delajing too loBgi I strike while the hren it 
hoti and b^^ to wrile immediately. Though Ae 
letter is from Mr. T. I send the answer to yon, 
beeanse you ebsenred in yonr last letter to Miss O. 
*^ He has not wriltai to itm a great white." I really 
thoa^t thai iriien I wrote to k«, I was writing of 
ctfnse to ffw, for I nsaally hegiA, ray dear Frtetid^^ 
wftdch inebies yen belh. However, this sheet I shal 
de£cate to yen, your olm sdf ; perhaps you will let 
ifr. T. see it. 

. I un 8«rry Alit yonr nerves, or spirits, or wfaat^nrer 
JMiescrihable tbmgt they are, on which the comfort or 
emjoyment #f Itfe so greatly depends, are still rery 
poorly; sickness and bteUh are in a higher hand 
thari Uiat of any earthly phyftioian ; and if the Lord 
ia pleased to lay an affliction upon ns, no one can take 
it off trithont his leave, or before his time. Events 
ar6 at his disposal, but the use of prude&t and probap 
Me iseani i» our paH. 

If Mr. and Mrs. Rotoakie are still with you, I beg 
yoii to mention my affectionate remembrwioe ; I am 
gkd to hear that he eontintes so well, and I am per- 
suaded that be is not itorrj to Mxk that he must go 
hence before long. And I, if I do not yet go before 
him, must soon foUoW. May the Lord prepare me 
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for the smnmons. I was five iireeks in and about 
Oambridgeshire, in the Summer. For four Summen, 
the Lord has giren me raj desire, in permitting me to 
revisit my old friends in differ^it {daces. Yorkshire 
and Lancashire are too distant. My journeying plan 
is now completed. Should I make another movement, 
I have good reason to give the preference to P. aiid 
my friends there. I love the spot mudi ; I love those 
who inhdMt it much more. What the Lord may ap* 
point for me, I know not, what my inclination would 
choose is not the question, but it seems to me Aat 
duty and prudence will not permit me to make any 
more exenrsions. I am now in ray seventieth year; 
travelling and change of places is inconvenient to me; 
ray people must not be trifled with. The h&w^ when, 
and where of my dismission I wish to leave to te 
Lord, who perform^ all things well for me. Y^ 
with submissaon to his will, I often pray that I maj 
die at home, with my dear fannly around me, and 
within the reach of my people ; and therefore to go 
abroad again without a necessary call, would at my 
time of life, contradict my own pray^. I have some 
other, reasons, but the difficulty of procuring a proper 
supply for my church is the strongest, and I thhik 
will be sufficient to confine me to my post. 

Mr. S.'s removal to London is a great addition to 
my comfort ; he is to me a friend and a pattern ; but 
had you not introduced me to drink tea at Heckfidd, 
on our way to Reading, in 1791, it is probable I 
might never have seen him ; so that I am indebted to 
Mr. T. and you, not only for the many and great in- 
stances of your own kindness, but for other benefits to 
which you have been instrumental, and particularly 
for the great privilege of Mr. S.'s friendship. I be- 
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lieve, likei/vise, the first seeds of my acquaintance widi 
Sir C. M.* were sown in your house. He also al- 
lows me, and has given me cause to consider him, as 
my friend ; but he is so much engaged, and it is so 
uncertain when he is in town, that I can seldom see 
him. Happy indeed it would be, if all our public de- 
tMurtments were filled with such men as these; but I 
feer it is much o&erwise, and though I lament the 
present state of affairs, I cannot wonder they are no 
better. 

Lore to all your sons and daughters, and to all my 
Laundry friei»ds. May grace and peaceibe with you 
and yoor's, with them and their's* I am often among 
yon in s^rit, though absent in body. 

Through inercy we are all well. Let us dieer up. 
lliere is a b^er w(»rld than this, where we shall have 
Berves, and hearts, and eyes all new ; where our harps 
will be . perfectly in tune to praise the Friend of 
stimers. There may we all meet to part no more. 
Amen. 

I am, 
Your afiectkmate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

27th October, X794. 

Master William was naughty. I heard he was in 
London^ but I did not see him. 



♦ The late Lord Barham, then Sir Charles Middleton. 
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LETTER XLIX. 



MY BfiAB 8I& AND MADAMi 

Please to obserre^ that I write to both, and eadi 
of yottfttonee; and I thankeadi^aadbothof^rasibr 
a letter, in the shape of a side of bacon, whidi camb 
safe to-day. Your love and kindness were verj le- 
gible IB it, bot firom beginning to en6 I coidd not ind 
a syllable of infbnnation ooneemoriig the beaUk and 
wdfare of mj deat friends at P^ and flieir itaoiif. 
Bat I hope the best, bdieving that yen are af Oe 
mmlber of those whon the Lord has {avmised ioreerMt 
with tiM wings of his providence, and tio eaoonpasa 
on aH skfes widi hnr foyour, ai with A MM. Tkae 
promises will not prevent you frsni meeting wKk 
many trials, but they secure you firom aU but ttoia 
lAkiA are designed to work for your good. 

The last year dosed lapon as in peace, and akhoogh 
thia year is bat a fortnight old, it has already bronght 
us many mercies and blessings. New year's-day is 
usuaUy with me like a hill-top, whidi, when Ae 
traveller has gained, he makes a pause and looks 
about him ; he turns bis eye upon the road he has al- 
ready past, then to the prospect on eadi side, bat 
especially he looks forward towards his journey's end, 
and if his house be in view, or if he has but a few 
more hills to mount before he sees it, and if it be a 
good home, whither his heart is gone before him, and 
where he knows his dearest inends and connections 
are waiting for him, the thought cheers his mind and 
renews his strength. The review of my past life sug- 
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^e^U nnch cause fmr praise, and much forhumilli^ioti. 

I soppDse every believer thinks his own case singular, 

bat there are some so much out of the common way, 

ihai they aj^^ear more strildng and extraordinary to 

othen. I think mine as remarkable as most. I hate 

still some faint remembrance of my pious mother, and 

the care she took of my edacaitiesi, and the impression it 

made upon me when I was a child, for she died when 

I was in my seventh year. ) had even then frequent 

int^vala oi serious lliou^ts. But evil and folly were 

hound m^ in my heart; my repeated wanderings from 

Uie good way became wider and wider ; I increased in 

widudness as in years : but you have my narratire, 

and I need not tell you how yile and how miserable I 

was, and bow presumptously I sat in the chahr of the 

fl^omers, before I was twenty years old. My deliver* 

mmo9 fennH^Lfiriea» and afterwards from sinking in the 

fmmsif were almost miraeidGos; but about the year 

1749 (I cannot e^Eaclly ^%, the date) the Lord, to 

whom idl tilings are possible, began to soften my ob^ 

dnrate heart In the year 17&0, be gave me my dear 

llaiyy and from that time I have a more distinct re*' 

rkm of the way ^ by whidb he has led me. Surdy I 

may say, n^ercy and goodness ha?ve followed and sur* 

roimded me in every step. But alas ! what ungrate* 

fid te^armr on my partt- I see monuments of bis 

goodness and c^ my own shame, set up like mile^stones 

all along the read; hot there are many more of both 

SOTts than I can possibly count. When I look to tfie 

right hand and the left, I seem to travel on a high 

turnpike road, throagb a efwntry that is fiill of 

swan^iSr bogs, paecipicesv and pathless forests. I see 

little but sint and misery around me. How many sink 

b^re my ^es 1 How many pine and suffer in vain, 

not knowing where to look for help! How many are 
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passing this present hour in pain, sicknett, and 
penury, and the more grievous distresses of guilt, re- 
morse, and terror of mind ; while I am faTOured wiA 
health, peace, and plenty, and am smoking my ppe 
and writing to my dear friends by a good fire I In 
temporals I hare all things and abound, go that I 
know not what more to wish for, if a wish could 
procure it. 

But the best prospect, when faith is in exercise, is 
before us, especially to those who are far advanced in 
years. I am now old, and I know not the day of my 
death, and can it be that I am within a few yean, 
perhaps months, or weeks, of joining in the songs, 
and sharing in the joys, of those who are now before 
the throne? That I may expect soon to see my 
Saviour vrithout a veil, face to face, in ail his gbry, 
and in all his love? If so, why am I thus ? Why am 
I no more affected and enlivened by this blessed hope, 
which, finally, as it impresses me, I would not pait 
with for a thousand worlds ? Alas ! a body of sin 
and unbelief weighs me down. So when a bird with 
a stone tied to its foot attempts to fly, the-weigM 
pulls it back, and it flutters its wings in vain; our 
life is safely hid with Christ in God, but it will be a 
life of warfare while' we continue here ; let us fight 
on; the Captain of our salvation is near; seel h« 
holds .the prize in view ! hark, he speaks, and says, 
*^ Be thou faithful unto deaUi, and I will give thee a 
crown of life ! " 

On new-year's mornings I usually preach to old 
pilgrims. My text this year was Ps. xxxix. 7. I 
have seen and known as much of such good as the 
world can afford, as most people. I have seen an 
end of all its perfection. I have seen and felt that a 
thread of vanity and vexation of spirit runs through 
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the whole ; the best of it is defiled and defective ; and 
when we are situated the most to our wish, there is 
still something to remind us *^ This is not your rest/' 
What then do I wait for ? Methinks I would not 
lire h^re always. But if I may be enabled to honour 
the Lord by my profession and ministry, I ought to 
be willing to wait my appointed time, though (if 
such were his pleasure) it should be to the age of 
Methusaleh. 

I have almost filled the paper about my poor self. 
But I am writing to friends whom I dearly love, 
and who, I have reason to know, love me. I com- 
mend you and your's to the good and great Sh^herd, 
who is full of wisdom, tenderness, care, and power, to 
^ his flock. May he continue to guide you with his 
eye, to support you with his arm, and bring us at last 
to meet in his kingdom. This year is likely to prove 
very eventful, but we know who reigns, and that, 
though clouds and darkness are round about him, 
though his way be in the sea, his path in deep wati^s, 
and his footsteps untraceable by us, yet all his paths 
are mercy and truth to them that fear him : he has 
said, it shall be well with the righteous, and his word 
is sure. May we be found amongst those who are 
mourning for sin^ and pleading for mercy, and then 
his secret mark for peace and protection shall be 
found upon us, and we may sing Ps. xlvi. 1, 2. 

I have a great acquisition in Mr. and Mrs. T. 
They are people just to my taste, if this is not saying 
too much for myself. We cannot often meet, but I 
am glad to think they are so near ; our intimacy seems 
as great as if it had been of twenty years' standing. 
For this pleasure, as for nuiny others, I am indebted 
to you, as instruments of the Lord's goodness. I shall 
always remember, with thankfulness, that you in* 
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troduaed me to them. I owe yda miidi, and can oaly 
repftj yoa by aoluMywledghig di6 d^ ; but I trust iSm 
Lord will repay you for all you do for his ssike* 

I CDMlose yob a fWw copies of my fourth anldv^*- 
sary ; would ha^e sent more^ but was afraid of oyer^ 
loading the frank. I still mks my right band^ Imt, 
tfiroagh merojr, I am satisfied and comfortable withtfirt 
it, and in some measure seoHble, that I have mai^ 
reasons to be thankfiil, but not one to complain. The 
Lord has dealt irery gradonsly with me. Ob 1 to be 
more thadEfal to Him who hasrectoemed mefrom enl, 
and done mt good idl waiy life* 

Someof our family have beeaafected by the ier^e 
weather, but are getting better. Dear C. and T. mie 
well. We join in bve to you and your's. We long le 
hear from you. May the Lord be a sun and shield to 
you and your's, to me and mine.— Amen. Contiime 
to pray for your 

Mudi obliged and affectionate, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

No. 6, 

15th Janaary, 1795. 



LETTER L. 



MY DBAB 7BIENDS, 

I THiKK I wrote last, but if I did, it is hi|^ time 
to wnte again, that I nmy get another ktter ftom P. 
for your last is dated the 28tb January, so that we 
have had a long fast. I hare heard, howeter, of your 
going to Bath, and Mr. D. tells me that you are re- 
tamed* I hope if Mr. T. is too busy to write, his 
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g^ la^iT ^'U ^ ^^ ^ iofenn us tkal she has Jbnad 
benefit from her jouriieyi aa4 that all your olm* 
bnmch^ are in a flourishing state* A' few lines to 
ooafirpi this hef^^ will be yeiy aoceptaUe to me aad 
dofur Catty. 

^My heart is often -at P., but I must not see it thisi, 
j(i^. It is liet ptactioaUe to procure a fit siq>pfy for 
mjr. ehiurch, without whi^ I cauBot leare it. Mr. T» 
WiOfdd be unwilling to leaye his mill for a sionth, if it 
iQUSt stand still during his absevee. MaryWoolnoth 
ip my milL ThiKuigh mercy I hare reieen to hojpe 
that the streams which now make glad the city of 
6^ still run, and keep oar wheels going. And we 
iBjSSt work while kt is day, for the nigki wmtUi. I 
exjpected to have had Buchanan for my curate be« 
fope now, but he cannot be ordained till towarda 
Hicba^mas. 

Should I ever live to take another journey, and to 
dioose my route, it woidd eertaiidy be to P., but this 
becomes more and more uncertain. The 24th rf July, 
if I live to see it, will enter me on my mventy^fint 
year, and though my health and strength are remark- 
able for my age, so far as concerns my public service, 
and though I am much younger than Mr. Rcmiaine, I 
cannot travel so easily as he does. Some symptoms 
of advancing years, though they do not yet affbct my 
preadiing, render travelling more inconvenient to me 
than formerly. How it may be next year, if we 
should be spared so long, the Lord knows, and with 
bim^ } wish to leave it. I am »ire I love to be at P. 
I suture to make one request, and but one, req^ting 
the time and manner of my dismisnon-*4hat when 
the suDBunons shaU come, it may find me at hone, in 
Biy family^ and amongat my peqpie. 

SiblefiA the Lord my «nind is at peace, I am a sin^ 
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ner, Wt I trust, a sinner bdiafving ni Jesus. IneMier 
have nor desire any other plea, than the warrant and 
command <tf God to believe in the Son of his love. Be 
has kept me bj a mirade of mercy from falliiig 
gross errors, or staining my profession by gross i 
but I have had much mournful expmenoe of Ae As* 
perate ieprarkiy of my heart ; and sin, defect ^aod 
defilem^it, mii^le with every thing that I do; so that 
my best intended services need forgiveness befevelh^ 
can hope for aoceptanoe ; but I have been enabled io 
commit my soul to him who says, ''him that comethi 
will in no vn$9 cast out," and '' who is able to sav6 to 
the uUmmott:* These two texts hare been as tm 
dieet anchors, by which my soul has rode out'maay 
a storm, when otherwise h^e would have fafled. ** b 
no wise'' takes in all diaracters, and '^ to the t^ter«> 
most" goes many a league beyond all difficukies* I 
recommend these anchinrs to dear Mrs. T. ; they ore 
smre and sted&st I bclkve she sometimes finds the 
winds high, the seas roug^, and the weadier dariL and 
gloomy ; but with these anchors, and having Jesus tar 
her pilot, she need not fear. There are likewiss 
espedal promises to those who are afflicted, tossed 
with tempests, aikL not comforted. If this is her 
state, the promises b^ng to her. I siqypose when 
she reads her name on the direction of this letter she 
will not seri^ to open it. Now all die good and 
eomfbrtable words in Isaiah liv. are directed to te 
afflicted and tempest*to8sed; then let her call them 
her own, and feed upon them in her heart, by &idi 
with thanksgiving. 

Dark times indeed ! So the flesh says. But faidb 
will ask, M^ien w^e th^ oAerwise ? I can look badL 
about sixty years, and remembar many things when'I 
was a boy. That was what/a«fi^ would call'adaik 
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time, when the goc^l was but low amoBg the Dissent^ 
era, and scarcely known in our Church, nor were 
there any Methodistt ; but while we had outward 
peace and plenty, few people could think the black 
dond of ignorance and spiritual death which over- 
wMraed the whde nation had any darkness in it. I 
1h^ the present are rath^ bright times ; the gospel 
is spreading, and the number of belieyers seems to be 
upon the increase from year to year. Are not those 
die best times, when the best cause flourishes the 
most 1 Tme, but our fig*trees and Tines, our property 
and earthly comforts are threatened. Who knows 
but the united prayers of the Lord's peo{de may pre- 
Tail f«r their preserration? But if not, the gospel 
eaabled the first Christians to take joyfully the spoil- 
ing of their goods, knowing that in heaven they had a 
better and more enduring substance. The same gos- 
pd can do as much for us as it did for them, if we 
sk)uld be put to the trial, for we are promised strength 
icoording to our day; but indeed we hearken too 
nueh to the flesh, and tcio littla to faith ; we are too 
amch attached to our own petty concerns, and too lit- 
fle aoncemed for the glory of Grod. Many, both at 
home and abroad, question wheth^ he governs the 
world or not; many even presume to deny it ; but he 
■ays, '' They shall know that I am the Lord." If I 
h»re not miscounted, this expression is repeated 
■eventy-three times in the Old Testament. He is 
now pleading his own cause : dare I indidge a wish 
that he should lose his cause, and leave his enemies 
to triumph, rather than I and all my friends should 
he exposed to inconveniences in the conflict? Come 
"what may, he will take care of his own people. 
Verily it shall be well with the righteous. He invites 
them into his secret chambers. He will make them 
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aMtnds ibr wfaftt they may Ime or SttH^r, ftw3, if %e 
pleases, he can preserve them fmm suffering at dl, 
Pi^. M. For tiie rest, though !hey wiH not see ifhen 
his hand is lifted op, yet Aej niiist^ and shall see % 
for the lord hath spoiEen, and the Lord reigns. Hbtj 
we be p rep a red to meet him, and ell shldl be wcffll 
Dear Catty joins me in best love to you and yoiu^. 
She is very welL We abomid in comforts and biesf^ 
ittgs te-day. To-morrow is in His hands, irho Udi 
as cast onr cares upon him, and assures us thai he 
will care for as. 
I commend you and year's to him, and remain. 
Your most aff^tonate and obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

No.6. 
aSlh May. 1796. 



LETTER 11. 



MY PEAK FaiEJfDg, 

Mt heart is often at P., and I hate pleased mysdf 
with the hopes of seeing it once more tf I should IM 
tUl towards the end of the Summer; but now I knoi^ 
not how it will be. My curate quite answered my 
wishes and expectations, but I am upon the point rf 
losing him already. I b^eve he will go to Bengal'. 
Though this is a sudden step, tibe proposal is so dr^ 
camstanced, that I dare not in conscience oppose it 
I know the Lord can provide me wiA another, and, if 
he sees fit, he doubtless will ; it is not every one will 
do ; I must have a proper substitute, one who will suit 
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mj people, otherwise I can no more oMve froii Len- 
(kA, than I can move St. Mary Woolnoth ; b«t if it 
be his will Uiai I should ymX P., I doubt not hut his 
profidenoe will make it practicable. It is Aus I 
endeayonr to qaiet mjself, under all changes, by re* 
fcnring every thing to Am, for it is written, '^ In aH 
% ways admowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
padtt.'^ The question diotdd not be, what is most 
agreeable to my own indinalion ? but rather, what is 
Ae path of doty, and how shall I best comply with 
Us holy will, and promote his s^rice ? There is no 
great fear of my irtaying in London, when my con- 
sc^oesbaUlellme that I ought to beat P. ; but there 
is seme danger on the other side, lest inclination 
should draw me abroad, when duty requires me at 
hwne. We shall rejoice to see you both here in May 
« June, then, perhaps, as you say, we may arrange 
onr plans, but June, or even May, seems too distant 
for old seventy-one to look forward to. It is true I am 
at present, through mercy, in perfect health, but it 
becomes me to live with flie Lord by the day^ and to 
carry, as the phrase is, my life in my hand, leaving 
to-morrow with the Lord. At aH times we are little 
aware what the next day may bring forth ; but at my 
advanced age every thing is more and more precarious 
tnm, day to day. I am in continual expectation of 
bang either ciJled away op laid aside. I may per- 
haps still live some years, and the Lord is so gra- 
cious to me in all my concerns, that no one can have 
tess reason to be weary of living, excepting for the 
body of indweHing sin. My part is only to wait, and 
to pray that I may at last be found ready. The how, 
when, and where, belong to him. Yes, my dear 
friends, tfie Lord pours contempt upon our proud 
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boastings. Last Wiiit«r hh frosts rniie a biidge for 
the French to enter Holland ; this Winter his storms 
have disconcerted our arrogant schemes for oyer- 
running the West Indies. He shews us, that it is 
not Britannia, but He himself, that rules the waves. 
When those who plan our councils, and they who are 
to carry them into execution, set him at defiance, 
what can we expect but disappointtaient and confu- 
sion ? If it were not for his praying few, who, though 
despised for their pains, continue in the breach mourn* 
hig for sin, and pleading for mercy, I should give up 
ail for lost ; I can plactt no dependance upon fleets 
and armies, while the commanders, soldiers, and 
sailors, are, with a few exceptions, combined against 
the Lord of Hosts, and defying him to his face ; and 
while the bulk of the nation are no less insensibly 
hardened and profligate than the French can well be ; 
but the French never sinned against such light and 
privilege as we have been long favoured with. 

However, it shall be well with the righteous. They 
may share in calamities here, but they are hasting to 
a better world, and will soon be at home. Then they 
vrill be out of the reach of every evil, and will hear 
the voice of war no more, and at present they are 
invited to hide themselves in the secret chambers of 
his wisdom, love, and power. The name of the Lord 
is a strong tower, and when he will give quietness, 
none can give trouble. 

Dear Catty joins me in best love to you and your's, 
to Mr. K. and his family. I suppose when I come to 
S. I shall be considered as a Dissenter, but indeed I 
am no Democrat. 

That you, and your children, and all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in your neighbourhood, may always 
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sit under the shadow of the Tree of life, and fe6d 
upOB his precious fruits, is the frequent prayer of 
Your much obliged and affectionate, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

No. 6. 
M Marcb« 1796. 



LETTER LII. 

MY DBAft FRIENDS, 

Wb did not kave P. Mrithout a sensible regret: 
now we are at home, this is subsided ; but I trust the 
scHise we had of your very great kindness will never 
abate. I pray &at he, for whose sake you received 
fis, and showed us so much kindness, will return it in 
abundant blessings upon you and your's. I was fa- 
voured with a good night, and arose on the Lord's 
day morning fresh as usual, and was carried com- 
fortably Uirough the day. I preached a funeral ser- 
mon in the evening for my de^ friend Benamore, 
firom his own dying words, Mark vii. 37, *' Be has dom 
all ihinga toelL" How can it be otherwise ? If he 
does all things, diey must necessarily be well done ; 
for bis wisdom, power, and goodness are infinite, and 
we are assured, that not a qparrow, much less a child, 
and a servant who loves him, can fall to the ground 
without him. 

Poor dear Rebecca, the Lord saw her fall,* and 



* It may not be improper to insert a note here, that any mother 
penisiDg these letters, may read as a caution to her dear children* 
Mist E. T., as the reader may learn by her venerable friend's ob« 
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diarefdre she was noi killed, nor a bone broken. "VM 
are always glad to hear from yon, but now we imgi 
beg to hear soon to confirm our hopes, diat by tiili* 
time she is perfectly recorered. She had often beai 
cautioned against sliding down by the rail, but I 
believe her late tumble will render future cantioit^ 
needless. Is it not so widi us ? What are aU tW 
Lord's precepts, or prohibitions, but admonitions W 
do ourselves no harm; but we are children of a' 
larger growth, and think we can please ourselves ia 
our own way, till repeated experience makes us wiser, 
and the consequences of our choice teach us how unfit 
we are to choose for ourselves. 

And now, how shall I fill up a litOe more of di» 
paper ? Surely we cannot say that there is ai^ waul 
of a subject between Christian friaids. We are tia^ 
vellers through a wilderness woiid, and know sonie^ 
thing of the difficulties and dangers which jRurroud 
us; we may sometimes speak of these, but at all times 
let us stir up each other to admire our great Shepherdr 



Mrv»tioBs, neglected to receive the warning given her ts to the esii^ 
sequences of jumping down stairs, leaning on the rail of the baiall^ 
ter. The day alluded to by Mr. Newton, she threw herself over t|it 
rail at the top of one flight of stairs, and was taken up apparency 
dead, but revived in a few minutes. The late Dr. Haws of Bfttb 
very providentially was dining that day with Mr* Kcwton, it 
p. G. in his way to Portsmouth, to visit the ship Duff, b^bv 
she sailed on her first voyage to Otaheite ; he kindly gave his imme« 
diate assistance, and expressed his hope that no material injury wil 
received ; in a few days she was restored. In the next letter a aoit 
remarkable instance of deliverance is taken notice of by Mr. N. Mm- 
JVs younger brother being impatient to mount a pony, his foot 
slipped through the stirrup, he fell, and the horse finding something 
at his heels, took fright, and furiously running round a large field 
thriee times, caused the body to be thrown across the -saddle twice. 
1 le remained speechless. Medical assistance having arrived, he was 
bled, and it was ascertained, that no other injury was received by the 
dear child, than a slight wound on the head. 
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What love to redeem his sheep with his own blood ! 
hfinite wisdom ; what an infallible gmde ! What a 
ne guard is Almighty power ! What a never failing 
aqpfdj from his unbounded fullness ! What a comfort- 
dble resource in that unspeakable compassion and ten* 
demesSf which are but feebly represented by the ten* 
derness of die nearest earthly relations — ^father, hus- 
hnd, brother, firiend, united ! How did dear Mrs. T. 
feel when she heard of Rebecca's fall? So, and much 
laore, the Lord pities his children. He says, ^ Oh, 
that thou hadst hearkened unto me !" We have some 
fiunt perception of him now ; faint indeed ! But firom 
the report we have heard of him, we are going, like 
the queen of Sheba, to see him as he is ; then we 
ihall say, '* behold the half, the thousandth part was 
not told us."* He who once bl^ to death for us upon 
the cross, now reigns a priest upon the throne ; He 
l|aai»our prayers, he watches over us, he is preparing 
ftplaee for us near himself, and is waiting to receive 
n0* We AaU soon be at home, at our long hotMj for 
then all our vnirfare and wanderings wiU be ended, 
apd we shall go out no more. Let us then cheerfully 
talte up our cross, and run, with faith and patience, 
^ race that is set before us. 

I shall often be, in spirit, in the new chapel; may 
the Lord dwell there, and in your house, and in the 
hterts of all who assemble under your hospitable roof, 
from the beginning to the end of the year i May the 
Lofd Uess you all, and double all your comforts, and 
t^veeten all your trials, with a' sense of his special love^ 
I cannot teU you how much I feel myself 

Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Sth October, 1796. 

G 2 
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Ms. West ^eat lK>n»e, and left dl his pam belind 
.hii% on Fridaj^ last. , 



LETTER LIII. 

MT DEAR FRiirNpS, 

I MUST write to tell you that I cordiallj; uniitairifli 
you in praising the Lord for the preservajtiop, and % 
this time, I hope, the complete recoi^ry of George. 
Poor dear child ! what an escape ! I hope he will yet 
live to be "a man of conaequence*, " He will be solf 
he lives to know, love, an(i serve the Lord God. of his 
parents, who, by his watchful providence, protected U^ 
life when in such imminent danger. We felt likewise 
very sensibly for dear Mrs^ T* ; out I trust she is now # 
recovered from this ala^m, a^ she did from that oc68(» 
sioned by Rebecca's fiall. The goo4 L^rd, th^ugltw^ 
cannot see him, i^ always pear to^give Sfcret si^^j^ties 
of strengdi ^oording to our need, and to shew iis%it 
He can help, when all other, help would be ia r^. 
What an uncertain world, do we liv^ in ! Qow little 
are wp aware what the next houft or, minute may 
bring forth ! We always pmfi&ss. to believe thja, hwt 
npw.and then, wh^ he sees, it needful, he. Qermite 
some unthougl^, of eveut to, tajke plupe, to give m ft 
deeper and i^iore abiding iix^^Si^ipiib of tbia, ixaik, of 
which, when we gp ou very long in a.§meoth path, we 
are prone almost to lose sight,, afid then deliverance 



A title the child gave himself. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



\ 



fnom wtMt we fbned noikies us knoft thankful tlmn if 
ii0diii)g hid iiaiqiened to aiawa tl». If weeoH)d^k«ep 
If ftiinore emaUmit sense of oiiir idfe^^nce upem the 
l4»d^ aiifi tiiAt W) and oil dial we eaU our's, are in 
hii htkd, we diould < periiftpa t>e eik^ta^pted llt)m man^ 
trials, which now our |ironenes6 to foi^:rendett neces- 
sary. The Lord's providential dispensations are me- 
dicines^ anil though sone of them' at the time are very 
impalala(>fe» not joyows but grievous ; yet afterwards 
by his blessing, they yield the peaceabte filiits of 
righteousness, and do us good ; upon the whole, we 
have good reason to be satisfied that he doeth all 
things well. • 

Since my great trial in the year 1790, I have 
scarcdy met with any thing that ^deserves the name 
of a triaL Under that the Lord sujqported me, and 
though I still miss my dear every day, I am enabled 
to go on comfortably without her. ' So 1 hope it will 
bj^ pitii. IHt, D. Sndi.trialfi as hi» do not spring out 
of the^jfoimd. > The Lord, whose wisdom Imd lote are 
iaSnite, im» done it, and now his will is doelared by 
t|i^,0yent, I hope he will findy as I did, that the all- 
^d^ncy of our God ean make up fbr, every loss. 
F/iiithful. lyrer the wounds of our infallible fViend ; he 
^Kntinwff dut& deep^ but never too deep, nor in tile 
wibog ptaoe^ nor at the wrong timev and he is near to 
heal. Perhaps the pain may be felt for a season ; but 
it.viU subside as the cure advances^ titt^aA length no- 
tiuBg wiU remain but a scar» 

.Xouff letter vilus the first news we had of George^s 
fidl; though I know yoii lire very busy^ I must beg 
^0 drthree lines lo let u$knoi«r how you all are ; we 
fed a pavtiodir intei^est in all that concerns you and 
ymtt's. Tot 1mm moxiy IHends, eeni so have I, but 
DB^ regard Gsr lb. and lbs. T. is, aki it ottght to be. 
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etinDgmore than the odntiiioti, aad gmeril^aQBie 
oftbe word. Pray for us, my deur friends, tkat hi ear 
present state of eon^ftrative ease, we may not dfd^ 
adeqi upon the michanted ground ; and I hope oftib 
to pray that the liurd may Uess yoa with an afaand* 
ance of grace, peaee, and comfort. 
I am. 
Your traly affectionate and mneh eiligedf '. 
JOHN NEWTON* 

<26th October, 1796. 



LETTER LIV. 

MY DEAR 7BIENDS, . t . 

< Ws dined yesterdi^ at Mr. Seile's, and ei toOt^ 
talked aboat yon. This visit was not neeeasary 'io 
remind me of you, for jroa are often present l» mjjr 
thoughts, and I atn often with you at P. in spirit. 
I lore the spot, I lore the house, the peopie ^v^&ki 
doors, ai^ tiai^ a sort of regard for the walka 'in Ae 
*^gardea,«nd the trees in the shrubbery. I rem emiwr 
with pleasure the hours I have i^nt among ^m by 
moon-light •>'' 

Yet the talk yesterday made me widi to write to* 
day, though I wrote last, I hear dear Mr. T. has bestt 
iU> and I know that when he is wdl, he is as boqr'as 
abee. I know dear Mrs. T.'s nerves are oftcoi out lof 
tune, and I thought ^' p^haps the Lord may mafcefa 
word tram, me a word in season, and hotmnr me as an 
instrument to wind up the strings a little titter, ^tM 
she may play with courage, and make uHlady in her 
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hlBtat to Ae Loid." I find lilwwise that my gMd 
eoTftle, Mr. M., is not so well as formerly. So, though 
I am ratk^^ bofty too in my way^ if I can secure an 
iMor this momtng, I mean to demote it to you, and 
I riiall think of you all the while I write* 

At present, all at No. 6. are pretty well. I fotl 
that I grow older, and more disposed to indolence, but 
as yet I feod no material differ^ice as to pulpit ser-^ 
Yioe, and I have season to hope the Lord affords his 
gracious presence at St Mary's. The church is very 
iiill, the hearers very attentive, my heart and tongue 
fcMT the most part favoured with liberty, and I have 
some reason to believe, that I do not speak in vain. 
So much for self and home. The times look dark to 
4en9e^ Imi faith says, it shall be well with the right- 
eous. I was not disposed to be a croaker on the fast 
day, so I told my people from Psalm xcix, what many 
of them knew, that the Lord reigns, and sitteth be* 
twieen the dberubims ; — ^that is, upon a mercy seat, 
fie who died upon the cross for sinners, and who 1ms 
ifffomised to save to the uttermost all that come unto 
God by him, exerciseth all power and authmty in 
bettren and earth ; let the peqple be ever so im» 
faUent, he is above them. He rules them as he rules 
the waves of the sea in a storm, and sets bounds to 
th^ ragOi beyond which they cannot pass ; yea, he 
ctw^ruies them to promote his own gracious purposes 
in favour of his diurdi and kingdom, though they 
wean nothing less. I maitioned several instances, in 
9hich, unworthy as we are, he has signally af^eared 
19 our behalf. In the sudden suppression of the riots 
in the year 1780 ; the king's recovery in 1789, which 
was equally sudden and unhoped for ; his preservation 
&mn the mischiefs intended in Deoe»nber 17Si2r when 
lam wdl satisfied that this dty was nuurked outf^'*- 
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deslniction ; the pkntiful harvest last year, ^pvlddi 
disconeerted the monopolkets, and )m>iight ^wn (ke 
pice of com in defiance of their endeavoiMrs to keep 
H up; and now of lale, the disaj^intment of the 
French in Ireland, ^nhkb He endentlj did himself. 
He blew with his wjnd, and they were scattered, and 
he would not permit us to ascribe sny paH tif it to ^iPtr 
boasted fleets. Lastly, the snocess he gave to Sir 
John Jervis; there indeed, we find something ia 
boast of. The adaiiral is praised to the i^es, but few 
give glory to God ; but there are ajbw who see Ae^ 
Lord's hand in these events, and accq>t them as an 
answer 40 the prayers of tiiese whose eyes i^fecA their 
hearts,' and iHio stand in the breach to plead f<r 
mercy. Though these arte few, compared' to the htSk 
of the nation, I trust, if they could be all collected 
into oiie place, they would seem to be many. The 
Lfiird sees and hears them alt, as if they were but kaSB 
assembly ; but they are providentially dispersed over 
fhe land like salt ; so that we may hope, ^ce is no 
comity, city, or town, scarcely a village, where prayer 
is not offered for the public, — yea, many a believer, 
who dwells in a lonely cottage upon a heath, is thus 
rendering his country powerful though secret services. 
The eye of the Lord is upon the Cottagers that fear 
him, and his ear is open to their prayers. 

I think this ungrateful nation must be mortified at 
least, if it refuses to be humbled. But as he has a 
cause, a church, a people amongst us, and is still 
sending forth more ministers, and spreading his 
gospel, I trust we shall not be wholly given up to 
ruin, though we justly deserve it. 

My afternoon sermon from 2 Kings, xix. 19, was 
in the same strain. Sennacherib, not content with 
invading Hezekiah, blasphemed the God of Israd» 
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aad oompean^- Mm wUh the idels of wdod and fitone 
wiiiob he bfti burnt. This made it the Lord's cause. 
-So the S^ndi begafl thdr career by renouncing 
vdigioAt dulling the dinrdies ifrith the remains and 
the fitactues of infidels, abolishing the Sabbath, and 
settfng up their idols of reason and liberty. The 
Fopidi imafeff that could not save tfiemselyes, being 
made of silver and g^ld, ifete too good to be burnt, 
bat tbey melted them ^Atmtk/ But they cannot so 
Mrily prevail against the true church ; the Lord is e 
glary in the midst of her, and a wall of fire round 
about h«r. 

We imite in^love^ warm cordial lore, to you both. 
I mention Miss T., Rebecca, and friend €^rge, by 
Aenuelvea 9. tdl them we lore them dearly. I pray 
Ibe Lord to preserve them from falling down stairs or 
Irom horses. Bspecially I jway that he tnay set them 
afart for himself, and that, like Josiah, while they ar^ 
yet y^ung, Hiej may seek and know the Lord God of 
their patents. May his blessing rest upon you all. " 
I am. 
Your niost affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

18lh March, 1797. 



/LETTER LV. 

KY DBAB FBIBNDB, 

Wb have taken places, and hope to be at Reading 

on Tuesday evening about tea-time. Now as to the 

time of seeing P. inclination would say, go there 

next week ; but considering how things are at Read^ 

q5 
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ing, perhape I may see it expedient to stay there two 
Simdays. Should I mean to come sooner, I will let 
you know ; but should you hear no nore, you may be 
assured, that, if I am alive and well, I shall be ready 
to obey your orders any time'after Tuesday the 18th ; 
and I shall be glad if you will let me know the day, 
somewhere in th^* week between the 9tb and tbif IGth, 
and the sooner in the week the bet^, 

I shall wish to ^ €^ ^^me on Friday the 2ksti<ai 
farthest. I like to have a snug day before the Sak^ 
bath to comb out my thoughts a litde, as they areiafA 
to get twisted and entangled in journeying and saer 
ing many new faces. I shaU long fp^ a wa}k in Mr. 
Sloan's wood. As to my stay, it is in my . beaict rit 
live and die with you, m^d perh^ it; may be so« iip^ 
old seventy-two has neith^ right nor reiMioa 4# loik 
forwards two months beforf-band, but I think if I 
am able to return home, the second Sunday in fl^ 
tember will be the last I can spend with yon, I nmtt 
not, if i can help it, be much more than two moirtl|i 
from home. If you could see the people I am aboot 
to leave, you would wonder that I (lan bear to leave 
them at all. 

We join in love to you both, and to all your family. 
Put us into your daily frequent prayers, that I may 
not, after all your kindness and expense, oomB to yon 
like a doud without water. 

The Lord bless you abundantly now, and aboad- 
antly if he permits us to meet. 

Believe me to be, 
Your very affectionate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Ut July, 1797. 
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LETTER LVI. 



. mr DBA& 8ia and madam, 

Hbbb we are, and here, if the Lord please, we 
mean to stay, till after Tv^day the 18th. When 
Aat day is over, I shall be ready to obey your orders 
withoot delay ; but I hope you will write immediately, 
and ^x the time when we may either expect to see 
you, or have pemnssion to wait upon you at P. I 
diall rejoice if you can meet ns, at least as far as B. 
If I should not hear from you, (for hinderances are 
always possible) we shall more off on Thursday the 
20di to the Maidenhead at Basingstoke. 

Indeed I could hardly hold out so long at Reading, 
as I hope to do with you ; between much kindness, 
and many services, I should be OTcrdone. I preach 
twice a day through the week, besides visiting and 
bdng visited, talldng and praying from morning to 
night. I have seldom met with so many hungry 
affectionate people in one place. The Lord is pleased 
to open my mouth among them, and they show their 
gratitude to him by much kindness to poor unworthy 
me. How little did I think of such an honour when 
I was a slave in Africa, as he has been pleased to af- 
ford me since I My thoughts go back to Africa daily, 
and often in a day ; but without recurring to the re- 
collection of what I was, the sense and feeling of what 
I still am should be sufficient to humble me, and 
abase myself in the dust before him. For alas ! while 
I am endeavouring to keep the vineyards of others, 
he only knows how much evil and disorder remains ia^ 
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my own vineyard, and how much more easy I find it 
to preach to his people, than to my own heart. But 
he is gracious and merciful, and therefore he does not 
take his word of truth utterly out of my unworthy 
mouth. 

But as I hope to see you so soon, I need not apolo* 
gize for a short letter, for indeed I have not time to 
write a long one. We join in best lote to yon both, 
in love to all at home and abrbad, espedally to your 
dear children, ftay that I may come to yoa, and 
that our Tisit may be comfortable and profitable; 
mutually so to you and to durselves. The Lord bless 
you and yonr*s. Amen. So prays. 

Your affectionate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Reading, 10th July, 1797. 



LETTER LVn. 

MY DEAR, TEBT, TSBT !>£▲& IBlBNlM, 

The Lord gave us a safe journey, and we arrired 
in health and peace at No. 6, about a quarter past 
s^ven last night, and found all well at home, and I 
believe we were welcome. The rain accompanied u6 
as far as Bagshot; the rest of our ride was fair. We 
did not see much wheat out, but there was some ; I 
pitied the other corn both cut and uncut. The wet 
weather at this season has been the only trial I have 
met with while abroad, and it has been a trial partly 
-en account of my feelings for the poor, but chiefly, 
because my heart has been so rebellious, and so back- 
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ward in submitting to tbe will of the Lord, which I 
am sure, must be wise and worthy of himself, and 
upon the whole, for the very best purpose. 

We said good-bye, as we passed Mr. Woodford, 
the foundry, Mr. Sloan's wood, and the mills, and 
then rode on three or four miles in silence ; but as we 
drew nigh Winchester, I began to recover. The 
thought that we were going home, that every ndle 
was a mile nearer home, abated the regret we felt at 
leaving P. Thus life is a journey; we meet with 
some things as we travel, which we would wish to 
avoid, and we are sometimes called to part with what 
we would willingly keep, and now and then we have 
a piece of rough road ; but all the while we are going 
home, and lessening the distance from our Father's 
house. Time may well be called a diligence, for it 
never stops, but carries us forward, whether we are 
asleep or awake, whether we work or saunter. Well, 
blessed be God that we have such a home, and that it 
will be a long home. We shall be fixed as pillars, and 
go out no more. Such a home as we hope for will 
make rich amends for all the di£^culties of the way. 

There dwells our Savioor erown'd with light, 

Cloath'd in a body like oar own — 
and 

There all the chosen race 

Shall meet around the throne, 
Shall bless the conduct of his grace, 

And make his wonders known. 

We found all well at home, our friends below 
were glad to receive us, and we have had many wel- 
comes from friends abroad. So in our better home, 
many whom we knew and loved upon earth, are wait- 
ing for us ; and I believe many more whom we nevw 
tsaw, will compass us about, and congratulate us upon 
our arrival. If there be joy in heaven over one 
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simier, ciwer ererj sinner, that repenteth, is there not 
joy likewise for those, who, having oyercome by the 
Uood of the Lamb, take their plaees before the throne, 
and join with heart, harp, and voice, to swell the 
chorus of praise? I am now retnming into my M 
tradL ; the air of Coleman-street agrees with me as 
formerly, and I can still crow so as to be heard all 
over St. Mary's. Such good health at my time of' 
life is not common, and indeed the Lord's dispensa* 
tions to me through life, have been tmcommon, I had 
almost said miraculous. I thank my kind cousin for 
the cap ; I shall often think of her when I put it on ; 
perhaps I shall not often wear it, till I appear in H 
brfore her. They tell me I look more like a Bishop 
in the flaming pwrple, than in the blue. Thanks for 
all, and every instance of kindness from yon and 
year's, to me and mine. I shall be glad if my 
rhymes (especially as accompanied by a hands<mi0 
subscription) may brighten poor Theo's sorrowfid 
countenance into smiles;* I shall be more gkid if 
these little trials incident to youth, may give him an 
early impression of the vanity and uncertainty of all 
our prospects and plans within the boundaries of the 
present life. May he and all your children begin be* 
times to build their hopes upon the Rock of Ages^ 
and to lay up their treasure in heaven, where neither 
moth, nor rust, nor fire, nor thieves, can reach them ! 
My last evening sermon before I left town was a 
funeral ; and so was my first upon my return. A 
yoong man was killed by falling from a ladder. He 



^-Mr, T/s son lost his purse, while travelling to town by the stage, 
in lib way to school ; which when his Rev; friend heard, he wrote a 
copy of verses upon the subject, to raise a sum adequate to that lor- 
rowed for ^y the beloved youth. 
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im tbe mlf mm «f Us notber* and she b a widovf 
Se was the staff of her age, and carried on the bust** 
ness for her. I did not know them personally, thoi^h 
thej hare heard me for several years ; but they who 
did know them have no doubt but that both the 
laother and the son were converted persons* My text 
was John xUi. 7, We are not surprised to read, that 
when the Lcnrd saw a weeping widow of Nain, follow* 
ing her only son upon a bier, he should wipe away 
her tears by returning him to life. It seems quite 
suitable to the idea we fimn of his power and his co u^* 
passion. If my widow is a believer, he has the same 
compassion and tenderness for her, though he has 
suddenly called her son away. We know not his 
reasons ibr doing so, but we shall know hereafter, why 
he often calls those whom he loves, and who therefune 
love him, to very sharp trials* But we may be 
assured that he does all things wdL I called iqKm 
hor the next day, and found the promise of strength 
according to her day was fulfilled, for though afflicted, 
she was comforted and resigned. When we pray for 
increase of faith and grace, and that we may have 
stronger proofs of our own sincerity, and of the Lord's 
faithfVdness and care, we do, but in other words, pray 
for affliction. He is best known and noticed in the 
time of trouble, as a present and all-sufficient belp^ 
How grand and magnificent is the arch over our 
heads in a starry night ! but if it were always day, 
the stars could not be seen. The firmament of scrip- 
ture, if I may so speak, is spangled with exceeding 
great and precious promises, as the sky is with stars, 
but the value and beauty of many of them are only 
perceptible to us in the night of affliction. What a 
wonderful transition had this young man, if he knew 
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the next tninute joining the songs of the redeemed 
before the throne ! A sudden death is painfol to snr- 
viying friends, bnt the person so snatched away 
escapes what many feel, who die leisurely in agonies 
by the cancer or the stone. life is equally uncertain, 
and the hour of dismission equally unknown to ns. 
Oh ! for grace to be always ready, always watching, 
with our loins girded up, and our lamps burning. 
Then we may cheerfully leave the when^ ^e Aotr, and 
the where to him, of whose kind care and attention we 
hare had so many proofs hitherto. He will be our 
guide and our guard even unto death, and beyond it. 

We unite in love and thanks to you, and to all ; I 
hope to be in spirit with Mr. K., and my chapel 
friends next Sunday evening. May the Lord himself 
be powerfully there whenever a few meet in his name. 
May he bless your endeavours to build up hie house, 
and may he build up your house, and bind up all who 
are dear to you in the bundle of life, so that not one 
hoof shall be left behind. Amen ! 

I commend you to his blessing. 
I am. 
With much affection and gratitude, 
Your's, 
K)HN NEWTON. 

aSth September, 1797. 
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LETTER LVIII. 



Kir bx:ab F&iKims, 

I THANK you for all your kind expressiong of bvo 
and friendship to us. I trust we are not ungratefuL 
I think we could foe wilhng to live and die with you^ 
hut we all have our appointed posts ; yet a little while, 
and we hope to meet where there will be no se|)ara- 
tion, no sin, no sorrow. 

I am glad to hear that Mr. K. supplies my place at 
your or my chapel. He is a curate quite to my mind. 
May the Lord bless his labours there, in his Meeting, 
or wherever he preaches. We know that the gospel 
is the power of God to salvation ; and I believe it 
never is preached faithfully, a&d in a humble depen- 
dance upon the Holy SjMrit, wholly in vain, whetfier 
we come to the knowledge of the effect or not. I hope 
that at the last, both Mr. K. and poor I shall find that 
the Lord made us useful when we did not expect. 
Yon will be glad to hear that we go on comfcurtaUy 
at St. Mary's. The church is thronged, and we have 
J^asing tokens of the Lord's presence with us in the 
ordinances ; we have the blessing of peace, and the 
number of enquirers increases. I seem as young in 
the pulpit as ever, though when out of it I have daily 
admonitions that I grow older. I cannot expect to be 
able to preach so tften and so Umd ¥ery long, but by 
die Lord's grace I will while I can. The rest I desiie 
tA leave to him. Pray for me, that while I do live I 
may live to his praise, and then it is no great matter 
how long I stay, or how soon I am gone. 
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I hcqpe m J next paper wiU be IsUer, birt there tre 00 
many knodL-knocks at the door, so manj going out 
and coming in, that my head is too much in the wool- 
fadiering way to write at large. I will only add lote 
and prayers from me and mine, for yon and yoar*8, 
and all whom I know in and about S., with spedal 
thanks to you and your children for idl youf graat 



I subscribe myself, 

Your affectknale and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
SUt October. 1707. 



LETTER MX. 



MT SCAB MADAM, 

Your letter to Hiss C. gave us great ple^mre] it 
not only informed us tfiat you, dear Mr. T., and youf 
family returned in safety to P.^ but the strain in whidl 
it was written seemed a proof that the journey and 
your stay in London had been useful boA to your 
health and spirits. If the Lord please, we hope to g« 
OB Friday to visit Mr. H. and other friends at D. near 
B. in HertfiMrdshire. I hope to be at home on &e 
lIMh or aoth of this month, and if things are so that I 
oaa come at all to you this year (which I much desirei 
if it be the Lord's will, for there is no place abroad 
Vke P.) I shall probably set off tar Reading (by the 
way) early in June, y^te I hope Mr. and Mrs. Ti 
will be able to meet us ; but it will be time enough to 
USk of this hoeafter, and you shall have suffident 
notice. 
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I look (brw«rd to a month, aond e?eii loa week, with 
cantioB. Not only hecause we know not what die 
Frendi maj be pennitted to do, but because I am so 
eld. I aim to leave all in the Lord's hands. To him 
I look to prepare me for whatever change he may ap** 
point, and esp^lally for my great and last change, 
Asd then I need not fear, if I can cast my care upon 
him, fur he has promised to care for those who trust 
him. A blind man could not walk comfortably if he 
suspected his guide had a design to mislead him. 
But if he has full confidence in his guide, he can trip 
on with cheerfulness. I am stark blind as to future 
events ; I know not what a day or the next hour may 
bring forth. But I hope I have an infallible guide, 
and I have been made willing to commit myself to his 
guidance and protection ; yet I feel something within, 
that often disposes me to question whether I could not 
find out a better path for myself, than that in which 
His wisdom is jj^eased to lead me ; oh Aame upon 
this unbelief and presumption! Methinks, vvfaeii 
working in a follower of the Lamb, it is a strongs 
proof of our depravity, than all the outward sins of 
those who know not the Lord. 

We are travelling in the coach of time ; every day 
and hour brings us nearer hcHue, and the ooach-whe^ 
whirl roimd apace whai we are upon the road; we 
seldom think the carriage goes too £sst; we are 
pleased to pass the mile-slones: I call new-year's 
day, or my birth-day, a mile-stone. My heart iffll 
jin^ when I find myself within three miles of S. I 
have now aknoii^ reached the seventy -third yearly mile^ 
8)one; what daageis have I escaped or been hrou|^ 
through! If my heart would jump to be within three 
miles of you, why do^ it not jump bom moaming tall 
ttight to think that I am probably within three yean 
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of a^kig the Lamb ly^n tb« ibvoiie, tod JDifiia|; in 
thd pf aifies of the blessed sfMrits «f Ike redeemed, ^fko 
beheld bim wkbovl It veil or e. deud, i^d are fiUed 
mA bis glory and lotel Here I nay be asbamM 
of lajsdtf again. 

. Mrs. A. called thb momiog, aad Jobn, Tbeo» and 
Rebeoea diaed with us. They are well, aild I hope 
are well pleased, tiioiigb we bavie no shrabbery for 
them to i^aage in. They are niee diildren^ and we 
lore them dearly for tli^ir own sakes, and for ikm 
sake of their parents* ToHBorrew Mnl¥. a^d Mr. A. 
most suffer death for foigery. The foMter Ims a wife 
and five or six diiMren, and tfae latter is bat lat^j 
married; his wife is near the hour of ber delii^ry of 
her first diiM. Th^ were both in a large way cf 
business, and, till this uahappy step, of faik* diaractera. 
Oh, sir ! oh, kyve of money I what mischief do jwol 
occasion I whkt a haid master is Satan! he is iioi 
extent tbci his sonmnts go on quietly in the spirit^ctf 
the world, though thkt is bad enougli; bat if he cait 
prevail, he will put them upon such thiugs as shall 
bring reproach and rum vspon themselves and their 
families, even with regard to this ^sent life* What 
cause have I for prase ! This enemy once possessed 
me; my name was Legkm. How wids^, faow nns- 
erable^ and how lost to aH appearance was I in the 
time of my ignorance! what ingratitude and baoksiid-^ 
ings have I experieneed since I began to know iim 
lihrd ! How many tr^>s and snares has Satan spread 
for my feet, and bow often haeve I" been taken ihtbtradi 
Yet my Ssdonr has so set boimds to iny (Mj and K» 
SAtenV malice, that I am stiH aHr*^ up^ |>i*^i^ 
grooad; y^ear, I km enabled to bbpe ^lat be will k^^^Afe 
to the end, and savie me to the uttermost. The paper 
and the hour remind me to say godd night. Please 
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to parcel out my love to your femilj, and 4o tbe 
chuorch at P. The Lord blesg jmi aliv 
I aiii> 
Your veiy affeie^onale and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

9th JwM, 1798. 



LETTER LX. 



MY B£Aa FRIENDS, 

We left P. with regret, but we gradually recovered 
oar spirits as we drew Bearer home. In all my tra* 
vels I have seldom had a more pleasant jtmrney, 
especially between Eamham and Guildford. We 
venehed S. in health and safety, about four in the 
afternoon; I preached twice on Sunday. Tuesday 
brought us home to tea, and we found all in peace. 

What a pleasing excursion ! no harm or alatrm in 
the way; no cross or trial in the houses where we 
were duritig nine weeks ; no unpleasing news from 
^o. 6, either while abroad, or upon our return. My 
soul, praise the Lord! Yesterday I made my ap- 
pearance in St. Mary's pulpit. I was glad to see my 
people, and I trust they were glad to see me. * I am 
now returning to my old track ; my first letter is, as 
it ought to be, to you. I owe you many thanks for 
all your kindness, and hope to repay you in the best 
manner I can, by praying that the Lord may continue 
to bless you both, and your children, and your child- 
ren's children. May he fill the chapel with his pre- 
sence, and bless all my chapel friends in their persons 
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«nd families. I shall still be often at P. in wf/ttiiy 
though absent in the flesh. Hiich of my heaft is 
with you, especially as I cannot think of you, without 
thinking of dear EJiza, and my dear Mary, and yoor 
great kind^iess to them. May he for whose sake yon 
shewed it us, render an abundant recompense to yon 
and your's. We are still upon a journey, and every 
day brings us a stage nearer to our home. Yes, I 
trust it will be our home. Has not the Lord taaght 
us to send our desires and affections thitiber brfore 
us ? Does not our best friend live there ? If we lore 
him unseen, how shall we love him when we shall see 
him as he is, in all his glwy, and in all his lore ; 
when we shall be like him, and with him for ever? 
YeSy thtU will be our long home ; when we emter thai 
dty, that temple, we shall go out no more. May He 
friio has brought us thus far, be our guard aend gqide 
to the last step, and enable us, when flesh «nd heart 
fail, to rejoice in him ajB the strength of our hearts, 
and our portion for ever. Amen. In the mean tune, 
may we keep Mr. Mead's text in our view ; Eedes. 
xix. 10. BeUeve me to be, my dear friends^ 

Your very affectionate and obUged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
)0UiSc|it.,179e. 



LETTER LX;L 

MY DEAR FBIENDS, 

I MUST begin with complaining of Mr. T. How 
could you, dear Sir, destroy my letter ? Aftar yom 
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had written it, it was mj pr<qiertj, aod not yonf^i. I 
know it was full of expressions of love and kindness, 
whidi, as they came from your heart, I valoe more 
than a letter in the shape of a flitch of bacon, Itc. fte. 
Of all these kind tokens of your regard, and the plea- 
sare I sbonld have had in reading them, you hare de* 
priv«d me. May I not reqaest, yea, have I not a 
right to insist, that you write another very soon. 

Yon would be pleased to see how comfortaUy warm 
we sit by the bkoe of your lignum-vitee. But we 
are very careful of it. We use it chiefly on high 
days and holydays, when the weather is rery cold, or 
the fire has been TCiy kw. Thank you for all ; aH 
together.; if I attempted to specify particulars, I 
shoild fill the paper, and yet omit a great part. But 
from the year 1784 to 1798, I have considered myself 
as mxxre dbliged to Mr. and Mrs. T., than to any of 
n^ friends. 

. The Lord is very gnieious to us at No. 0, and at St. 
Mary's; yet I know not but I am entering upon a 
little trial. Last night I preached at >, went to 

bed well, slept well, and awoke this morning in good 
health and q>irit8, but in attempting to dress myself, 
I fell down seTeral times. I came down stairs safely, 
with great caution, but when I came into the study, I 
fell down three or four times. I could not tell what 
ailed me, as I had n^th^ doziness, nor nnmbness, 
nor pain ; at last I found that the strength of my leg 
failed me, so that it could not support the weight of 
the left, side of my body, and now I cannot walk 
across the room without being led. Whether thia 
complaint may remove at my time of life, or whether 
it is an intimation of some farther approaching 
diange, I know not. But the Lord knows. I should 
not deem it a small trial to be prevented from going 
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about aaiong my friends^ and from retuming to P. G. 
next summer, k I should live so long. I say this 
would be no smaU trial, if I were m>t happfly satis* 
fied that my times, and all my eoncerus, are in the 
hands of Him, whose wisdom and lore are infinite ; 
that nothing can befall me without his appointmait, 
and that he chooses better for me, than I could fyf 
myself. How often have I aimed to say, " Not my 
wQl, but thine be done." Through mercy I can, hi a 
measure, say it now. In other respects I am as wdl 
in health md spirits to-night, as I have been for 
-many years, and feel not the least pain. Unless tte 
Lord is pleased to relieve me, I cannot trot about as 
formeiHy, but I hope still to be aUe to go to St. Mary's. 
I have been looking for some change ; I h«ve hm§ 
been a wonder to myself and to many. Very few 
persons of my years have been favoured witli so i 
health and strength for public service of the 
If he should now say,. ^ Rehnm, and practise your* 
self those lessons of resignation to my wiU, which yaa. 
have so often recommended to others" — ^shoold Ail 
be the meaning of the diq[iensation, I hope and piw^ 
that he will make me willing ; ib&i I shall witfadnnr 
like a thaakfid guest^frimi aplentiful table, whera I 
have been long feasted, and that I diallTejoBee.to sse 
others coming forward to serve him bettes^ (i hope^ 
when I can serve him in this world no loiqper. 

I leave a little nxmi for dear C. to write, if she has 
any thing to offer. 

JOHN NEWTON. 

3rd Nov., 1798. 
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LETTER LXII. 



MY BSAB FRIEND, 

If you hare not already received, I hppe you will 
soon recdve fifty of Mr. Grimshaw's Life. I told the 
Committee, that I doubted not but you would have the 
goodness to dispose of so many, and remit the money, 
iriien paid, either to me, or to Mr. Ambrose Martin, 
the Treasurer, in Finch Lane. The price is 2#. boards. 
I should, by rights, send a copy as a present to you, 
another to dear Mrs. T., one to Mr. K, and so on; 
hut I have no property in the book, and cannot well 
aiSard to send such a token of my gratitude to all my 
friends to whom I am obliged and indebted ; I treat 
them all alike who are able to pay. Those to whom 
some particular circumstances render it j^oper to send 
one in my own name, are very few ; ancb. as the 
Bishop of London, Lord Dartmouth, Mr. Wilberfoice, 

It would have pleased your benevolent spirit much, 
could you have peeped in at No. 6., and have seen 
liow comfortably we warmed ourselves by your lig- 
nnm*vitse fires, during the very severe weather. The 
wood was doubly welcome and seasonable, because 
our stock of coals was lower than I was aware of, and, 
when the river was full of ice, coals were scarcely to 
be had. Severe as the weather was, we had at times 
a good deal of company, who all shared in the benefit 
of your bounty. Possibly some almost envied me for 
having such a friend as Mr. T., but I hope I value 
the friendship of Mr. and Mrs. T. more than ship- . 
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loftds of lignum-YiUB. I thank yon, however, for the 
wood, as otherwise I mig^t hare been reduced to sH 
blowing my ingers in the c<^ weather. It is so 
warm to-day, th^l WQ could thnost do without a fire. 
How various and wonderful are the Lord's worhs! who 
can stand before his cold ? But when he gires tlie 
word, how quickly does the ice melt, and the water 
imf ! A thaw can fb* oMre in a day, towards dear^g 
the g^Kmnd and the rivers, than ten thousand* men 
ceiild d» in a year. The kiftuence is unirersal^ ^ff^Tj 
wheve kt the same moment, yet- aS is perfom^d hi 
sdeneek Thus, <he he«rt of man is harder tikan ice 
by naiares and nolkkig can soften it but the warm& 
of grace. In a. severe irost, tee may lie p«mided in a 
ma^tarv till it is fine as table si^, but every smalt 
parole vf^ be ice st^. Bttt, befi>re the fire it vntt 
mgUi vf^thofrt a Vkm. Nothings but ^e knowledge of 
a Saviour's love can dissohpe the obstinacy of our spi- 
rit, and make the t^urs of godly sorrow flW; but th& 
vdH do it eibeWly^ 

What a pleasing change will the advancing Spring 
seen mi^ ! The ground lately covered with snow, and 
the hedges which seemed dead, will be dressed in 
green, &Bd adorned with flowers and blossoms ! The 
trees in your garden will be all at work, in producing 
fruats of cUfi'erent kinds. The trees are wonderful ma- 
cfaines$ why dioidd one make cherries, o^^rs apples, 
pears, or phtmbs, when they aH dtaw their nourish* 
meni fr^oai the same groimd, are watered by the same 
rainv and warmed by the same sun ? Thus it is ite^ Ae 
Lcn^s gardien,' his plants are all living, because dkey 
derive their life fipom him. They hove their diflbrent 
seasons. . In Winter, though they droop, they are sot 
dead,^ in S|Mping they thrive and blossom : the fruitr 
they bear are idl good, but not all alfte. lliough 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



M7 

tkere is the same ipirift^ there ore diteraities oi giflbi, 
iCGording to the fier^pal staUons the J/xd aUots to 
.then. He qualifies seme to nde, and some to obey ; 
some to be rich aad moderate, and BomB to be poor 
and eo&teated; all to be wmivl in their places^'and 
ii'lieii they ha^e grown awhile here below, he tram* 
phunts them suooessiTety to flourish in his heavenly 
gfwden, to far greater advantage. Blessed be his 
oaate^ Sgn the light oaid hope g! his glorious gospel I 

Ny preachuig health is still good, but J am grow« 
ing ^der apace. I am waituig the Lord's time, and 
I hope ki him that I tjken shall be foimd wflling* 
Hay graee and peaee be with yon,' with dear Mrs. T; 
and all near and dear to yon I 

I am, 
Your very afibctionate and much obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

ZadUveh, 1799k 



LBTTER LXm. 



laV VfiftY OBAft ai& AND MADAlfi 

i HJLTE net yet time to write a letter, but I must 
send a nefe to tdl you, that the Lord {avoured ui^ 
with a safe and pkeasant jaum^, and we aitived in 
health and peace, and foimd ill well, en Wednesday 
lasty about frve o'clock. I preached twice en Smiday 
at FaiKBliam, from Ephes. vi. 24, and John iii. 7. 
Ifany hearts, aad remariiably attentive and well- 
behaved; though they have not been used temy left* 
H 2 
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iHg way since Mr. G.'s days. Mr. L. the carsfe 
likewise treated me with great dvility. - I 8ii{^9e 
Mr. A. told you, that we dined with him on Saturday 
-^t was a pleasant visit. On Monday we proceeded 
to Stoke, where I preached on Tuesday evening. 
Wednesday brought us home. 

I spoke last night at Mr. Neale's from Psalm cxvi. 
12. Ah ! what shall I render to the Lord for all the 
personal, family, spiritual, private, and public bene- 
its bestowed on me and mine? We are both well, 
only my sight seems to decay apace. No great mat- 
ter. If I cannot read or write, I hope the Lord will 
teach me to think; yea, were I quite blind. He could 
shew me more and better than all that I have seen 
with my eyes during life. I wish to be more thankfid 
that I have had the use of them so long. I can see 
to-day — I would not be anxious about to-morrow. 

Tell dear Mr. and Mrs. A. that I think of them, 
and pray for them, daily and often. Tell Mr. K« that 
I thank and praise the Lord for his restOTatioa to 
his family, friends, and peojde. Tell all your tons 
and daughters that we love them dearly. How we 
feel for Mr. and Mrs. T. I cannot tell you myself. 
You may guess, if you recollect all the instances of 
their love and kindness to us, and if you believe that 
we are not ungrateful. But I must not forget Mr. and 
Mrs. L. ; assure them of my regard and best wishes. 
I was greatly pleased with his candour and openness ; 
and, as he is desirous of knowing the Lord's will by 
studying His holy word in a spirit of prayer, I trust, 
if I should live to see him again, that we shall be 
nearly of one mind. There is no teacher like the 
Lord ; nor can we learn any thing worth knowing but 
what we learn from Him. 
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I bare been in the shrubbery, and in the tub* 
already, this morning, and I shall be often there, 
tlioug^ you cannot see me^ May the Lord bless you 
both, and all your's, abundantly, in body, soul, and 
spirit I Amen. 

I am. 
Your very affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
Idth September, 1799. 



LETTER LXnr. 



MY TERY D£AB FBIXNDS, 

My letter to Mrs. A. was gone to the post-ofllee 
bo&re I received your^s yesterday, for I heard of the 
eirent from Miss J. on Saturday. We wished Mr. A. 
to remain much longer in this world of sin and sor- 
row, but the Lord had mudi better riews for him. 
The time was come when He would have him near 
his throne to behold his glory; and therefore our 
prayers were overruled. I hope dear Mrs. T. can 
say from her heart, *^ The Lord does all things wdl." 
The time is short, and they that weep should be, if 
believers, as though diey wq>t not. Many whom we 
best loved while here, and who are gone a little be- 



* The tub, often mentioned, was a seat erected by Mr. T. at the 
end of an avenue planted straight from the garden, that Mr. N. might 
be seen to fall, if he was seized with a weakness of limbs. 
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(bre are watting for us, and the joy of meting wbere 
tber6 wiU be no parting will make abimdaiit amendi 
for the pain of a temporary separa&n. Mr. A, net 
with MtotmB and ImIIowb during his voyage on the sea 
of this Ufe, but we trust he is now in thai peaeefid 
haven, where the winds of trouble never blow. What 
a wond^id transition, to pass, in a moment, in th« 
twinkling of an eye, from pain, and sickness, and 
weeping friends, to join in the scmgs of the innmnera- 
ble company of the redeemed, before the throne of 
God and the Lamb ! I had but little conversation with 
Mr. A. at P. If the Lord was pleased to make any 
part of that little instrumental to his comfort, I have 
great reason to be thankful. What an honour ! what 
a pleasure ! tp be iu any measure helpful to a dying 
friend! Whoever is the instrument, the effect is only 
wrought by Divine power. To God be all the praise 

We were at — > on Frifey, when you and 

year's were affedtionatel^ remembeiNed. I cannot but 
hope our aged friend is in the right tradi. Perhaps 
the iaibrauition which you received nught be exagg^ 
rated, as I have heard that your informant ia not 
enttirefy * free from prej^ce. Yesterday we wwe 
with Mrs. Bafcdn, and that bereaved. SEunily. Tbey 
sensibly &el tJ^ir loss — but the Lord ia fythfifl; 
they are sappcurted. I trust he will equally mpfdii 
Mrs. A., and wiH bless her, and make h» a bkssiag 
to her duldren. 

I stiU remmnbeff how I Mt when I saw Mr. K. 
fall. I rejoiceand hope I am tJiankM that be is re-- 
covered. He was raised as it were from the dead, to 
preach on our LordV re s uri 'cc tion . I h^e his peof^, 
considering how soon, how suddenly, he might have 
been, or may still be taken from them, will prize his 
ministry while it is afforded to them. His removal, 
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l^id it tak^i place, would have been his gain ; but it 
would hare been a heavy loss to S. May he be long 
oontinved, and the numbers and spirituality of his 
hearers be increased from year to year. Pray, my 
dear friends, that I may improve by vrhat I saw, that 
I«may be always ready and fxegixed for a change, 
and may wovk while it is dayi not knowing how s^on 
the night may cornel And may what will be mghl 
with respect to the pros^st life, prove the heginnrng 
of an everlaBting day to us all ! 

I have paid six guineas t» the Bible So<»ety« three 
to the SioranriaBBt and am going to pay two to the 
Clergy Sodety^-eleven in all. Is that right? 

I easBot write here so quietly uh \iVi your room^ or 
in the sunmer-house. I expect interruptions, and 
must therefore draw to a dosoi. May the Lord Uest 
yott» and make your blessings more and morel May 
his graioe and pea^e fill your hearts, and uidte the 
hearts of aM your <^ildren to hims^ We feel we 
love you, and are thankful for all your kindness* 
Our love to yoi^ family and all M^ds in town and 
fiountry. We aU continue weU» and I trust the lord 
is with us at St Mary's. I can still preach as long 
and as loud as formerly. My mind has been sitting 
in the tub this morning, ft is olten there, or thereat 
boats; but it went al<me ; the poor flesh is too heavy 
to aoeompanj it, aiid th^peiere, though I am present 
with you, I cannot be seen by you. 
lam, 

Dear sir and madam, 
Year very affidctionate and amdi oblig^, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

a4th ^Member, 1780. 
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LETTER LXV. 



It is time to drop a line to my dear Mr. and Mrsr. 
T. to tell them, that by the Lord's goodness we are 
still farom'ed with health and peace; that we still re- 
tain a thankful sense of their great kindness, and con- 
tinue to pray that the Lord's blessing may abundantly 
bless them and their's with the abundance of all 
spiritual and temporal blessings. I told you that I 
often sit invisible in your tub. I have been there 
this morning. The house, chapel, tub, and shrubbery 
are seldom long out of my thoughts. Do not be afraid, 
though my spirit haunts you, and peeps into eyei^ 
room, for, if you could see it, and hear it speak, you 
would hear nothing but the language of lore, gra- 
titude, and good-win. I have still to set up daily 
Ebenezers to the Lord's praise. My home is com- 
fortable, my friends are kind, and I have reason to 
hope that the Lord affords us his presence at St. 
Mary's. I am seldom better than when in the pulpt, 
and can speak as loud and as long as formerly. It 
rather seems that in waiting upon the Lord in his 
house, my strength is renewed ; f<»r, though old age 
makes me feel a weariness every day, I am not more 
weary on a Monday than on a Satiurday. However, 
I am daily expecting some change. But my times 
are in the hands of him who does all things well, and 
there I wish to leave myself and all my concerns. 
May we live with him, and for him to-day, and trost 
him without anxiety for to-morrow! 

Some of my hearers (three or four) hate died com- 
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fitftaUy since we came home. The inhabitants of 
hearen daily derive fresh additions to their happiness 
tram the earth. We are assured that there is joy in 
hearen oyer one sinner that repenteth. I trust they 
have daily cause for such joy, for I hope no day pas* 
ses without some conversions in one part or other of 
the wide world where the Bible is known. And, if 
the host above rejoice for a penitent when first awak* 
ened, their joy will be complete when the penitent is 
brought safely among them. If i am admitted there, 
as I humbly trust I shall, surely they will rejoice 
ov^ me. They will know what a wretch I once was. 
Surely they wUl compass me about, (Ps, cxlii. 7,) and 
say, '^ Behold a brand plucked out of the fire." 

We repeat our cordial love. Love to all your 
children and chUdren's children. The Lord bless 
you all. Amen. 

I am. 
Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

19th November, 1799. 



LETTER LXVL 

MY DEAR, DEAa, VERY DEAR FRIENDS, 

Though it is long since I received a paper letter 
firpm P., yet I have to thank you for two in another 
fiffm. The firH was m the shape of a flitch of bacon ; 
your moond came in a cart, and very seasonably, a 
few days before the frost. I cannot say it is much 
connected, and I believe you did not expect us to go 
H 5 
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throngb il^ any ffii^*e tban th« fint^ in ot^d^F ; hit 
we hafe* a part oi it belbre 119 e^eary day, and Ike 
smallesif pieeeof it aibrds as bedi light and heat^ airi 
not only warms our hearts by reminding us ef yotf 
kindness, bat warms our very fingers* ends. I thank 
yon for both. Yea woidd he theught of eAen at 
dinner and by the fireniide, eren if we lered yoa less 
than we do. 

What a shame, then, ia it that my Lord aad' yoM i 's 
should erer be a single ralnate out of my ratndv since 
there is not a single mifiute bat brings me soom ncrvr 
proof of bis goodness. I know I can be thaakft^is 
Mr.andMr^iT. But I toiow abottiat lamfarflMH 
being diidy thankful to my be^ Friend, whe^r^meai^ 
bered me in my low estate, Inrought me oat of the 
African house of bondage, and haa since fed me t% 
years through the wilderness. How often hmf fe 
healed my wounds, sootfted my sorrows, restored me 
when wandering, rerived me when fainting, and given 
me suitable and seasonable help, when the help of 
creatures would have been in vara! Nay — all my 
earthly friends are his gifts, and if he had not taken 
notice of me first, you would not have noticed me at 
all. Had you met me when I was raving like the 
man possessed with Legion, you would have avoided 
me as you would a wild beast. And afterwards it was 
by his secret influence that you came to S. He was 
then preparing the way for much of my comfort in 
future life ; and, if I was more thankitil to* him, I 
should be more thankful to you. 

However, though we hai« mueb eansa fer hmniiia* 
tioH) yet, I trust the Liord haa our heaKs^ and-tha* oar 
desire is to please and to acknowledge him> i» all ev 
ways. If we can tn^ say, '* Whom h«re I in heafoa 
bat thee, and there is none upon earth thait I desife 
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in QffmfBximm of tlie^ l^'-^hen tiMly we lete liim. 
AbA can we nDt stf j Ihls ? Could all the Honours^ 
profits, tokd {deasores of thig world satisfy as, without 
a hope in Ae Lord's Aiefey« and dome sense of his 
iomg-kindaesB? I trust they ectild Aot. 

l^ts WIS begun on Saturday, but I could not finish. 
¥eirterday Ifr. Sf. breakfedted with me. I am glad 
to hear things are in a fair train at B. I hope the 
etent wiU piOTe thai ybu nede a good purchase there, 
if thereby the Lord heboiHni yot to be the instrument 
rfsaraig one soid^ it will be wordk more thaii all the 
istiiteB in ' ' > — shircf. I Irtnt nbi only oiile, but 
many, wiUl have cause to praise Grod on your behdif, 
and that the prayers of those who are ready to perish 
for ladL of knowledge^ witl be offered and rememberM 
for you and your fanily^ May you Uve to see it with 
jFour ow A eyes I 

We imifte in lofe to you and all friendsf as if named. 
The Lovd bless you abundantly ! 

I am^ in deed atid in truth, 
Your very affectionate and greatly obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

a4lh December, 1799. 



LETTER LXVII. 



Mir BSAB OOUSIN, 

I HATB been often upoti the point of thanking yon 
for your letter, but I met with many ifiterniptionsl I 
have not Uie same leisure he^ s» when at pleasing P. 
I tfaaidi the Lord that my health and spirits are still 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1» 

goofl ; but you, who know iiow old I am, wffl not won^ 
der, if I think it very probable, that this, my first let- 
ter to you, may prove my last; it may be so, or 
otherwise, as ^e Lord shall please. However, I shaH 
write as I would if I was sure that I shall never sec 
you, or write to you again. In that case, if you keep 
this paper, it will remind you as often as you look at 
it, that there was an old man at No. 6, who loved yoii 
dearly, and wi^ed and prayed for your weliiii^ whife 
he lived, and, brfore he went home, left you his last 
and best advice. May the Lord accompany it witfi 
his blessing. I doubt not but you know yourself to 
be, as you say, a sinner. Young persons of an inge- 
nuous spirit, who have had the instruction and exam- 
ple of affectionate and religious parents, and have 
been brought up under the preaching of the gospd 
from their childhood, will generally have some serious 
thoughts and impressions ; and, if, by the blessing of 
the Lord, they at length become believers, they are 
often brought forward so gradually, that they are dis- 
couraged, because they cannot distinctly discern when 
the good work was begun. If it be indeed begun, it 
will come forward ; if this day has actually dawned, 
the light will increase ; for it is one thing to know 
in my judgment that I am a sinner, and another 
thing so to feel it in my conscience as to make the 
salvation of my soul my chief and constant concern. 
Mankind in general know beyond a doubt that they 
must die, yet multitudes live as if they neither be- 
lieved the uncertainty of life, nor the certainty of 
death. If a man knows he is in debt, and is afraid of 
a jail, he usually acts consistently ; he is daOy afraid 
of the bailiff; the thought of his debt follows him to 
bed at night, and meets him as soon as he wakes in 
the rooming ; perhaps it prevents or spoils his sleep. 
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and, if he cannot pay it himsdfy he will Sf^are no pains 
to find a friend, if possible, to help him ; — ^but there 
are peojde who saj they know that they are sinners, 
and yet they lite at their ease in the spirit of the 
world, as if they expected no hereafter. They are 
more to be fMtied than envied. I trust it is other- 
wise with you, and that yon desire, and resolve by his 
grace, that, whatever others do, you will serve the 
Lord, and seek your happiness in his favour; and that 
joa pray to the purport of Psalm cvi. 4, 5, and are 
weU satisfied, that, as there is no God like the God 
of Israd, so there are no people like the Israel of 
God. 

When ministers remind their hearers that they can 
do nothing of themselves, they are often misunder- 
stood; we can of ourselves not so much as think a 
good thought, but we certainly can^ if we will^ wait, 
ask, and knock, in the use of the appointed means for 
the help we need, and which is never sincerely sought 
in vain. The priests under the law could not bring 
down the fire from heaven, but they could prepare the 
wood and the sacrifice, and when they did what they 
eoMt the Lord did that which they ctmld not. Thus, 
though we cannot get forward faster or further than 
the Lord is pleased to lead us ; we can, and we often 
do retard our own progress. The kingdom of Heaven 
smflbreth violence. There is daily call for self-denial. 
The person who would possess the pearl of great 
price, must part with much to obtain it, though it is 
given freely without money or price. If my hand is 
full, and clenched, I must of necessity open and empty 
it, before I can receive any thing else. The desire of 
the flesh, of the eyes, and the pride of life must be 
crossed. No people are more to be pitied than those 
who halt between two opini<ms, — ^between God and the 
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some people is constrained ; they are like peoffc wli» 
use the cold hath— ^not for pleasure, but necessity, and 
for their health ; they go in with rductanoei and ara 
glad when they get out: bat reiigiim to a true bdiiefer 
tt like water to a fish ; it is his element, he liyes itt it« 
and he could not live oi^ oS it. My heart wishes yo« 
this determined, resolved spirit, aod^ if you ask it 
earnestly c^ the Lord, he wiU give it you; thai yon 
will find the ways of wisdom both procticaUe and 
pleasing. You say the world is ensnaring; I hope 
therefore yon will not only pray, but watch against it. 
I do not recommend a needless and scrupulous singU^ 
larity ; your situation in life warrants yea to appear 
like the daughter of a gentleman ; bat too rainh ex- 
pense of timev thou^t, and money, in dress, is unmnt- 
able to the professed followers of a poor Saviour, and 
will hurt the soul by adding fueA to die fire 9£ diat 
pride, which is so m^tuial to oiur hearts,, so difficult ta 
be siq>pressed,.and suck an ahonnnation to the Lerd^ 
if it be kidulged. 

if the Lord woika in, you truly la wiili he witt 
sueely enable you to doi aeeording to E^ good plea- 
sure. A sini^e intention to please him, imd to sedt 
him as your portion and happiness, ^d a sim|^ de*> 
pendaoce upon Mm for wisdom and strength) wiU 
carry you Uirough and above all difficuttses. Hie is 
very merdfid to all our infirmities, but he justly fa-^ 
^pnres our whole hearts ; but he wiU not accept of a 
heart that is divided, and allows no idol to share in 
iriiat is wholly due to hinw His heart was net divide 
ed when he undertook for us. He willingly submitted 
to poverty, r^roadi, contempt, torture and deafeh for 
oiur sakes^ and, because we oould not otherwise be 
saved, he would not save himself. Oh, my dear eeu- 
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dii^ ifaoald not this love ooiiflNnn ns? Shall we, whe 
ave lyMiglti with mdi a prioe^io mach as wish to be 
wa^ longer our own I He invitos as to oome to him, 
aoaures ns Hsmt tluBj who oome he will in no wise cast 
out; pffonnea to be oar sim, diield, coansellor and 
cwforter. The world can nuike no sodb promises ; it 
oamGH siqppirt «s under tfoiAle, nor dieer us on a 
sidi bed, nor in a dyinf hour, nor tan the serrants of 
the world enjoy thai aUdiBf peace and pierfiect free* 
4loBi which the Ssntai beitows iqion his people \ The 
world is under the tyraany ni ditfevent and o^Mnte 
passirais, «Md atttfadrp tttea iie d pleasttresfane mingled 
witbdisoonlent, remorse, and foreboding feam of death 
and judgment. 

Permil me to advise yoa ta study the redemption of 
time ; it is an important talent, and we hai« afl mi8«- 
spent too' mueh of it. If you Im to ipy age, you will 
find the benefit of rising early, if you begin now ; 
and a little custom will make it both easy and plea- 
sant« I owe most of what I am, under the blessing 
of God, to early rising. The morning hours, which 
many waste in needless sleep-, are favourable to de- 
votion, to seek communion with God at his thnme, 
and in his word of grace; it is also good for the health 
and sj^ts. 

I believe I need not mention acts of charity and 
mercy for a part of the employment of your time, 
for I have often observedl with pleMure, that tiie Lord 
has given you a feelings benevoleat heait. Iftay he 
help jFon in all that yoado t^dileviate the distressed, 
or to mstract the ignorant, ta.db it lor his sahe ; th«i 
yea sh^ in no wise lose year reward. 

One thing* more \ will ventare to hint. Yoalfa is 
the time to lay tiie fioiindatioB of good habits, whieh 
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may be usrful to us in future hfe. I mndi wnAt you 
to gain a habit of punctuality with respect to timet 
and the want of this is very inconrenient to the per« 
son who fails, and gives trouble to oAers: if you 
follow my adrice, you will find the adrantage hng 
before you are as old as I am. I began to aimrat 
this almost fifty years ago, and I hare sddom, if ecrer^ 
been five minutes behind my time, unless unavoidably 
jirevented, for near fifty years past. 

My letter has been in hand nearly a week ; I have 
been more than once interrupted in the middle of a 
line, so that, when I resmned my pen, I hardly knew 
what I was thinking of .wh^i I laid it down; but, in- 
accurate as it is, I hope you will accept it as a token 
of my love and regard. Give my love to alL The 
Lord bless you all. Amen. 

I am your affectionate cousin, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

34tb Januai7» 1800. 



LETTER LXVIIL 



MY VBBY DEAB J&IENP, 

I PREPARE a line to go by Mi»si K., who was here 
last week, and said she would inform you we were 
well, which prevented our writing. We live so in a 
throng, that we cannot promise to write every fort^ 
night, ais dear C. is almost as much engaged in busi- 
ness as niyself. You may depend upon notice, if any 
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attertttion takes place, and therefore you will take it 
fer granted, that I am still as I was, while you hear 
nothing to the contrary. I hope, likewise, to send by 
her some copies of my annirersaries, which I have 
collected in a litfle book. I know you will accept 
than farouraUy, as a token of my lore and gratitude. 
Some persons hold large estates or privileges by th^ 
tenure of a peppercorn or some such trifle, paid annu- 
ally. lam glad when I can offer a pqypercom by way 
of thanks for your great and long continued kindness 
to me and mine. 

Mr. P. has been with me several times, and I like 
him much. I said what I could to direct his thoughts 
to B., but he seems in suspense. I trust the Lord 
will, in due season, ]ai>Tide for that poor paridi, and 
ftat your labour of love will not be lost. But there 
is a time to pray, and a time to wait. 

I have often talked of learning to write short 
letters ; I believe necessity will be my best teacher. 
I cannot now well write by candle-light, and I have 
less and less writing time in the day. My letter to 

cousin was near a week in hand. I must soon 

be content to meet my friends in spirit, at the throne 
of grace. There I hope we shall have daily intercourse, 
while we remain here. It is equally near to the tub 
in your walk, and to No. 6. Pray for me, that, when 
the time of my dismissal shall arrive, (which I may 
daily expect,) I may be found ready, with my loins 
girded up, and my lamp burning; then, thcmgh I 
should be called away snddeidy, it will not be un* 
awares. It is high time for me to <2t<9 daUy, The 
Lord <mly knows whether. I shall see P., or not, any 
mow. Dr. Watts, in his poetical language, speaks of 
green and flowery mounts in heaven ; if there be such, 
1 hope we shall walk or sit there together, and love 
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and wcButori and saof and pnMe tat mer. Aavm. 
The Laid be with ywt aU. 

latni . 
YoUF ¥ery aiectioaale and oUifped, 
JOHN NBWTON. 

No. 6, 

31st JaDuary, 1800. 



LETTER LXIX. 

MY BEAB SIB, 

PBftfiATS I wafi Bear yon and dear Mh. T^ when 
you walked to the summer«*hoi]se and the tub, thoogk 
you did not see me ; f(»r I am often tbore* I am wdi 
disposed to be there m person, and ao iS' dear C, 
tbmgh there are many intUf and tfsin the way at my 
time of life, and in the present state oS affairB. If 
the Lord pleases that I should come, he wiU make the 
way dear, but it wonid be a poor yiMt, if He diois not 
hring us together. 

Though I lore to bear from yon I was ahnost lonfy 
that yoa wrote so raudi, because I think it must be 
inconyeaient to you^ I likewise mast learn to writa 
short letlcfs, for my eyes greatly fail, aad my tiaie it 
more eogveawd than etc*. 

If Mr* J. and his bride are still with joa, gmroor- 
Wve. Tell them that I pray their anion may be 
blessed of the Lurd. Mm. R/s removal k a lenon 
to others. There is a time to meet, nod a tune to 
part. All thai appears pleasing in this life will soon 
vanish like the remembrance of a dream. Bat happy 
are thajr who die in the Lord, and they who now lire 
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to him will litppHy foUow them soon. Our love to 
Mr. R. ; tell him, I ^ell know how to sympathiie 
with him in his trial, and I know, and I trust he knows 
also, that the all-snffie&Bit Lord will surely support 
those who put their trust in him. He can make up 
erery loss, and proportion our strength to our day. He 
has said h4 wiUf and his promise is sure. Dear C. and 
I have still cause to praise the Lord for good health. 
I can preach' as usual, but I feel that I grow old. 
Should I be permitted to see P. this year, I think it 
must be my last visit, for, if my life should be pro- 
longed, I do not expect to be able to travel. But why 
do I look so forward, when I know not what a day 
may bring forth ? I hope and pray the Lord will give 
you the deshre he put into your heart, ibr the good of 
B. I saw Mr. P. several times, uid he answered the 
idea I had formed of him from his letters to Mr. M. 

YeSy my dear Mr. Cowper is released from all his 
sorrows. He gave no signs of freedom from his de- 
rangement He expressed neither distress nor com- 
fort, when near his departure^ He lay very quiet for 
the last twelve hours, and went away without a »gfa 
or struggle. Oh ! with what a surprise of joy would 
he find himself immediately before the throne, and in 
the presence of his Lord ! All his sorrows left below, 
and essTth exdianged for heaven. 

We join in love to alL May the blessing of the 
Lord rest upon you, and all your connectiotts. Accept 
my thanks fer the second volmne of L^fiwm Viim. 
I am, 
Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON, 

1st May, 1800. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



164 

We were with Mrs. W. on the 21st of March. She 
was then as well as usual. She lived about a fort- 
night afterwards, and expressed a good hope, but I 
did not see her. But I likewise hope and believe 
she passed from death unto life and glory. I ihisk 
she gave evidence of a real saving change. I was 
more and more satisfied of this every time I saw her. 



LETTER LXX. 



MY TBBY, VEBY DEAB FBIENDS, 

I THOUGHT to have waited till I could inform you 
we were at home, but dear C. says you would have 
me write sooner — ^but you will excuse a short letter. 
We had a pleasant drive to Alton, where we toied 
and drank tea with friend W., and were much pleased. 
The Lord led us in peace and safety to Farnham by 
seven in the evening, and we found our friends w^. 
Having* no access to the pulpit there, we came hither 
to dinner on Saturday. I preached twice yesterday 
for Mr. W. 

Surely mercy and goodness have followed us thus 
far. The pleasure I had, and the kindness we received 
at P., will, I hope, long excite my gratitude to you, 
and my prayers and promises to the Lord on your be- 
half I think a day will seldom pass but my spirit 
will skip over the hills to peep at you, and my thoughts 
will sometimes meet, either in the house, the summ^- 
house, or the tub. You will hear from us again before 
long, when your orders are executed. In the mean- 
time accept our repeated love and thanks, &c. 
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May the Lord, according to my text on Friday, 
bless you and yoar's abundantly, and may you be a 
Uessinf^ to many in B., and not there only, but in all 
your connections. I trust you will always think of, 
and pray for us. 

Your very affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Stoke, near Guildford, 
September 16th, 1800. 



LETTER LXXL 



MY DEAB MADAM, 

TfioTTGH I write both to you and to Mr. T., I ad- 
dress my letter to you, because I wish to save him the 
inconvenience of writing a single line upon my ac- 
count, and to you my lettter must be short — I wish I 
coold make it very sweet 

But I know it will please you to hear that the Lord 
brought us in peace and safety to No. 6, on the 17th, 
and we found all well at home. As there was no pul- 
pit tar me at Famham, we went to Stoke on the 
Satorday, where I preached on Sunday forenoon and 
evening, and again on Tuesday evening. On Mon- 
day, Mr. *W. took us to Chobbsun. Mr. Cecil was in 
town, but we saw Mrs. Cecil, and upon the whole she 
thinks he gets better. He has a nice opening there : 
two churches within two miles distant ; the congre- 
gations large, willing, and attentive. Mr. P. drank 
tea with us on Saturday — ^was to be ordained the 
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on Smdaj die Saih. 

The Arst news we heard on our amival, w» Ifae 
deiA of Mr. Patrick. Perhaps y^u did not know iim 
He was a good m^, and a good mhiisterr Ht 
. preadied ftuthftdlj, walked honooraUy, and died 
oottfortably. He was Afternoon Lecturer at Shore- 
ditch, and had an Evening Lectme at St. Bride's; 
both large churdies, and thronged auditories. He is, 
and will be, nmdi missed. His wife was at her 
mother's in Shropshire ; he went to fetch her home, 
but he died there at the age of 55. I went abroad at 
75, and came back alire and hearty. So it has 
pleased the Lord. 

Mr. Newton's works are only to be had in nine 
Tohunes. The bookseller will not sell the six separate. 
Will you please to have them all f 

My eyes are very so-so ; if they beooaie mtich 
worse they will spoil me for a correspondent ; but this 
also will be at the Lord pleases, and I wish to say 
from my heart '^Tliy will be done." I may betfaaidi* 
ful that I have had the use of them so long. Pray for 
me that I may do ukmt I can, and iMk 1 oan ; 
and that I may leave aU fntnre events to the Loati^ 
and live day by day, without anxiety for the to- 
morrow. 

. My mind is often abantyeiir house, Ub, and ahsa^ 
bery, and I trust will continue to be so, while I hhr& 
I hope I shall never forget the pleasant days and 
pleaaant opportunities I have bad with yon, and the 
mmh kindness yon have shown to me and mine. 
May the Lord reward yen with manifold Wessings to 
yourselves, and to all your £Bunily. My heart pn^s 
that the Lord may renew dear Mr. T.'s strength and 
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f^its. Hew thftt the weaAcv gMMs cool^ I hepe lie 
wUI &id huMielf better, and that Iw B^ ca^ageneirts 
vitt«an]«e, mm! enlmn, Juid please him. He is en* 
gtffsdia^i good cause there-^tbe eapse •£ tiie Lovd, 
md the good of seuhu I tnwl ^e Lord will smSbb 
Itfoa im endeaiTOiirf , and give him to vejoice in the 
siiooess of the gospel there. I mS, not repeat m Msi of 
namw, but I repeat out kwe. I an sure we k^e you 
aad jQ\at% and I trust we lo^ all thot love oar Lovd 
ittns. MagF g?ace aad peace be with you and yei^^ 
tEunily^ 

I am, my dear friendf, 
Yeur fery afladionate and mach eUiged, 
JOHN NEWlXMf. 

September 25th, 1800. 



LETTER LXXII. 



nX DEAR MADAM, 

A RBPORT has reached us that dear Mr. T. and 
you are safely returned home. We heard likewise of 
bis alarming iUbess wlnle at Bath, but, at the same 
time heard with pleasure, that he was much recovered. 
It is needless to tell you how much we are interested 
in all that concerns our dear friends at P. 

I faefte lito youfig plantation at B. thrives. My 
heart prays tbaet It may prove a fieid which ^e Lord 
btesses', and Aat Mr. T. will live to rejoice in seeing 
Mmself the bl^y and honoured instrmnent of bring- 
m^ the Kght and power df gospel tnith into a daHk 
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pluce for the good of many. If the Lord aaswert tiM 
desire of his heart, be will think the mcmey it may 
cost him well laid wA. For, to bring those who were 
alar ofi^ nigh,> by the knowledge of the goqpely4indl» 
save souls from death, yea, though it were but em 
soul, is of more importance than to restore tonpoial 
peace and prosperity to Europe. * 

All at No. 6 are pretty well : the air of Co1ii bm mi» 
street and of Hampdiire are mueh the same to me^ 
and, though I grow older, my eyes are better. Mm* 
B. went home last week, and is to be buried tot 
morrow. I therefore write by candle-light, as I shall 
have no time to-morrow, ajid I am not willing te 
defer, because we are rather impatient to hear firom 
you. The Lord bless you and all your's with the best 
blessings, and make you a blessing to many. 
I am, 
Your affectionate and much obligedi 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Evening^ 
27th November, 1800. 



LETTER LXXIIL 



MY DEAR MADAM, 

I CLAIM this side for myself, and shall leave the 
rest for C. to fill up. But I must thank you under mjr 
own hand, and tell you how glad I am, and how 
thankful I vrish to be, that you are siqvported under 
your new and trying charge. When I vms with you, 
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rerj often at P. O. 

O! raadaaiy we want no^iing Vut faith in stronger 
exercise to make im dieerfol and comfortable nnder 
dl the actual and possible changes of this poor lift. 
Have we not a Saviour, a She{Aerd full of compassion 
and tenderness ? If we wifeih for love in a friafid, he 
has shewn love unspeakable; — ^he left his glory, as- 
sumed our nature, and submitted to shame, porerty, 
and death, even the death of the cross, that he 
might save us from sin and misery, and open the 
kingdom of heaven to us, who were once his enemies. 
For he saw and pitied us, when we knew not how to 
pity oiffselves. If we need a powerful friend, Jesus is 
almighty : our help is in him who made heaven and 
earth, who raises the dead, and hushes the tempest 
and raging waves into a cahn with a word. If we 
need a present friend, a help at hand in the hour of 
trouble, Jesus is always near, about our path by day, 
and our bed by night ; nearer than the light by whidi 
we see, or the air we breathe ; nearer than we are to 
ourselves ; so that not a thought, a sigh, or a tear, 
escapes his notice. Since then his love and his wis- 
dom are infinite, and he has already done so much for 
us, shall we Qot trust him to the end 1 His raerdea 
are countless as the sands, and hereafter we shall see 
cause to count our trials among our chief mercies. H« 
sees there is a need-be for them, or we should not 
have them, and he has pnmiised to make all work to- 
gether for our final good. 

For want of time I am writing by candle-light, 
which my eye3 do not much like; but they submit to it, 
because I am writmg to yott; yet they hint that I must 
no^vr demst and leate the reiit to C. May Uie Lord 
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bless you all, with all desirable blessings, tempotal 
and spiritual. So prays now and often, 

Your most affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

*6th December, 1800. 
Think of me on the 15th. 



LETTER LXXIV. 

MY DEAB FBIENDS, 

I iiM hungry for a letter from dear P. G., but I 
must first earn it by writing to you. Mine, however, 
must be short on account of my eyes. Mr. L. brought 
me good news, that your family, roots, branches, and 
little twigs, are as well as I could expect, for which I 
desire to be thankful. I love you all very dearly— 
indeed, if I did not, my heart must be a heart of stone. 
I am daily praying for grace, that I may wait the 
Lord's leisure for my dear C.'s relief with faith, 
patience, and humble submission. His hour is not 
yet come, but he is a hearer of prayer, and his delays 
are not denials. 

Last night I preached from Job iii. 1-— 8. He 
opened his mouth and cursed the day of his bixth. 
His losses and afflictions would not have made him 
speak thus, had not the Lord permitted Satan to assault 
him with no other limitation than not to take his life. 
When thus left to himself under the enemy's power, 
the evils of his heart broke out in bitter and rash com- 
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faints. T%e same erils are in mj heart, and a simi- 
lar change of circumstances would soon produce the 
like effects. But, blessed be the Lord, he does not 
permit Satan to rage so violently against me. Job's 
case, however, may teach us how precarious outward 
{HTosperity is. Let us piray that we may be watchful, 
and not lean too hard upon creature comforts, for we 
know not what a day may bring forth. But the same 
almighty, all-sufficient, compassionate Friend who sup- 
ported Job, is with us also. The Lord knows our 
frame, and remembers we are but dust. He will 
either lay no more upon us than he sees we can bear ; 
or, if his wisdom sees fit to increase our burden, he 
will likewise give us increase of strength according to 
our day. 

And now, as our great High Priest upon the throne, 
he has an experimental sympathy with his children. 
He knows what sore temptations mean, for he has felt 
the same. He pitied Job, and bore with him; he 
pities and will b^ with' us. It is well for us that his 
^latience and mercy are higher than the heavens. He 
not only brought Job through all his troubles, but 
justified him from the unkind suspicions of his friends ; 
did not even mention his former rash wishes, but made 
Us latter end better than his beginning. Then, I sup- 
pose, Job did not rue the day of his birth. Lord, ena- 
ble us to resign ourselves and our all into thy hands ; 
since thou invitest us to cast all our care upon thee, 
and do^ assure us that thou careth for us ! May we 
make thy word th^ ground of our hope, the rule of our 
conduct/ and thy holy will the measure of our desires, 
and wait vrith faith,' hope, and humble submission, for 
the a|[>pointed hour when thou wilt call us to our 
heavenly home ! With this prospect in view, we may 
bless the Lord for oUr natural birth; since we have 
I 2 
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Uved to be bora agdii from aboite, ani bate tbnwbf 
a taste (Aofigb, alaa, ibint) £m^ 'tti» wcHsdup «Bd oo»r 
pany brfove tke tbrene ef gkvy. Wben bU our sibb 
and sorrows ave left below, and earlk it oTfhaageJ 
fcr heaTon, wbai a blessed exdiaage wiH- thai heh^ 
I tbaak the I>rd my bealtb w goed, thoii§^ m ^sag 
VHh year, and ondOT * gv^at and beartfeK tni^ 
I often preach in poblict and from bonse to^boosei aim 
or seven times a week. I am a wetnder to aiamy^ and 
oaght to be eiill more so to mgrssUV^l Tim. i. 15% 

I am sitting by a good fire. Tkt lignum«vilfB^ net 
only wanns my fingptrs' ends, bat, as coming ffom.ye«, 
it warms ny heart with gratitade. May the' Lord re* 
ward you and year's, i eoaanendyout^ tiie eave and 
blessing of our gracious Saviour, and remain 

Your afibctianaiteaiid obliged^ 

toim NBWToer, 

M Not. 1801. 



LETTBll LXXV. 

r- 

IKY BE^ML MADiAfllt 

Iv my eyes were bettor you veaU b^iv-ofteaer finm 
met but I can scdrcdy see to write ati all, bni&ipesy 
little at a time, and thett I canaot^ w^ read- wbal 1 
luvire written. My heart is> often at P. 6., bat a^ ps»- 
•entit isnotpracticaUetoTiskymL If theLonliees 
fit to restore my dear C, he will indulge my desim. 
He will do aft things well in the final effmt, 'fo him 
I commit our eause. 

How true ia o«r Iioidi» aplioiiam^ mOmI of tim 

I 
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lliiliAliiee of llMiliii^ Ike nMiHb qpeidLtUk" I tetSt 
Wf ^aaitti If too BMeh Idkeii i^ ivilh mj owa pelt^ 
tMKsenuk At mnA m time as tUei, when sin and 
mkmy m graally aboond^ wken tlie laws and the 
fOt^ rfOod afe dei{Med) and nndlitades are nnk*> 
ti% ifttd dafkneis and deiMnMitimi wilfa the liglrt ft 
ImA Ah^f aixlniid Aeniy il beeemet toe to be mm 
jIMdeas ftm* ^ gkry ef €Npd, i&o^ teiderly ceifoeroed 
fbr the avuta ef iM». Bat I am a ]ioer ereatmra > I 
am dnily leaamitig thai without him I can do nothing. 
The Lord btaBB yab all, and make yoa bksaiiigs lo 
mmy. Lm^lo dm G/s, amd to all ia &, P., &c« 

Lei us dmer np; Jehovah ia oar Shepherd and our 
"SiTkmr. Hat triali will retom no mote; and he 
who brought us throngh them will help ns throui^ 
what itay be b^oire m. Vor in all oar changes he 
remains mdmngeaUe'^" the same yesterday, to-day, 
aadforerer/' His arm is not shortened, mw his ear 
heavy. Titne is short. We are drawing neaier 
home daily ; and a heAvenly eteriMd hoiae will make 
ftU amends for the troubles by the wliy— 2 Oor. iv. 17. 
I am, 
Y(mr tamt affeetiotete «ad obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

IM Itay, IIM. 



LETTER LXXVL 



WH, Aat iSv Idl iti our house who hn0# you, a^^ 
plitbtee With our dear jfrieads at P. Q. in whiu th^y 
Urast ft^ fof Awt Aebeooa's illness ; imd imw that 
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Mrs. J. is at S, I can get no inteUigenca Bai lAj 
d^ar friends know that the Lord has an abscAule rig^ 
to dispose of all his cieatnres — ^that as sinners we ca* 
have no right ; and, if believing pardoned sinners, no 
reason to com|dain. I trust you have, and will have 
comfortable evidence, that she is one who has fledr for 
refuge to the hope set before u»— 4o Jesus the all-^suH^ 
cient Saviour, the Redeemer, who left his ^ry, and 
assumed our nature, that, by his obedience unto death 
he might pay our debts, and make atonement for our 
sins by his own blood. When he was upon eartfa; 
God was manifested in the flesh, and he has taken 
am nature with him into his heavenly kingdom, and 
reigns^ and will reign in it, over all, God Messed for 
ever* ^ 

RebetKsa has had every advantage of instruction 
and example : she is a child of many prayers ; and I 
tmst^ber illness is sanctified to give her nearer, 
deeper, and more interesting views of the tmlhs 
which she learned while in health. Low as she is 
brought the Lord can raise her with a word, and he 
will, if it be for his glory, and her and your best com- 
fort and' ^benefit. If he appoints otherwise, he can 
make, het^ l^t days* her best days, and enable you 
cheerfully to resign her to him. The time is short, 
and we hope to follow her to a better world, where 
there will be no more sin, or sorrow, or painful sepa- 
ration. You know also that the sovereignty of God 
towards his people is not arbitrary, but connected 
with a wisdom which can make no mistakes, and a love 
which can give no unnecessary pain to those for whom 
he died upon the cross. If we are in heaviness, there 
is a need'be for it, and it is but for a season ; his 
thoughts and ways are high above our's, and what we 
kh6w not now, we shall know hereafter. Even now 
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ve maj be sure he does all things well. May his 
gracious presence be with yon, and then you will be 
able to rejoice, even in tribulation. 

My dearest child came home on Saturday last, and 
I have much to praise the Lord for on her account. 
A stranger would be ready to pronounce her quite 
well; bat still a something hangs about her which 
only the power of God can remove. For this I pray ; 
for this I wait. Our help is in the Lord who made 
heaven and earth — in him who raiseth the dead. 
But his time must be best. Though he cause grief, 
he will have conqpassion, for he delighteth in mercy. 
The rest of our family are well. My health is fim. 
Brother K. has probably told you that I am not 
much altered in the pulpit. Inde^, I never preached 
more frequently than since my trial ; and I seem still 
heard with acceptance, and I trust the Lord favours us 
with his presence and blessing. Ob* help me to 
praise him ! I am a wonder to many and to myself. 

I hope and earnestly request that my dear Miss T., 
or some one of your family, will favour us with a 
letter soon. Continue to pray for us, and believe that 
I always feel myself. 

Your most affectionate and grateful, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

29th July. 1802. 
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LETTEH LXXVII. 



MY DBAB MADAM. 

Mt fHend John's letter came proyidentiaDj, aa we 
lay, in the rery nick of time : for I had engaged a 
dialse for Staines, and, if my dear child coidd bear 
the joimiey, we should have proceeded to P. But the 
Lord had otherwise appointed. The way of man Is 
not ^f hknsdf. Perhaps he may have some service 
for me elsewhere. I must now give np the hopes I 
kid entertained of seeing P. G. once more. But I 
hope I nev^r shall forget the kindness I have there 
receive, and the pleasure I have there enjoyed. I 
have likewise there had painful hours in sympathising 
wiA toy late dear Mary and dear Eliza Cunninghain. 
Oh, if the trees in Mr. J.'s wood could speak, they 
might bear witness to my joys and my sorrows. The 
Lord rewwd you and dear Mr. T. for all your repeated 
kindness to me and mine, and bless every branch and 
twig of your family. I rejoice in dear Rebecca's 
amendment. May she live (if the Lord please) to be 
a great honour and comfort to her parents. My love 
to all friends. I can scarcely see what I have written. 
May grace and peace be with you all. Pray for us. 
I trust we shall meet in a better world. While I live 
here, I shall always (I hope) feel myself, 

Your affectionate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON, 

Sept. 0,1802. 
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LETTER UIXVIII- 



MY DBAR MADAM, 

Though tb^ event provei that it wm not the 
Lord's will that I sfaodd see my dei^r friends at P. at 
present^ mj heart is daily with you, and I have n<» 
doubt but you are wilUng I should tell ydu hoW ahd 
where we are. 

I was advised to take my dcsaf child to breathe a 
little sea air, and I was led to choose this place tti 
more qmet and free from bustle than BrightheU-' 
Btoueiy Margin, fcc. ^. ; so far mj vtews are an* 
Bwered. She bore the journey very well, and we 
found kind friends at BiUericay, through which we 
passed. Here indeed we are quite strangers ; but^ as 
I aimed to commit my ways to the Lord^ and to seek 
his direction by prayer, (for the wav of man is not in 
himself, it is not in man that walaeth to direct his 
own steps,) I humbly hope that he prevented me fi^Mn 
going into Hampshire, because he had something (6 
do for me, or by me, in places which I had nevar 
seen. His I am, and Him I trust I desire to serve ; 
to follow the leadings of his wise and holy Providence 
simply, without asking questions, and to hold my own 
wiirii^ subordination and subserviency to his, accord- 
ing td the pafttem he has left us, that we shoidd tread 
in his footsteps. Oh, when we think of Gethsemane, 
how can we hesitate to say, '* Not my will, but thine 
be done." 

I have wxxh to praise the Lord for in behalf of my 
dear child. She is . as active, attentive, bttnevelent^ 
I 5 
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and affectionate, as you ever knew her. He has done 
much for us, and I look to him to do more ; for, with 
regard to her own personal feelings, she is far from 
being quite well. I hare ground to hope that the 
support the Lord has given me has caused many to 
praise him on my account, and others to trust him 
under the pressure or prospect of their own trials. 
Now, if any thing I can do or suf^ may promote 
his glory or the good of my fellow-creatures, ought 
I not to he willing ? Is not He the Lord my God, 
who brought me out of the wickedness and misery of 
my African bondage to preach that gospel whidi I 
once renounced and blasphemed ? Oh ! the power of 
that biood which could wash away such guilt, and of 
that grace which could, in a measure, change snA 
obstinate habits as mine ! Yes, it has pleased lum to 
set me forth as a pattern of his long-suffering and 
patience to other chief sinners, that none may despair 
•when they see me. 

Farther, he has hitherto given me strength ac* 
cording to my day. My trial has been sharp, but I 
am supported to this day ; and am still upheld in my 
public service, though in my 78th year. Oh, my deacr 
friends, continue to pray and praise for us, and en- 
gage the help of all around you who have access to 
the throne of grace. 

Thus let us often meet upon earth— <and ere long 
we hope to meet in heaven : there Jesus the. fore* 
Tunner waits to welcome travellers home. The tniie 
is short, and shortening every hour. The Lord bless 
you all. 

I am. 
Your affectionate and obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

r . South-End, Essex, 
18th Sept 1802. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 



MY VERY DEAR MADAM, 

Though absent in the flesh, I am often present in 
spirit at P. G. The aocoimt Mr. Serle gave me of 
the depression of dear Mr. T.'s spirits excited my 
sympathy and concern. But I know he is in the safe 
and sure keeping of our gracious Lord — and I am 
thankfiil, that, under all his decays and infirmities, his 
mind is at peace through faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. I rejoice likewise in the Lord's goodness to 
you; that, in this time of your need and exercise, he 
gives you strength and spirits according; to your day. 
Oh, what a mercy to have them for our refuge and 
support in the time of trouble ! and a well-grounded 
hope that we shall ere long be out of the reach of sin 
and sorrow for ever I 

I wrote to you firom South-End, from whence we 
returned the first of this month. Our stay there, and 
our whole journey was as well as the case would 
admit. We had ^ne weather, safety upon the road, 
and found kind friends wherever we stopped. And 
my dear child travelled better than I could have ex- 
pected. Improper treatment in the beginning of her 
illness has caused a very trying complaint. I feel 
much for her, but have great cause to praise the Lord 
that she is again my pleasant affectionate companion 
and counsellor. The Lord still favours me with good 
health ; my BfintH also are pretty good, and, though 
my recollection is as weak as my eyes, I am still 
enabled to preach, and am seldom much at a 
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when in the pulpit. My church is crowded, the au- 
ditory peaceM and attentive, and I have a good hope 
that the Lord owns his word from my unworthy lips. 
Thus, though my trial is still great, I have much to 
praise the Lord for. It is some additional trial liiat 
I cannot fill up my hours by writing and reading as 
formerly, and my hcKArtg h tCfcr dull for me to join in 
oomnioB eontarsatidn. But many persdM ure iKnm 
blind or deaf; wheteai, wi w wdi y I had the «b0 feofii 
of eyes and ettrs for seventy-ser^n years. 

We ai*e beginning ta Warm oursehes ^fi* yam 
Ugnuni-vit», of which we have at present a pfetty 
geodstoekleft; but^ if convenienft, I shoM Ve ^ad of 
a supply before the Winter H iM'ef . ThcMrgh I hate 
no probable hope ct mebng P. again, I trast 'tibat 
neiUier absence nor distanee will abater itiry regard 
for you or yo«ii*'8, or my sensie of eMigailoit Ibi* ytMr 
great and long kindnest. We hav^ tieC si6ett Iffrs. J., 
sot that I hare not heard if deair Rebecea ; bat 1 can 
and do pray for her. I tneit thai whether she tttm 
or dies, she is the Lord's. My love t6 all IMends. 
I ati, my dMr madiiM, 

Your afflBCtionale and ebligetf, 

JOHN KEWTON. 

otkOct>iaos. 



LETTER LXXX. 

MY T£&Y D^lAXt MAI^Ali, 

I WAa not mffpttoed act thai part of nty ecvuiin's 
letter, in which sbe desired 1 wi^uM attempt fo offer 
you a word of consolation y because I am persuaded 
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Ibe Lotfd loves yen-, and, if so, I am trare Satan owes 
you a grudge, and will do all he is penaitted to do 
to ^stress yo«. He is dtways ready to fish, as we 
mkjf m troubled waters^ and to assault believers when 
ander the pressure of great trials ; but he is a con- 
•qtered enemy , aad -^amiot go an inA beyond the 
length ef Us dais. The Loud Jesus sets bounds to 
Ub lagOt And says, as to the stormy sea, ^^ Hitherto 
Shalt tbsii eone, aad no farther;'' nor would he per- 
nit him to go so far^ if it were not his purpose to 
raske all things to work together fmr our good. 

I doubt not, but the anxious thoughts you hate 
about dear Mr. T., and Us not being able to say all 
yoo wish, are from this quarter, and are not properly 
your own. Does he not tell you,: that he is hi^y 
and in peace, and what, need we desire more 1 Be- 
sides, if he had died years ago suddenly, by an e^po^ * 
^ttxy, or a iash of Ugbtning, I believe no competent 
jadge, who knew his real character, and his love to 
tke word, ordinances, waysy and people of God ; Ihs 
eenmstent eosdoct, his abundant benetdlence, and his 
dteinterested and unwearied endeavours to promote 
the knowledge of the gospel, and the good of souls ; I 
■ijy none who knew bim would doabt^ that, if h6 had 
died suddenly, without speaking a word,* he was sud- 



^ The lost less iUncis of Mr. T. wtA borse with the rettgntaM 
of a true Ciffietitn y bn ph^sicMm lo^ed tifm hittt with inrpikt, 
tad Mod, " I nevetf amw grestei pwlieBM a&d aoqtiiesceftce ; theit it 
a fine strong constitution, which dens »oC ea^ly yield to m decay pf^ 
daced by mental exertion." When s^feed a day or two hekue his 
death, " Are you happy V be rsftied, " Ye^" and iii broken aceenM, 
" I know in whom I have believed," &Ck He was lofost grateftil 
for every allemtioD; one day, when kid down afifesh, be said, " I 
^tuukl yoQ for this refreshment ;" when » part of the 41st Psakb w» 
quoted : "Thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness/' " Is not this 
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denly remoTed into the p^sence of the Lord, whom 
he loved and served upon eardi. 

For my own part, when I consider the nature, 
magnitude, and intricacy of his business; the weight 
that must be upon his mind in contriving and improv- 
ing his machinery ; his extensive engagements in all 
the dock-yards; His fidelity in discovering and putting 
a stop to many abuses in the yards ; and that, in the 
midst of all his concerns, when he occasionally met 
with a Christian friend, he could throw all aside, and 
converse on the great things of God, as if he had 
nothing else upon his mind — I am ready to pronounce 
him not only a true Christian, but one of the most 
eminent in our land. We think of all at P. G. con- 



promise fulfilled to youV* he looked up with a sweet smile, "yes." 
A short time before he grew worse, he was informed that govern- 
ment would not rentw, or had taken away his contract for manu- 
facturing blocks for all the dock-yards, and that they were erecting 
their own machinery for that purpose, he said, " If I thought it would 
be for the good of my country, I would hold up both my hands for 
it.*' *' But what shall we do as a family ; it will greatly decrease our 
income!*' He answered, "do? why be bumble and thankful.*' "But 
we must move into your smaller house, (about a quarter of a mile 
distant,) and there is no chapel.*' " We will build one then." But 
he was not permitted to know any change, as his vndow and family 
did not remove till after his interment The room which was devoted 
to his remains for the time, was frequently visited by his detsfif 
mourning relatives, who would often stand by the co£Sn, and, while . 
weeping for themselves, rejoice over the emancipated happy spirit 
His pious widow, who ever delighted in promotmg good with her hus- 
band, built a commodious neat chapel adjoining the smaller house 
to which she retired, where, as long as she remained, the gospel of 
peace was preached to the poor around. 

Since writing this note, supplied by fond remembrance, I have re- 
jforred to Mr. T.'s funeral sermon, and find I am correct as to his las| 
ipoments ; but it is a very faint sketch of the account given in that 
sermon : entitled. The humble confidence of the dying believer ; 
preached by the Rev. Wm. Kingsbury, of Southampton, May 8, 1803. 
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tinoaUj, and remanber you all in crar daily prayers. 
I trust i9e shall meet again in a bett^ world. 
I am, my dear madam, 

Your affectionate and much obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
28th April, 1803. 



LETTER LXXXL 

MY VEBY DEAa FBIEND, 

There is seldom a day, or half a day, when I am 
not with you in spirit, though my many engagements, 
and the weakness of my eyes, have prevented my wri* 
ting. I should be glad to send you a letter every 
week, and even that would be but a small testimony 
of my gratitude. But I am now in my 79th year, 
and cannot do as 1 used or as I would. Through 
mercy my health is remarkably good, but I have a 
d^ression on my natural spirits, arising partly from 
old age, and piurtly from the dark prospect of the 
times, which ornkes me somewhat like Barzillai, (who 
was not two years older,) unable to find much relish 
in my many temporal blessings. I would praise the 
Lord for the strength and support he afforded you, 
under your late great trials It is, indeed, a great 
trial, to part with our dearest friends at any time i 
our gracious Lord did not reprove Mary and Martha 
for weeing when their brother died, but condescended 
to drop a tear of sympathy with them. He still sym- 
pathizes with his people, for he was once a man of 
sorrows for our sakes, see Heb. iv. 15, 16. However, 
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when the Lord hm dedaMd hii wiU Iby tht •vinl, it 
does not beoome its to tndidge pni, which is oft^ 
hurtful to health, and to our pemtm of riUnd» We 
should rather aim to ptaise the Lord for continuing 
our friendfi to ut so long, than allow one repining 
thought for their leaving us, especially when we IbN 
low them in our thoughts, and see them by the eye i^ 
faith before the throne, and have a good hope, thai 
we, in a short time, shall rejoin them to part no mose 
for ever. The Lord help you to find comfort in re- 
flecting what a husband he was^ and how long he was 
spared to you ; what a blessing he was, not only to 
you and your children, but a public blessing to many 
in different parts of the kingdoitt $ what a eharader he 
has left, and bow many (more thMi you wSl ^er 
know) are now weqping lor his removal ! Ob, hew it 
would gladden my heart soiA my dear ^hild'Sj (Who 
joins in lov^ to you and in grayer fo# y(m atnd your's,) 
to see yon once more. I hope Ihe Lord will toable yo« 
and make you willing, in hisf oWA best iiiie^ to coite 
to London. Bat, if I am to be so indulged, you nlusi 
eome soon, for i may Well Mry widi Isaae, '^ Bdhdd I 
am old and know not the day of my deadi." He aho 
was blind, and I am almost so. It is with great diffi-* 
Ciity, and at many kit^rvaky that I hove written thus 
* itadi, tad I eanndt now clearly see the ^ of mj^ 
peA. Bitt I coidd wrke, because it is to you. My 
dear (^ild, though not yet p^eetly w€dl in health, ia 
io far restored as to b^ a great comfort to me. "Wliat 
cawie h»re 1 to praise Ihe Lord for his goodness iil 
supporting us ift the dork^t pari of oar greal trU^ 
Sud for the mercifol mitigations With which he nvW 
fktronrs us. He, wfao^ has done so much, oait,.and WMl 
ki his own good time, do the rest. He^hath delivered, 
he ckyth deliver, and in him I trust that be vritt de« 
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1/iifet m. I tan tcAl tsihen what f;ood reasonfl his peo- 
^eha^ 16 aocjuiesee In his dispensnttons, bat alas ! 1 
am a peer «F«atiif6, and I often find it hajfd to practise 
mf own lessons. We join in lore to all your c^dren, 
iyid to aH who love the Lord Jesus Christ. May the 
LoM our Saviottr give yon peaoe always^ and by aH 
means ki himself. We can expect it only in and from 
Mn. Ottt life here is a state of conflict and warfare. 
But Ae time is short and the end is sure. We hopo 
at last to be more than conquerors, through him who 
hath loved us. 

I am, my dear madam, 
Your very affectionate and mndi obliged, 
JOHN WEWTON. 

18tii Aug., 1860. 



LETTER LXXXIL 

MY VERY, VEBY BEAB MADAM, 

My eyes will not bear much writing, but I must 
thank }rou for your late obliging letter. The Lord 
has done much for you, but your late trial is still felt. 
You mourn, but you do not murmur. Your spirits are 
weak, but I hope a little more time and prater will 
restore them. I still wish you to come to London. 
Perhaps the journey, by the Lord's blessing, might 
have a diferent effect from what yon expect, and tha 
sight of old places might remind you of old mercies. 
But you are in the best hands, and I leave you with 
hitn who loves you, and will make all things work for 
your final benefit. 
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The short talk I had wMi your dear son ga?e me 
much pleasure. I trust the Lord has his heart. Ob, 
I hope and pray that all your children may be taught 
of the Lord, and be found at his right hand with their 
parents, on the great day of his appearance. I send 
much love to ^ear cousin S., and to all the preachers 
and hearers at P. 

As to.the question you propose, I refer yon to the 
words of the Apostle, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. He wrote by 
inspiration, and says, '^ Then shall I know, even as 
also I am known." I enquire no farther ; I belieye 
there is nothing but the t^I of flesh and blood be- 
tween us and them. They see and know us now, and 
the moment we are absent from the body, we shall be 
in the midst of them. The Lord bless you. My eyes 
positively say I must leave off. 
I am. 

Your very affectionate, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

April 30th, 1804. 



LETTER LXXXIII. 



MY DEAR MADAM, 

We are thankful to find you are recovered from 
your illness. I believe it lawful to apply to Dr. A. or 
Dr. B. as we see occasion, but the Lord is the only 
physician : without him all means fail, and he, when- 
ever he pleases, can cure with or without means, by 
the word of his power. If he speak, it is done. I 
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think, as you in;, the befit symptom of approaching 
health is, when our minds are bowed to his will, and 
we have recuson to hope that the affliction has answered 
the end for which he sent it. For, as he does not 
afflict wit|io«it a need-be, neither will he permit a trkd 
to continue lou^r than necessary* i account it a 
pleasure and an honour, if I can, at any time, drop a 
word upon paper, which, by his blessing, affords you 
any satisfaction. May the few hasty lines I can now 
write have this effect ! 

If I lived near you I should rejoice to be favoured 
with your confidence, and I hope I should not abuse it. 
I trust I can feel for my friends, and have sympathy 
with them in all their exercises. But you remind your- 
self of a better Friend, much nearer and more compas** 
sionate than any fellow-creature can be. His pity is 
not like our's, helpless and unavailing, but connected 
with power, fully able to relieve in the severest cases. 
To him likewise we can venture to tell alL There is, 
perhaps, something we cannot impart to the dearest 
friend, but to Him, (with the atonement in view) we 
may open ourselves exactly as we are, and may re- 
joice, notwithstanding our vileness, that not a single 
thought can or need be hidden from him. Our very 
sins, however displeasing to him in their own nature, 
are part of that disease which he has graciously 
undertaken to remove. 

We shall rejoice to see you in London, but I hope 
your next visit will not be for medical advice, but to 
give your friends the pleasure of your company. 
However, should sudi help be wanted, we have good 

warrant to reoomn^nd Dr. to those whom we 

love. Some cases vnll yield more speedily and cer- 
tainly to the treatment: in others, and according to the 
nature of the complaint, he prescribes medicines ; and, 
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In Ae kiMr waj «l a phrjnildaii, I kiveftUgkoplitkHi 
of hk jttdgmetit ; md I «an confide in hhn ^e mofe, 
firooi Mieving; him lo be li K^Ay man, wli6 mite» 
pt^j^ uriA all hh manttgenfent. It should seem that 
1f*1iere et&tj thing ebe is equal, tbejr "tfba acknow** 
ledge the Lord and defiend upon him for a Uesding, 
auft most likelj to be crowned with success. 

I mast kare the rest of die paper to Mn. Ncwladf; 
my time is expired, and t know she has something to 
say. Whatever she can say of love and gratitude to 
Mr. T., and yott and yottf fiunily, I ftdly subscribe to 
befone^hand. 



Without ^bteflvngoatwe, sttfypoted to b« written mbout the year 
I788orl7a0. 
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TWO LETTERS 

,' . • TO • 

THE HON. AND REV. W. B. O. 

IN THE YEAR 1782. 



LETTER LXXXIV* 

HY DBAE 81B» 

Youn kind leeeption of ma would be nifficieuty ui*> 
dependent of my groal regftid Cor Mrs. T.^ to make me 
i^iee in an qp^MurtDnity of yisiting yon agein. I 
IbfUtLyom howe^r, fef renewing yonn obliging invi- 
tution.. l^Qltn kone^y any, incUnolion baft not been 
vantis^, weid, cpuld I bai^ tmaapevted myself witft a 
^b) yon weald bave mw me again. Tbere is no 
plaee wbete I could tlnnk of spending a few days wUb 
liore pleaance tiban al Beading. But, iboi^b I have 
Htemi agreeable oonnacticms in ttie Qoantry, I am 
iom^ow precjluded from tb^n all, and« if I bad lime 
i» yisil one, and bulone, I sboidd p^hape be undec a 
diHicidly tnA^rmnie lo wldeb I oould glTe the pre- 
ftaonee, witboni aiq^earing nnpateful to the rest 
Tbeve are eeasnna, perbaps^ wby I ougbt lo give soma 
prQfarciii^e la the paepta aM«g whom I laboured so 
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long at Obey; but I haTe not been able to see them 
this year, and I usually make them a sort of plea to 
excuse myself to other friends, who have a right to 
expect that I should not slight their kindness. 

Mrs. Newton and I have lived together almost 
thirty-three years. I may borrow Pliny's reason fw 
being unvrilling to leave his wife ; " In causd amor pri- 
mwm deeMe^ qtufd nan consmvimua tibesse.*' On the 
other hand, she is often indisposed, and cannot travel 
with me so conveniently as she once did. Possibly 
this would not be a just and sufficient excuse for my 
staying always at home, if the Lord's will and service 
seemed to call me abroad ; but I am ready to acknow- 
ledge it now, as a proper and necessary restraint from 
rambling, for my duty seems to be at home; but, 
should I live to fbel the warmth of Summer suns again, 
I will watch the motion of the cloud and pillar of fire, 
in hopes that they may lead me to R. Without some 
concurring circumstances to intimate tlJat the Lord 
opens my way, I cannot move with liberty. I i^jdi^ 
in the Lord's goodness to the town of R., and cdA*' 
gratulaie you that he has conferred on you an honoti^ 
which I am persuaded you esteem a far greaK^r tbikii 
any you can derive from fiuttily^-^e hi^ honbm* 
of being his servant in the gospel. He has like^wi^ 
given you a wisdom far supeHor to what bears thttt 
name among men, for he has made you ''^vriSe to "win 
souls." There is a great diversity of cases amctegst 
Ms people, but they all, (and perhaps they all e<pially) 
illustrate the power of his grace, and the riches of hk 
mercy. What a difference between youi* call and 
mine ! I, thoughlong a ringleader in blasph^ny and 
wickedness, was spared ; and, thou^ banii^ed ihto life 
wflds of Africa, where I was the sport, yea, the pity 
of slaves, I was, by a aeriea of prov^ticcfs, IHtle less 
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than miraculously recovered from that house of bond' 
age, and at length appointed to preach the faith I had 
long laboured to destroy. Possibly the annals of the 
church will not furnish an instance in all respects 
parallel. But your case is likewise singular: your 
birth, early habits, connections, prospects in life, and 
I suppose your character also, were such bars in the 
way of your happiness and usefulness, as nothing less 
than the power of God could break through. I sup- 
pose you are the only person in the kingdom so closely 
related to a noble family, who is able or willing to 
preach the gospel of Christ, and to glory in the cross 
of our Lord ; thus that line, 

" Oh! to grace how great a debtor," 

is applicable to us both, and you, as well as I, can de- 
clare not merely from hearsay, but from experience, 
that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is exceedingly 
abundant. In one respect I ought to be more affected 
with a sense of this grace, than you can be upon the 
same ground. I have been longer in the way than 
you ; I cannot exactly ascertain the time when I first 
saw so much of the gospel as to enable me to venture 
myself upon it for salvation, but I think it is more than 
thirty years since. Oh, sir, in the course of these 
years, what useful proofs I have had, and have given, 
of the deceitfulness and vileness of my heart. What 
wretched returns of my ingratitude and perverseness 
I have made for mercies received, is known only to 
Him who has borne with me. Much of this dark part 
of my story I have forgotten, but I remember enough 
to fill me with shame. It is true that, as to my out- 
ward profession, I have been preserved from making 
any considerable blots ; but this enhances the wonder 
and the mercy, for I am conscious to myself of hair^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



breadth escapes from such entanglements, as mif^ 
and would without the Lord's interposition, ha¥e is-* 
sued in final apostacy ; and, in this spaee of time, how 
many whom I had reason to esteem better than my** 
self have I s^n fall, (some I fear to rise no mctfe,) 
while I am still left to speak of his mercy ! I burd 
Sfeen enough to remind me of the difference of siting 
out, and holding out to the end, and to warn me Ihat 
we can have no security from gifts, labours, serviees^ 
or sufferings, from dear views, or past expmenoes; 
but that, from first to last, our only safety is in the 
power, compassion, and faithfulness of our greait Re- 
deemer. 

That the Lord may daily add to yo\ir comfort and 
success, may make you as a weU watered garden in 
your own soul, and a never failing spring to convey 
the water of life to multitudes, is my sincere prayer. 

An hour of leisure which I cannot always command, 
and the pleasure I feel in writing to you, have insen*- 
sibly drawn me beyond the usual bounds of a first 
letter, but I shall enlarge no further than to offer my 
respects and Mrs. Newton's. 

Your much obliged and afibctionate servant, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Hozton, 
Not. 5th, 1782. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

MY DBAR SIR, 

Now the road of correspondence is opened between 
ns, how should I pester you with letters, were my 
leisure proportioned to my inclination; but the thr«ng 
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ofenlgagemeiits around me, will, in a good measure, 
secure you from my im{K)rtunity. I am even afraid 
that if I should put your letter in the drawer where 
my letters are usually confined till I have answered 
them, so much time might slip.iiway before I could re- 
lease it, that you would suspect I did not duly prize it, 
and therefore I enjoin myself to thank you for it im- 
niediately, that my acknowledgments may be ready 
to travel to R. with my dear friend Mr. B. on Tuesday 
nexL It was with much concern that I heard of 
your illness. The importance and seasonableness of 
your visitation I could learn only from yourself. 
Every day almost I meet with new occasions of 
adiniring the wisdom, care, and faithfulness of our 
great Shepherd, intimating and adjusting his dispen- 
sations exactly to our need and state. When the 
enemy is spreading a snare for our feet, when our de- 
ceitM hearts are beginning to start aside, when we 
hlive perhaps actually taken some steps in that path, 
whidi, if persisted in, might terminate in apostacy» 
oh! then, how gracious, how seasonable, how salutary, 
are tiiose tokens of love (called afflictions in the 
language of mortals) which he sends to hreak the 
snare, to check our progress, and to recall our wan- 
dering feet into the path of duty and peace I How 
many turns of my life can I recollect, of which, 
tfaoogh at the time they were not joyous, but grievous, 
I may now say, " Nisi periissem, periissem,'* I 
rejoice to think that you were delivered before I 
knew your danger: could I have known how it was 
with you, my concern and anxiety would have been 
great. What the Lord appeared to have done for 
you, and by you, had given you a near place in my 
heart, and nothing appears to me so awful as a minis- 
try "who, having given for a time proofs of a zeal for 
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God, and love for fM>ub, afternranb deeUnes, and dies 
away from tbe good ooase. Oil ! my dear eir, ^nof^ 
we not, and by (ke grace of isrod shall we not iVisk It 
vastly more desirable la be Tisited with all the afti^ 
ttons of Job, to be stoned to deatii, or to be buried ahre, 
rather than to be kf t k) such a conduct as migfatstunUe 
the weak, and encourage die wicked ? I may oongrar 
tulate you i^n your dkiger likewise, now it is ha]^7 
over. Perhaps the Lord saw that such an experienee 
was no more than needfol to preserve yon from odwr 
dangers to which your situation, talents, and servion 
might expose you. Whatever we seem to be im the 
eyes of man, we are nothing in his sight fiurther tium 
we are humbled and abased in our own. It reqniwB 
much discipline to ke^ pride down in ns, -even eoan* 
dered only as Christians ; more as imnisters ; still mme 
as ministers conspicuous for abilities and usefnlfiess; 
and, when the appendages of family and affluence aore 
added, the temptations to self-impcntenoe are stili in- 
creased. Such persons will have many adauverSy 
many friends, not a few flatterers, but perhaps v«sry 
few such friends as will have 'the coumge to giiie 
plain and faithful advice, especially as the roles wUch 
politeness and decorum (so called) have establiilied, 
form a fence which is not easily broken through; bat 
the Lord, by leaving you a little to yourself, has pro* 
vtded you with something to reflect on, whidi I Cnttt 
will be ^ sanctified means of keeping yon dependant 
uponhimsdf. There is none teacheth like him. Hcm- 
by likewise you will be more sensibfy aware of the dan* 
gers and difficuHies 4a Trhich your hearers are liaUe. 
You will be better able both to warn them of Ibe 
snares in their way, and to encourage and conifett 
them when tb^ are dearoos to retom. Tbos he 
speaks to all in what he said to P^ter, SStnd Lidte, 
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"^61111005 Simon, behold Satan ha& toired to have 
yoa, that he may sift you as wheat; but I have pray- 
ed f(H^ &ee, that ihj fai& fail not." The doctrinal 
parts of our messi^ are in some degree familiar to 
«b; but Aat which gives a savour, fulness, energy, 
and variety to our ministeation, is the result cf many 
painfid conflicts and exercises, whidi we pass Ihrough 
ni our private walk, comlnned with the proofs we re- 
odive, as we go along, of the ixHrd^s coso^passion mid 
verdes ^under all Iht perverseness and folly Ire are 
OMiseioas of in ourselves. It is only in this schocd of 
eqieri^Mse, Ihat we can acquire ^be tongue of 4ie 
leaflned, and know how to speak a word in season to 
'dnae who are weary, l^ius, by his wise manage- 
BHBt, ''loot ist Ihe eat^ cometh meat." He breaketh 
Ae heads of the Levialhfm in pieces, and teaches us 
to getfooidirom ^lem, and we are strengthened and 
estMished by the very plots our enemy formed to 
entangle and overthrow us. WeU may we say, who 
is a God like unto thee ? How gladly should I ac- 
company Mr. B. and his daughter to R. How much 
j^ea^ure should I promise myself on the road ; and 
bow much at the journey's end. But it must not be. 

I shall take leave of Miss P. with some solicitude ; I 
know nothing of the Lord's future purposes, but that 
ke will certainly do all things well. I wish I was 
quite as easy about the event as I believe she is ; per- 
haps it is because I wish it, but rather seem to hope 
and expect, that the Lord wiU afford her relief at B., 
and that I shall see her again in better health ; but 
oh * the mercy to be enabled to trust ourselves and 
those we love to him, and to see them confiding in 
him likewise, and resigned to his disposal in cases 
whore the world can give no hdp or support. This 
all-sufficient God can and does make his people more 
K 2 
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than equal to any and every trial he appoints for 
them. 

The other night I buried the wife of a fnend of 
mine; they were remarkably happy in each other, 
and she has left him with fbur children, the eldest 
un4er four years of age. He sensibly feels the loss, 
but has been wonderfully supported. He told me 
that he knows not if he was ever so comfortable in his 
soul, as since her death, and that he is so perfectly 
satisfied with the Lord's wisdom and goodness in re- 
moving her, that were it possible by a single wish to 
restore her to her former place, he could not form it. 

You will surely think I have written enough. f<Nr 
once, and I have just reserved room for the seal of a 
tender of Mrs. N.*s respects, and to subscribe myself, 
Dear sir, 
Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Hoxton, 
22nd Nov. 1782. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TWENTY LETTERS, 

BETWEEN THE YEARS 1T93 AND 1802, 

TO MR. AND MRS. R. 

OF READING. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 



MY PEAR FRIEND, 

I CAN truly style you so, though upon a short ac- 
quaintance. I have reason to believe that the provi- 
dence of God was signally concerned in leading me 
to R., and particularly to lodge under your hospitable 
roof. The time I was with yon was a very pleasing 
part of a very pleasing excursion ; and I widi to be 
thankful for it, both to the Lord and you. 
^ I address my letter to you, both because the Lord 
has made you one, not only in relation, but in affec- 
tion and spirit. The remembrance of my past happi- 
ness in wedlock was never more sensibly revived 
than while I was with you, but I assure you it did not 
excite in me eitiier pain or envy, but, on the contrary, 
a very sincere pleasure. Oh i that I could see the 
like in every married pair. The object of my affec- 
tion is removed ; my time is past ; but the bare recol- 
lection of what it once was, is worth much more than 
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any thing else that this poor world can afford. Hay 
the Lord maintain, yea, increase your matual regard ; 
but, may he likewise sanctify it, that you may aTOid 
my sin and my suffering. 

It ot^ht to be alastkig sonvce of homiliatton tome, 
to remember that my dearest earthly comfort so often 
proved the occasion of discovering the vileness and 
ingratitude of vtf heart ht a more striking light than 
perhaps I should otherwise have known it. Th^e 
is a danger in an over-attachment. It has cost me 
many a pang; yet, when I think of the apostle's 
charge, that <^ husbands shoidd love their wives as 
their own flesh, yea, as Christ loved the chi»eh," 
these strong expressions lead me to conclude, that the 
danger is not im loving too much, but tn loving im- 
properly. When a wife gives her husband her whole 
heart, she has still room for all her friends and his ; 
and, should these friends be increased fWftnty^old, 
stiU there is room for diem all. But there is a pe- 
culiar Idad of regaM whidt is due to her hwabiiiid 
only } if she allow herself to transfer tfiis n^ard to 
aiiy other nmi, tbtingh it went no &rtii^^ she wo«ld 
be erifliiiial* Thus, whtte we love the Lord supremely,. 
w€i may krve oter fausbfaids, wives, and cfaildiw, or 
friends, as much is we can ; biit all must be held in 
sdboMmfiitioii ani subservi^cy to wbat we owe Htei, 
otkerwise they will be idolsy smd we sbaU ht idoW 
ters, and tbe Lord in one way or other will let ila know 
that he is a jeidons Gody and wiH not bewr a rival. 
Above aU, I congratulate you, thai fte Lord bai) rnUrd 
you botfa out of the world, and given! you the stfme 
views and de»res ^ better thmgs than etm be pos-> 
sessed here. This is a mer(^, which some (^ his 
people have not. It often happens, that of tweitt Mie 
house, the one is laken and the other lefi« Had thia 
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been your case, had jou ffiffeted in tlie most import- 
anl tomeemSf the more tenderly you loved each other, 
the movet nidiappy job most have been ; but grei^ is 
the pffiTilege of ivaUdng together in the way to the 
kkigdom. Please to give my love to your forty 
friends and mine^ whom I had the pleasure of meet* 
ing in your drawing-room. When yon first spoke of 
inviting some friends to mee^ me, I thought they 
woidd be only to dinner ov tea, and vras not in the 
lefi|9i a^rare of the public st^ you were going to take. 
I wifts aUtUeapprdiensiTe of the consequence, but, by 
what I beard and saw, before and after, I am per- 
siiaAed that it was not the effect of a transient 
wannlh, but that you had deliberately counted the 
eoal, aiid were wiUing to let it be known far and 
neaor, thai you had made up your minds , and were 
detenained, by the grace of God, that, whatev^ others 
do» you and your house, so far as your influence can 
pre!^,^ will setve die Lord. In this view I greatly 
rejoiced in the (^portunity, and it pleased me highly 
to see a room consecrated to him, which I suppose 
has formerly been filled in a very different manner. 

We were favoured with a safe and comfortable jour- 
nejy and reached home about one o'clock. Our ser- 
vants testified both by words and looks, that they 
wace glad to see us. It is a great comfort to be served 
*> by tJhose who love us, and it is a comfort which many 
cannot procure ; the Lord only can give it ; he it is 
who maketh peo{de of one mind in a house. A con- 
sistency of character, with a prudent condescension 
and kindness to those placed under us, are means 
which seldom fail of some good effect; but, when^ 
whole family are united by spiritual ties, and act as 
under tlie eye of the same common Master ; when the 
parlo^ and kitchen are in unison and domestic order, 
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love and peace make a family happy indeed. I hare 
ordered Mr. Robinson's books, and am promised them 
to-day or to-morrow, and hope they will be with you be- 
fore the week closes. They will be accompanied by two 
or three sermons, which I hope you will accept as a 
pepper-corn acknowledgment of my love and thanks. 
I hope we had a good Sabbath. I preached from 
1 Thess. ii. 17. In the evening from Matt. xiii. 16, 
17. The latter sermon was intended to impress my 
dear people with a sense of the value of gospel ordi- 
nances. I contrasted the present state of T. with that 
of R. I did not mention the latter place by name, 
but most knew where I had been. This is another 
privilege, my dear friend, with which the Lord has 
favoured you. He could keep your souls alive though 
you lived in the darkest spot, but the lines are fallen 
to you in a pleasant place, where you have every de- 
sirable help for promoting your spiritual progrjess. 
May his grace keep you humble and d^>endant. 
May you walk before him with a single eye. May 
you bum, and shine, and go on from strength to 
strength. You have great advantages for us^ulness 
to others, and of being happy in each other, and in 
yourselves. . Trials wiU sometimes occur, and vanity 
will cleave (like the ivy to the oak) to all worldly 
enjoyments, but the Lord whom you serve is all-sv^- 
cient, and his promises are sure. I comm^id you to 
his blessing. Believe me to be, 

Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

No, 6, CoIeman-Street» 
1st Oct. 1793. 

I hope to hear from you soon ; if one half— Mr., 
should be too busy, periiaps the other half-^Mra.» will 
favour us with a letter. « 
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LETTER LXXXVIL 



MY BEAR FRIENDS, 

I SERVE you no worse than I do some of my 
friends, nor quite so bad, as I have many letters un- 
answered of much longer date than your's; but I 
write when I can. We were glad and thankful to 
hear of your safe return to R. You both have a 
{dace in my heart and in my prayers ; I am often 
thankful that I was led to your house, and that I 
JfBiA the pleasure of seeing you in mine. The friend- 
ship commenced between us I trust will subsist and 
gfow, though perhaps opportunities of personal inter- 
course will not be frequent ; a union of hearts in grace 
is affected neither by absence nor local distance ; a 
glaiK^ of thought conveys me to you whenever I 
please. The throne of grace is very near to you and 
to me, and, if we often meet there, we cannot be far 
-distant from each other. By-and-bye we hope to re- 
joice together before the throne of glory; there we 
shall be ever with the Lord and with each other. 
May this thought animate us while we stay here. 
" We are not our own, we are bought with a price." 
There; is but one thing worth living for ; that we may 
live to him who died for us ; that we may live to shew 
forth his praise by obedience, by submission, by use- 
fulness to others, in visiting Uie afflicted, assisting 
them by our sympathy, counsel, prayers, or purse, 
as the case requires ; in supporting the cause of the 
gospel, and forwarding whatever bids fair for the 
good of society. These aims ought chiefly to engage 
K 5 
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our time, talents, and inflnence. Oh ! what an ho- 
nour to be the instnunents of the Lord, in diffiising 
his benefits around us i to be the followers of him 
who went aboat doing good! 

On Tuesday last I had a fall in the street ; it was 
rather violent, but, though the middle of my leg come 
plump against the curb-stone, neither bone nor skin 
was brol^, but my instep is much stndiiedi I am 
confined td the sofit, and, were you bow fty enl^ my 
drawing-room^ I eocdd net eaiily rise to welcome y^ 
much less advance one step to meet you. But itiypri- 
son i^ very comfortable^ and my keepers kind and at* 
tenttfe. I feel little or no pain, and oan sleep very 
Well, so th^t I am not much- to be pitied. I m<nre wou^ 
der that such things do not happen every day, tfmft tba| 
they do h^pen now and tten. During the fomrfe^ 
years I have been in London, I have hadbutftur fidls. 
The first dislocated my should^ ; by the second I re- 
ceived a gdod polt on the pate; the thi^ e(HH my 
nose a few drops of blood, but none of Hiem ^d ale 
essential harm, and undoubtedfy there WM a need-be 
for this last. Periiaps my being confined neWf may 
be a means of preserving me fnMh something W#Me> 
which I might otherwise have met with. I hop^ ft 
will make me more sensible of the value of my leg^ 
if I should be aUe to walk again, and more ^penj'^ 
ant upon the Lord io hold me up, that I may lie Safe ; 
for, neither in a temporal, nor in a spMtual ^^se^ am 
r able to take care of myself for an hour or a nnnfine. 
How much does it behove us to watch a:ttd pray for 
grace, that •We may be dways pre^pared for the cen^ 
ttngencies we miay meet with vtt this presend sWe! 
for who knows what a day or an hour mi^ bring 
forth ? In the midst of life we arein dealh; in the 
midst of apparent safety we are always in dangeif* 
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We, finde^d, if bdieven, are always safe under the 
Lead's proteefion, and -iiiiim>rlal till our work is done, 
bat we ekn perome it would not be conducite to the 
life dl faith, if his peeple were risiblj marked on 
the forehead to distinguish them from the world. A 
general exenptioa from such afflietioas as are com- 
mon to others would be equiralent to such a mark ; 
therefore they are liaUe to the rarious ealitmities 
with wfakA sin: has filled the world. They are free 
from emdemnatien, hut not fipora pain, sickness, po- 
Terty, losses, crosses, and sudden trying changes, and 
what we call premature death. These trials, like- 
wise, give occasion for the ^tercise and manifestation 
of many graces which are not so yisible in the sun- 
shine of prosperity, and they are farther sanctified 
to wean the people of God more from the world, and 
to weaken the body of sin which still dwelleth in 
them. On these accounts, for a time, in the Lord's 
proridential appointments, all things seem to happen 
nearly alike to all. But, even now, his people have 
suppOTts and consolations in their troubles peculiar to 
th^oseWes, and which st r ang er s intermeddle not with ; 
and, hereafter, the difference between the righteous 
and the wicked, between him that serveth God and 
him that serveth him not, will be perfectly manifested. 
All this I have written rather towards filling up the 
paper, than for your information. You have been 
enabled to count the cost and to choose your side; 
yon are desirous and determined to be the Lord's, to 
be his on Us own terms, to live upon Us mercy, to. 
build all jrour hopes upon the foundation he has laid, 
to exfiect aU year siq[>pUes from the fountain which he 
has opened, to receive Christ Jesus the Lord as your 
prophet, priest, and king, to receive all from his 
hands, to do all for his sake. Go on, and be of good 
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courage ; he who has wrought in yoa to w31, will also 
enable ydu to do according to his good pleasure. Bat 
yoa most expect that your {Mtrfession will* be a war-* 
fare ; we are encouraged to look forward to victory 
and triumph, but these terms, of course, imply a pre-' 
vious conflict ; there would be no rictory if there were 
no enemies to fight with. 

Miss C. joins in affectionate remembrance to afi 
your friends, and ptease to remember me also to your 
servants. May the l/xri bless, guide, and guard you; 
make you happy in yourselves and each other, and 
useffil in all your connections. 

So prays, dear sir and madam. 

Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

C(dein«ii-Street» 
24th January, 1794. 

If you see Mr. S. and his family before I can 
write, tell them I love them all dearly. 



LETTER LXXXVIII. 



MY DEAR MADAM, 

I OFTEN think with pleasure on the few days I 
passed with you and Mr. R. at R., and of your kind 
visit to Coleman*street: as we cannot meet so often 
as we wish, a little communication must be kept up 
now and then by letter ; though I hope we meet fre- 
quently at the throne of grace. 

Our tour to Cambridge and its environs w^ very 
pleasant ; we saw many friends, I preached at several 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



205 

{daces, we travelled in safety, and found all well at 
home. At Bedford, indeed, bj a false step I strained 
my left knee, so that for a time I ha^e had two lame 
legs, hut I would not allow this the name of a trial 
when set against such a variety of favours and comforts. 
I can now walk pretty well again; my health is the 
same as when you saw me. Miss C. is likewise well. 
My servants all wdU, my friends kind, my spirits good, 
my cupboard not empty. What more of this world's 
goods can I wish for? I was not nearer to Peter* 
borough than at Great Stukely, two miles from Hunt- 
ingdon. I have some acquaintance with Dr. M. the 
present bishop, and bdieve be loves the truth, and wiu 
countenance those who preadi it. There is good 
going on at Cambridge. Mr. Simeon is much beloved 
and very useful ; his conduct has almost suppressed 
the spirit of opposition which was once very fierce 
against him. Probably I shall see poor Heckfield no 
more, but I am glad that I have seen it. I have a 
map of the house, gardens, woods, &c. and a long list 
of pleasing incidents while I was there, drawn or writ- 
ten in my mind. If I had not seen H. I should not 
have known Mr. R. or you, nor should I have been so 
well acquainted with Mr. S. and his family now they 
are in town as I hope to be, unless I had first visited 
them in the country. There is much of the hand of 
the Lord to be observed and acknowledged in the 
forming of our connections. He often leads by a way 
we know not. 

I am almost six weeks in my seventieth year: it 
is time for me to think less of going about) and 
more of going home. I cannot now be far f^m 
my journey's end. May the goo4 Lord help me and 
you also to praise him for what is past, and to 
trust him for what is to come. He appointed the hour 
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of onr birth, and the honr of ottr dismission is with 
him likewise. Whether Sooner or later, it wiH be just 
ttt die right time, if it finds us witb onr loins girt, and 
our lamps bmming ; and, if He who kindled them is 
pleased to supply us with fresh oil, neither the worH, 
the flesh, nor the powers of darkness, shall be able to 
extinguish them ; otherwise, they must soon go out of 
themselves^ for we hare no stock of onr own. But we 
need not put an if upon his faithfulness, provided We 
are sensible of our weakness, and wait upon him in 
thtee means by wbidi be has promised to renew our 
strength. 

Mr. Simeon preached for me last Wednesday from 
Revelations v. 11th, 12th, and ISith verses. He spoke 
of the company, the object of their wordiip, and their 
scmg ; I was going to say, as if he had just cotne down 
from among them. I think he had a favoured peep 
within the veil ; and there was such a visible impres- 
sion on his hearers as is not conraion. Why are we 
not aiming to realize that scene, when we hope to join 
them soon, and likewise hope, that among the thou- 
sands and myriads which encompass the throne **day 
without night rejoicing," there are some who were 
hitimately near and dear to us ? While they were upon 
earth we sympathized with them in their sorrows, and 
why not sympathize with them now in their joys? 
Oh! could we but see them as I believe they see us, 
it would greatly weaken our sense both of the bitters 
and the sweets of this poor life ! but perhaps it would 
totally unfit us from attending to the duties of our Ela- 
tion. The weakness of our mortal frame would not 
permit us to think of any thing but what we saw. 
This seems to have been the apostle's case (2 Cor. xii.) ; 
while he saw invisibles and heard unutterables, he knew 
not whether he was in or out of the body. We are 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



207 

therefore at present to walk, not by sight, but by faith. 
But there is mach attainable even here, which our un- 
belirf ke^ from uji. It is oomflNrtable to have a hope 
of heaven hereafter, but we should desire to have as 
much of beav^i as possible while we are here ; to re- 
semble the angels who always do the will of the Lord, 
and behold bis presence. What shoidd we tiiink 
valuable in this life but to live to him who died for us? 
We diouM consider what opportmiities our situation, 
time, abilities, eonneetion8, influence, and nbfttaaoe 
may aiford us far ptomotang his service, and the good 
&£ ow feUow-creatures ; for verily we are debtons, and 
whatever is given is more properly entrusted to us, and 
we should employ them all for Um as good stewards 
ot his nMmi&ild Uessings ; we sfaoaULaim at the honour 
and pleasure of bmg useful, that we may experienoe 
tbe troth of our Lord's aphorism,—*-*^ It is more blessed 
to give than to receive." And if we obey with a 
single eye, and depend upon Us graoe with a single 
heart, he will surely favour us with a peace that passeth 
miderstanding, which will keep our hearts and minds 
composed under all tlie changes we may pass tfaroagb 
in our pilgrimage, and ere long we shall see him as 
he is, and be with him for ever. 

Give our love to all our friends as they come in your 
itay, and, when you have distributed all you can for 
as> we have still abundance of leve Id't for you and 
Mti R. Let us often pray for each other, that tbe 
Lord may fulfil in us all the good pleasure of his 
. goodness, and the work of laith with power. 
I am, my dear friend. 
Your afieetionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Colemftn-^treet, 
16tb Sept 1794. 
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LETTER LXXXTX. 

MY DEAR MADAM, 

Though I cannot write a long letter at present, I 
must thank yon for the favour of jour's. 

After the kind reception I had at R. and particu- 
lady from you, I need little solicitation to visit you 
agaia, were it in my power; but it is not: I am not my 
own; I have a numerous, affectionate, and, I trust, a 
thriving people. These are my charge, and this my 
post ; suitable supplies are not easily procured, and 
they must be suitable ; for I could not be content to 
get a minister to fill the place in my absence, unless 
I believed he could answer the expectation of my 
hearers ; and perhaps some who are better men than 
myself could not so well do. this; for, having been 
together so long, we seem now as formed for each 
other; and without something in my own way and 
cast of preaching they might complain if I left them. 
I have been abroad four successive Summers, and in 
these excursions I have visited most of my former 
haunts, and, as I think, taken my leave of them. My 
desire of seeing my old friends has been granted, 
and my plan completed. When I took leave of my 
people the Sunday evening before I left town this 
year, I told them, that except I should have an ex* 
press providential call of duty, I did not intend to be 
absent from them any more on a L(»rd's day. I pur- 
posed that if I should live to enter my 70th year I 
would give up the thoughts of rambling. My oppor- 
tunities of preaching to the people whom I love, and 
to whom I am united, will now probably be few. I 
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may expect either to be called home, or laid aside 
very soon, and it is much upon my heart (if the Lord 
please) to live and die with them. The question is 
not how far inclination might lead me, but what is 
the path of duty ? and the answer to this question is 
pretty plain to my own mind, that I am bound to 
remain upon my appointed spot. The motives of 
friendship and personal regard which tempt me to go 
to <me place would tempt me to go to twenty; and, 
setting aside these, there is scarcely a place in the 
kingdom where my assistance seems less necessary 
than at R. But, whether I see R. again or not, the ' 
Lord's interest and people there, those to whom I am 
personally known, and particularly my dear Mr. and 
Mrs. R. will always have a warm place in my heart, 
and, I trust, in my prayers. I often recollect with 
pleasure and thankfulness your kindness to us ; and, 
did not my ^gagements here forbid, I would gladly 
and often go farther than R. to tell you so. But I 
believe I must content myself with the hope of hear- 
ing from you, and writing to you now and then. 

Well, blessed be God for the prospect of a better 
state. There I trust we shall meet to part no more 
Oh, how shall we love and sing, wonder and praise, 
when we see him as he is, and look back by a clearer 
light upon all the way by which he led us through 
the wilderness! He is faithful that has promised. 
It is preaching morning ; I can only add, the good 
Lord bless you, both jointly and separately, tempo* 
rally and spiritually. Amen. 
I am. 
Your affectionate and obliged, 
• JOHN NEWTON. 

Coleman*Street, 
Oct. i, 1794, 
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LETTEK XC. 



HY BEAB MADAM9 

You most accept ef a letter to-diy instead of a 
Tistt. On Friday I went o«t, parpoemg to take 
f^aoes in the coach for te-ra«rrow, but while on nij 
way I was infciimedt that ny cufale, Mr. B., was 
that momiiig saddenly attacked by a coKq[>laint whi<^ 
he had twice before, bat we h<qied be had quite re- 
covered firoi»— an inftanmation in his longs; his ferer 
is high, and hit tiate critical, if not dangerous. 

This naezpected proridential dispensation puts ne 
to a stand. I fear I shall not be able to get a supply 
for my church, without which I caanot stir. All is 
in the Lord's hands. If you do not see me this wedi, 
you may coodnde that he does not permH me to see 
R. or S. at present. He has wise reasons for all his 
i^ipokitments ; whether we know them w not, we are 
siHfe that he does all things well, and that nothing 
happens to us without his knowledge and appoint* 
nieiit. I trust, ia the meantime, that you, and die 
rest of my friends with you, wiU pray that ^ I come, 
I may not come to you like a doud witfabut water, but 
that our gradous SavioHr may unitedly bless our m- 
tewiew. I long to hear of Mx. and Mrs. W. ; they 
are often in my thoughts and prayers. I love you all, 
but my mind feels for the afflicted : how very heavy 
must Mrs. W.'s trial be; but the Lord supports her. 
He is there ; therefore the bush, though in flames, is 
iK>t consumed. Such examples of the Lord's fisithfal- 
ness, and the power of his grace, should encourage 
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00 to trust t0 him fiiUy. I thank God we and oar's 
9te all well outwaidly. 

We jom in love to both of yon, and to aU friends aa 
if named. Want of time and want of better eyes 
obli^ me to hasten to a elose, which I cannot do 
hett^ than widi a prayer, that the Lord may giye you 
a large and growing exferienee of all that is contained 
in his firecious pfomise^ Isaiah ▼. 11th verse« I, 
hope idways to feel mysdf. 

My dear friends. 

Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NBWTON. 

Cokman-Strcet, 
15lh August, 1796. 



LETTER XCI- 

MY DBAB FBIBNDS, 

^OuT isf sights out of mind ; now he has left us he 
oares little about us, or we sliould have heard from 
ht» befiMe this/'— ^Have you said or thought this of 
me? dton I can assure you that you are mistaken. I 
oamiot easily ftrget the good town of R. or any of 

my kind friends th^e; least of all the hcrose i n * , 

where I was taken in three years ago, whe^ I was a 
Granger. 

We arrived here in peace asid safety at on^ o'cloek 
on Friday ; found our friends and their family wdH. 
We have also good news fisaa home, only Mr. B.'s 
pMlty little boy is gonct and they apprehend that he 
^1 soon follow his child. I dare not say that thie is 
not good news likewise-, the AM is t^ten in the bod, 
aind transplanted into a fair^ garden, out of the reach 
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of stonn and frost. And the father, though a young 
man, will, I doubt not, go as a shock of com fully 
ripe; hut we are allowed to feel for ourselves, and 
to say, " Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth!" 
His removal, if he be removed, wiU cause sorrow to 
his parents, to many who love him, and to me ; but it 
will cause joy in heaven, and, when we meet him 
there, we shall rejoice with him with a joy unspeak- 
able, and full of glory. In the meantime submission 
becomes us ; '^ He who gave has an undoubted right 
to take away," and we are sure his sovereignty is 
combined with infinite vrisdom and goodness; and 
that, when he crosses our wishes, no less than when 
he grants them, he does all things well ! Be still, my 
soul, and know that he is God ! Here I have a little 
time to breathe, for really at R. you kept me upon a 
full trot. I was so engaged in talking, that I had 
little leisure for hearing. If any thing I was entitled 
to say was made acceptable to yourself, or useful to 
others, I have reason to be thankful. Well, the Lord 
bless you all ! I think you are a happy and a favoured 
people ; may the good Shepherd dwell in the midst of 
you, and preserve you in love and peace ! for, when 
strife and contention enter, the Holy Spirit vrithdraws 
his influences, and then neither Paul, Apollos, nor 
Cephas, could do much good. May you be all men, 
women, and children of God I 

I was at Mr. K.'s on Sunday, otherwise I have not 
seen S. yet ; having such pretty woods and walks to 
range in, and abundance of letters to write< I have but 
little inclination to go among the crowd. God made 
this beautiful country. The town is man's con- 
trivance. Both works carry the marks of their re- 
spective authors. The more I contemplate the one, 
the more I find to admire ; in the other I see all at 
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once, and a poor, noisy, confused all it is. God's 
wcnrld is full of wonders. Man's world is full of sin 
and misery. I am weary of it. I should be more so, 
if I were more spiritually minded. How palpably 
true is our Lord's declaration, that '' except a man be 
bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of God!" 
Not only he shall not, but he oannot. He has no 
faculty capable of discerning it. If we know not ex- 
actly as to particulars what heayen is, we know to a 
certainty what it is not. We are sure it is not like 
earth. There are no routs, assemblies, play-houses, 
or horse-races there ; no estates to be bought or sold, 
no funds to be transferred, no business to be managed 
upon the Exchange, or in coffee-houses. How then 
coiild they, whose hearts are more set upon these 
things, possibly be happy eren in heaven, when sepa- 
rated for ever from all that they love ? Heaven must 
be a hell to an unhumbled, unsanctified sinner, even 
if he could be admitted there. The company, the 
employments, the enjoyments, are of the same kind 
with what he despised on earth: admit a pig into 
your drawing-room among your friends, he would find 
BO pleasure there ; he woidd rather be in the sty, or 
wallowing in a ditch. Well, such were some of us, 
yea, such were all of us, once; what thanks to the 
mercy, which, undesired by me no less than unde- 
served, brought me out of the house of bondage in 
Africa, and dislodged the legion that hurried me into 
the extremes of madness and wretchedness ! And you, 
my dear friends, have no less cause to praise liim ; 
though you were not profligates like me, you were 
carelessly swimming down the stream of the world, 
and, when upon the edge of the whirlpool which would 
have swallowed you up, he snatched you with a strong 
hand, set your feet upon a rock, and established your 
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goings, and has put a new song in jrour mouth. STow 
you know the reason wfaj you could not he happy in a 
worldly life. You were formed with a capadty lor 
greater things. God formed you £nr himsdf, aad 
^erefore nothing short of his &vour and comnranion 
with him could satisfy your desires. CouM we under- 
stand this without the gospel, we must sink under 
doipair ; for we diould see that sin had made a f^cat 
and impassable gidf between us and our ditef good. 
But Jesas left his glory to fill np this giM. By 'him 
we hsLve aoeess to God. He is our way, «cir door, oat 
ibt&DB of grace. In him we are accepted, imd out of 
Jus fulness we are mvited to aneceive grace for grace 
according to our need. Now we know what wMl 
make heaven to be a heairen indeed. There we afaall 
see Him face to face, whan we can only «ee in peM, 
through a glass darkly, yet <he Htde we can see has 
won and engaged our hearts. Oh, what will tt be ^ 
see him in aU his glory^ in all im love! tobe perli»ctijr 
transformed into his tma^ «nd to be with him I(m* 
ever! 

I opened the new chapel here on Smiday erenHig, 
and preached £rom '' Where two or three are gathered 
togeth^ in toy name, there am I in Hhe midst of 
them." May the Saviour be ever present 'widi all^'iity 
night and by day, at home and abroad ! a^ magr 
his presence make the ordinaiieesjrweet andpfriAtoMe 
to our souls i 

lam, 
Your aifectfonate and miich obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Fortswood Oretn, 
31st August, 17^6. 
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LETTER XCII. 



CoMS, my dear madam, I think you hmve iirept 
eaovigh. I now write and en^^eftl 3rou to wipe away 
your tears. You have had a great womd, and you 
cimnot but feel it, but it was not tli^ wouiid of an 
^nemy . I hope you are now aiming to say, *' The 
will of the Lord be doro." This afflictive dispensa- 
tion did not spring out of the ground, nor happen by 
cbanoe. It was the appointment of Him whose wis- 
dom a»d loi^aare infinile. He could easily have pre- 
iFented it, jind undoabtedly would, if it was not his 
fnrpoae to overrule it ^antually for good. The re- 
jBOTal of Mr. B. was not so public and general a los^ 
as yoor's, though it toudied me very sensibly. But 
I vms joon braught to acqidesce, eatd to adopt the 
Psalmist's words, *^ I was dumb, and opened not my 
jnoatii, because thou didst it/' 

Ytpaat beloved pastor is gone a little before you. 
We eKpst^ And hope to follow him soon. It wffl be 
a j^oyfid meeting, when we shall part no more. In 
the aneantiiBe you wiU do well to consider, Ihat he 
«ettker did, naor ^could doyou any good, but as an 4n« 
irtrmnent, and thatliis Lord and Master, who honoured 
'him "with aoceptanee and usefulness, still tires, and 
^tfae supply of the Spirit is Still with him. What did 
the first disciple feel, when their Master was not 
4mAy taken from them, buft oruoified before their eyes i 
Yet he had said ufito them^ littib before, ^*it is expe- 
dieiit for yon that I go away ; the Condbrter will come 
to yon." Surely <^ Comforter, whose influence was 
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more than a compensation for the want of the Sa- 
viour's visible presence, can fully repair our losses 
and heal our wounds. And he is as near to his peo- 
ple now, and as willing and able to help them, as he 
was then. The fountain from which dear Mr. C. ob- 
tained the water of life which he communicated to 
his people, is still full, and still flowing, and you are 
still welcome to come to him and drink. But we are 
prone to lean too hard upon the ministers by whom 
the Lord conveys his blessings to us, as if they were 
necessary. Perhaps, to cure us of this mistake is one 
reason why he often unexpectedly takes them from us. 
I have been at R. in spirit almost continually since I 
first heard the sad news. I was particularly with 
you on Sunday last. Methought I saw many tears 
shed, and heard many sighs at St. G.'s. I did not 
blame you ; your loss is great ; the first emotions 
of grief were unavoidable, and he who knows our 
frame allows us, that these thhigs for the present are 
'^ not joyous but grievous." But neither shall I com- 
mend you if you indulge a continuance and excess of 
grief. Now the Lord has made known his vnll by 
the event, our part is submission. I pray that you 
may be willing to be helped, and then I am sure he 
Mfill help you. Say not " What shall we do V The 
Lord has many resources when out's seem wholly to 
fail. I remember, when my friend Hr. Talbot was 
removed, they who loved him too hastily thought the 
glory was departed from R. They knew not that 
his successor, whom they at first disUked, was 
appointed, and sent to shew them still greater thingg. 
I doubt not but every proper step will be taken to ob* 
tain a gospel minister. It is possible the Lord may 
send one who as yet knows not the gospel, to learn 
it from its gracious effects on Mr. C.'s people, and the 
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nt^me work may still be carried on by another hand, 
Khe is pleased to keep them together in a spirit of 
union, love, and prayer, I shall entertain great hopes; 
a patient waiting upon the Lord in prayer has cilten 
done wonders, for he is able to do more than we can 
ask or think. 

Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Cdemao-Street, 
25th January, 1797. 



LETTER XCIIL 



I HA,¥£ visited Hr. B. weekly for five weeks past, 
aad him only, so ^at I have always had him by my* 
fleU^ ^cc^ting twice that his mother was with him, 
and she was no restraint. 

. He is always glad to see me, and bean me with 
atlentiott; I set befbre htm both the kw and the 
gospd* I tell him, that the offence for which he is 
likely to suffer is small, compared with the whde 
tenor and high treason of living without God in the 
worlds and the depraved state g! his heart. I tell 
himkf thatt tf be bad oHKnitted a thousand murder^, 
the bleod and mediatiott of Jesus affoid a ground of 
hope, provided he is sensible of bis need of mercy, 
smi ^ made wiUiiig to aco^t it as a lost, perishing 
simMr^ without any pljea> Uke the m al e factor dying 
on die crosSi But, that the gospel affords no hope, 
but toi those whose heavts aracontrite, and broken by 
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a oonTiction of sin ; for, while we feel not our malady, 
we cannot duly prize, or rightly apply to the only 
Hiysician. 

He seems to assent to what I say, and does not 
mention to me such extenuations as you speak of, but 
I dare not say that he is rightly sensible of his stale. 
He is composed and senous when I am with him, but 
I cannot perceive the spirit of humiliation which I 
wish for. There is a something yet wanting, which 
the Lord alone can perform in him. I hope the 
Lord's time will come, but I think it is not come yet 
The last time I saw him, I gave him my narrative, 
and a friend has lent him Cardiphonia. I have said 
all, both to warn him of his danger, and to point his 
thoughts to the same refuge, whidi my measure of 
light and experience can suggest. Bu^, till the Holy 
Spirit shines into his soul, and works by his own 
power, the words of a man produce no abiding effect. 
I hope to see him again on Tuesday, which will ^ro^ 
bably be the last day of his life ; for the death-war- 
rant is expected to-morrow. I. mean then to read 
him a part of your letter. Let us pray fof hiin. 

If we are alive and in health, and there is a pros- 
pect of things being quite quiet, I purpose, if the Lord 
please, to be at R. the first week in July, and to 
spend a few days with my dear friends in my way 
toS. 

But the times are so unsettled, that I know not 
what to say. If the storm riiould increase, and ceme 
nearer home, I must not leave my post. I must not 
leave my family, my friends, and my people, and fiee 
awa^ , like the hireling, from the appearance of danger, 
nor could I be comfortable if I dipl. In this sense, 
likewise, home is home; the sum ifi, if it be the Lord's 
jdeasure to grant me my desire of visiting you, he 
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win make the way clear; otherwise, my coming would 
not be comfortable or useful either to myself or my 
friends. 

I worid commit my ways to him, and look to the 
pillar and doud to direct me when to stay, and when 
or whether to move. May the Lord be with us all. 
Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON, 

CdemaB-Street, 
8th June, 1797. 



LETTER XCIV. 

MT DEAR MADAM, 

I AM just come from visiting Mr. B. The faint 
hq^ I formed ct him has increased. I read him 
^t part of your letter which concerned him, and he 
seCTied moved. He said, " I wrote the letter to my 
kind friend before I was convicted, and long before I 
liad the opportunities of conversing with you ; but I 
b^ you will request the lady to assure my kind 
friend, that since yon visited me my thoughts and 
views .are much changed ; I have done with all such 
pleas and eitcuses as I then mentioned ; I have done 
with fortitude, &c." He added, <' I thank God for 
••ending me here, and, thereby, giving me a call and 
opportunity for reflection, and that he did not cut me 
off in my gay, unthinking state." I believe he is sen- 
sible that there is something necessary to be done, 
which he cannot do for himself, and that he reads 
the Scriptures, and prays sincerely for the Lord's 
i«adbing. I was not willing to defer the informationt 
l2 
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^ 1 hope it will give yp^ plei|^»i:ej^ 1^(1 the lady ^ 
whose desire yqu w^pte ; | t|o^, .peM^ifle^ tM i{ t 
am permitted to risit you next month, I shall Y^ ^Jd/^ 
to bring yov ^ still better ^cwnt,. ^^jjfje JJeigj^gi, ]J!|py 
the Q(4 of g;r^e ^4 p^^p^ dis^eU fi«¥)Wg yo^ . 

YouF ajOfection^ and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Coleman- Street, 
15th June, 1797. 



LETTER XCV. 

MY DEAR AlADAllfi. . : . . 

Your sorrowful l^ttqr prodn^^ c^ EKaruoiwIi^ fii^r 
pa,thy in us^ but I sqpqi plup^^ up, i?iy i^BW^-. I 
wish I may be able to raise your's upon a good grouad^ 
I am no prophet. I do not pretend to know the Lp^'s 
councils; they are too deep for my short plummet. to 
fathom ; but, though his ways are untraceable by us, wp 
know they are all m<ercy a,iid tpith to them that fear 
him. And I not only pray, but I hope, yea, I beU^VJ^ 
that all these s^d things wijl, eventually prove rather 
to the furthera^xce of the gosp^V Only you hay^ need 
of patience, I will nqt, pxi^j^e any individual of xtiy 
friends at R ; but I \ylll,prais^i9 a^ admire them as^ 
body, or rather I will prai?^ tjip I^rd for them, ^r 
they will acknowledge with m^ tJi^t it is by his wisdpm 
and goodnesH* and not by th,eiir own, that they are 
what they are. I have ^eldqQX seen a body of pro- 
fessors equal to them, iij, n^y: j,Udgi;ient. This seew.io 
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bfe k Miorked uare; the eyfes 6f all the churctes are 
Hk% to be fiied 6ii Ih^ widoW^d churdi at R., and 
Ttrtisl ytm ^dspA iHsdbtti, simplicity, and firmness, 
tdM)p^^ i^^ith g^fttfeiifes!^, your unanimity and loVe 
will shitift tb ihb j^rtiise bf bis gloty. Tbe united 
pifAye»n of iudi k ^pfe a^e not spoken into the air. 
No, Ihty i^ntf^i- the ear of the Lortl of hostss, the Great 
Shepherd who is attentive to eVetJr single sheep or 
lamb, wherever scattered ; much less will he neglect the 
cries and desires of a Whole flock that call upon Him 
night and day, though he seem to bear long with them. 
They who prayed for St. Peter could not belieVe their 
prayers were answered, though he stood knocking at 
the gate; they did not consider through what locks, 
and bolts, and bars, and iron doors prayer can force 
a way. 

The contrast observed by you in the pulpit is not 
greater than that which wiU be observed by others out 
of the pulpit and abroad, now Mr. C. is gone out of 
the way. I doubt not, but sothe Who disliked his doc- 
tHhe ^1 i^liiedib^ his benevolence, hifi attention to 
thepoor^ the children in particular; a comparison will 
be^ tiiade between his genered conduct and character, 
tiM that of th^se i^hb ebitie After him. Possibly son^ 
Wh6 #eife weftty ctf his pfeScfhihg, aiid glad when he 
wad gone, may begitl to wish fof otie like him, and to 
regret that they did iiot prize him inore while he was 
With them. In this sense, I trust, tow he is dead, he 
wm speak effeetually to some of his people, who would 
se^celjr hearken to hiMd i^heti Idive. Things must 
have tiihe to dotiie riMiHd ; be hot grieved for what you 
catntOf helpi btit lei^ve all in the Lord's hands, and he 
can tnake the er^Oked dti'aight. Tie mis-conduct of 
some inay be necefttory for a time, to place Mr. C.'s 
character in a prbper j^nt of view. . 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



We send our love to Mr. and Mrs. ■ and all 

those forty or fifty friends wliom I met in different 
houses. Not having room for off their namet, I will 
mention none, but I have them written in my heart. 
I love all who love the Lord Jesus Christ, every where, 
and especially at R. I am thankful that I have se^i 
them, and shall remember the fortnight spent with 
them among my pleasant days. 
I am, 
^ Your affectionate and obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Augast, 1797. 



LETTER XCVI. 



MY DEAB MADAM, 

It is true I make it a sort of rule to write but one 
letter to one and the same friend while I am abroad; 
and even so I am busy enough. I have written nearly 
forty, but general rules afford exceptions, and you are 
one. You desire to hear from me again, you are 
Mrs. R., and you live at R. ; each of these considera- 
tions has weight singly ; but, when together, they 
form a threefold cord of constraint, too strong to be 
resisted, even were I so disposed. Mr. B. is vnser 
than I, and his advice is better than mine. I felt the 
propriety of his observation while I was reading it, 
and I blamed myself for having proposed a speaker 
for your society. Indeed, I almost wonder how such a 
thought found its way into my head. For my better 
judgment has often 1^ me to think there is too much 
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tdking over the Scriptures, and Uiat perhi^ the 
sincere milk of the i^ord as it lies in the book, if read 
with seriousness and attention, as if we heard the 
I^rd himself speaking with an audible voice, might be 
mOTe useful and impressive, and make the children 
grow faster, than when mixed too {dentifully i?vith 
water which sometimes weakens it. I know that 
preaching the gospel is a positive divine instrument, 
and we cannot too highly prize the public ordinances, 
bat possibly we might do as well with a smaller quan- 
tity of private exposition; besides that the latter is 
evidently liable to the bad consequences which Mr. 
B. has judiciously mentioned. 

I am far from giving up all hopes of Mr. E. ; I trust 
the people will continue to pray* for him, at least in 
secret. If it should be the Lord's pleasure to make 
him a fit successor to Mr. C*, (we know that He can 
easily do it) I shall not wonder if he permit him to 
shew himself as he is for some time, that, when the 
dange takes place, it may be evident both to friends 
and foes, that the work is aUkia own. Mr. E. cannot 
go farther from the truth than some once were who 
now preach it; while he is a stranger to the truths of 
the gospel, he must of course be prejudiced against 
them. Time was when we were all so. I am not of 
the Lord's council ; I presume not to indulge a con* 
jeqture of what he will do, yet I have a strong persua- 
sion that in some way or other, sooner or later, the 
prayers of the scattered, yet united flock at R. will 
obtain a signal answer. I pray that they may have 
pfitience to wait the event ; the pray^ of faith must 
prevail* but there is often a waiting time, (St. Luke, 
xi. verses 8 to 10.) The apostle besought the Lord 
thrice; he was not answered the first time, but he 
knocked again and again, till the door opened. These 
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«re paUems of encouragement for us, that we «hoidd 
aot too hastily mistake delaj for denial. 

Consider what great things have been done by 
prayer. Sing, if you please, Olney Hymn, Book 2nd ; 

** bi thenwelret as weak as worms, 
How can poor beHoTcrs stend f " 

I hope you may lire to sing Hymn 48 of that book; 

** Qdob, wbyt W9 aimed at Zfton'f songs/' 

As to myself, I may say I am quite well, but I an so 
deaf, as to be almost cut off from oonversation. In all 
other vespectfl I aii as wdl as when with you ; I eat 
and sleep well, aud may he thankful that I am not 
d«mb4 How oft^i and. bow justly might the Lord 
have taken his word, of truth out of my unwor^ 
mouthy and forbid me to make mention of his name 
anymore! But he is gracious I 

I do not. expect ibmi Mr. H. will equal Mr. E» in 
literaiy aeeomplishments, but I- know who can make 
Hr.,£. eqiMl to Mr. H. in the gifis and gmees of the 
HolySiarit. 

We did not know that gunpowder was so near m^ 
or^ perhaps, we should have been more alarmed in Ike 
thunder*8torm; but the Ixurd Inew it, and die light* 
ning is obedient to him, and he directs every flash 
where to fall. 

Danger is always near us, though it lias hid fipom 
us in some unsuspected corner; we are apt to thinh 
oiu^sdvea safe wbsn we do not see our danger, but 
our safety is only in the Lord. 

Now, perhaps, you will favour me wiA a letter while 
I am here, and then I shall be in your debt when ! 
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g«l iMMn^. Wbetbet here or there, I am, and hqw 
always to feel myself, 

Y6iir Tery affectionafte, 

JOHN KEWTON. 

Portswbod Gretn, 
24^ August, 1797. 



LEtTER XCVII. 



MY DEAR MADAM, 

Tmb day before I left P. brought me yom» second 
letter ; I must thereCnre iUfil my promise previous to 
nty leafing tcfwht I had fixed on the I4th inst. (the 
Ijotd wiHmg) for ihy return. On that day he brought 
tts^hoiBe in peaee and safety, and we found all -well at 
dear No. 6. 1 felt somei^ng at leaving Mr. T.'s 
faiiiily and the drarch whi<^ assembled in his. house, 
bat then I was coming home. Oh! that word HoMfi 
made amends for all. So, dieugh we meet with mb.^ 
and pains upon the heavenly road, should not the 
thou^t that we are going home, and drawing nearer 
to it every day, reconcile us to ©very trying dispehsa* 
tion> and teach us to say with the apostle ''none of 
these' things move me 1" especially as we are warranted 
to belicfve, in defiance of all eavi^ of fiesb and sense, 
that Aey are'all under Ae direetion of infinite wisdoih 
and love, and appointed to work together for good. 
How^ easily could the Lord have prolonged the life dl 
Mr. C, or given St. 6. to a mraiister of the gospel: 
The 6vent it contMry to our vmhes, but it is a de- 
eba«tiKm> of the Lord's wiUv aaid therefore, if^hether 
L 5 
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we can make it out or not, most be right and for iSne 
best. 

I have little more to say about Q. ; if it be the Lord's 
pleasure to change Mr. E.'s views, I find by what I 
hear, that the time is not yet come; nor dare I sty 
that it ever will; only, as I know that grace is un- 
bounded, I am willing to hope and pray that it may 
be so. Our gracious Shepherd and Saviour can give 
success to the distant and doubtful prospect which you 
mention, or he can bless you more sensibly and visibly 
in your present scattered state, than when you were 
coUected together. I am learning, by experience, that 
there can be no peace for us in this unquiet world, but 
so far as we are enabled to commit ourselves to hit 
management without reserve, and to submit without 
ifa or huts to his wise and holy will. 

As you desire my opinion on one point, I vriU fi^edy 
give it. I am sorry that husbands and wires, and 
especially you and Mr. R., should separate on the 
Lord's day. The food, I Boppose, in both places is Ae 
same ; let not a little difference in the dressing divide 
two persons whom the Lord has united not only by the 
nearest earthly tie, not only by faith and hope, but by 
the most tender spiritual affection. Cannot yon com- 
promise the matter, and go sometimes to one place, 
and sometimes to the other, but always together? 
Let me beg each of you to give up a little of your own 
vrills for the Lord'is sake ; I would not have you ap- 
pear to differ a hair's breadth in your spiritual con- 
duct. Do, my dear madam and isir, set an example 
of union in this respect to your friends and neighbours. 
If you go simply to wait upon him who has promised 
to meet with those who assemble in his name, and 
where you can hear his truth, he will bless and do yoH 
good; but, if you go because it is your favourite minis- 
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ter who preaches there, your taste may perhaps be 
gratified, but I do not think you will be more edified. 
I hope there are many affectionate, happy couples in 
your society ; but I have lived with you, and therefore 
I know ''your manner of life." I think Mr. R. loves 
.you too well not to make some concessions on his part 
for your comfort, but, should he refuse to go with you, 
I advise you by all means to go with him. Lift up 
your heart to the Lord for a blessing, and act from a 
principle of love to him and to peace, and you will be 
no loser. You may think this division, as you are 
agreed in every thing else, no more than a temporarj 
inconvenience, but to me it seems a seed, which, if the 
Lord does not prevent, may produce lasting evil fruits. 
Human nature in the best of us is frail, fallible, and 
changeable, and Satan is very subtle and watchful ! 
occasions may arise from this paltry difference, which 
may give him an opeiiing to hurt your tempers, and 
interrupt your spiritual communion at home. In 
short, we know not, if the Lord withdraws, how great 
a fire may be kindled by a single spark; You will 
likewise find, that your joint worship will have a bet- 
ter effect upon your family. Besides, what will the 
people of the world say, who have known your great 
regard for Mr. C, if they see, that, after all, you can- 
not agree between yourselves. Inclinations and self-^ 
love often enter unperceived into our religious concerns, 
and we think we are acting from a sens^ of duty, 
when, in reality, we are indulging our own wills. But, 
if we submit to take up a cross, and practise self- 
denial, a little use and habit wilt make things more 
easy than we at first expected. I will not apologize 
for my freedom, because I intend it as a mark of my 
love. Indeed I love you both very cordially. 
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My ^tra d^afiness wfL^ f««iO¥M yery gf adiifiUy. I 
am still 4ttll of hearing, whatth ii no Wondet al mj 
age ; but, tbraugb meiey, I am net yei ivmh. I can 
still speak as. long and aa kmd aa wben I was vamb 
younger. 

I tbank you (fa tbe printed aceount of Mr* C'a 
moHuiM|»t : w« w^ro aU mmk pkofied «itb tha »» 
s^ption ; it is short, and full to tho point ;; naeh 
^eX&esiiL^ a^ I tbiuk, to Mr. Bomainei^ 

Mr. Bacon well knowa I am aocoaqpatent jiidlga o£ 
\m designa as a sculptor. 

Please to give m^ afibetioM^ foeyeets lo Mia. C. 
when you see her; love to Mrsi. ¥• and aU your 
so^ty. May the Loi4 give tbeai £utb and patietwe^ 
and presei^iTQ theoi- in mutaal love. The ey^ oS manjp 
are upon them. I have a letter from M»k J.; Aeiaays 
*^ she is waiting to see a naiabow ia thadavk elawL 
And now may tbe Lord bless you both^ in.bodyy saalr 
aiyl spirit^ and in aU your conneetiona and eoneamiu 
Youe affectionate and ohUgedv 

JOHN NEWTOWv 

Coleraan-Street, 
22nd Sept, 1797. 



LETTER XCYin. 



THiE former part of youflettairaiEbcted namck 
Thus, we always mote v§tm Hmhtmk of ufisee» dan- 
gers, which, if th^ Xovd pleaae, opui sheiW' tbasisekwi 
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ki ft momefnt wlien we kagt expect tbem. Mr. E. 
ooaxed you all to church to hear \m opinion of yo«^ 
and therefcure jou caniMt say thait lie railed against 
you bdmd your badis. But thin gennon, as yon de- 
scribe it, did not accord with the candour expressed 
in his letter. I am willing to hope, as M things are 
under the direction and permission of the lord, that 
whatever happens will eventually prove for the best. 
Certainly, Mr. £. could not have taken a more public 
and decided step to justify your leaving St. G. I 
think your husband^s emswer was very proper. If an 
individual only had been misrepresented, perhaps it 
might be well to let it pass over in silence ; but, as 
your whole body was publicly aMiJgAe#, and charged 
witbpfinoipleslnimiefil td goverlin^t^ I judge that 
yoo are not ei^y warranted, bat bevnd to vnofdic^ate 
yovselves from the aspernob. You have the advan- 
tage of the ground; if you ke^ dose to the Seriptare, 
articles, and Utuigy, and if yon j^res^rve a meek and 
loving sj^iit, avoiding all ta^ness and btttemeM ei 
ex|tfession, .you ^iU gain an etey victory ; for trnthy 
wUch is on your side, is ffee^ and must prevail. U 
is vmt easy to write with coolneas ini A controversy^ 
but grace, obtained by prayer, can make it practaea- 
Ue. Mr« Fuller'^ book ia a proof that it mf^ be 
done. Yott remanber we all agreed ait R., fhaii 
vAen the Lord opened the eyes of the manbombliad^ 
it WGfidd net ha;ve been rigbt for the man; to beat atf 
the blind men he nuight meet with, becaui^e they ooiM 
not see. I am not yet wiUing to give np the hopea Ir 
had formed, that lib. £., n^witbsttading his present 
prejadioe, may Uve ta preaeb the faith whioh be now 
qp|#ses. Pity him^ and pmyfor himv and lov^ hfatf^ 
a» ene: who may be cafptUe ef doing great good in 
the ehixeh, if the I^wd aeed fit to opeahift eyes^. aifcd: 
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to toudi his hearty ivhich he can do in an instant, 
whenever he pleases. 

Beliere ine to be* 

Your affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 

Portswood Green, 
August 4, 1798. 



LETTER XCIX. 



. MY BEAa MADAM, 

Fame, "with her htmdred mouths, has totd a hrni* 
dred fibs about me of late. It has been reported, that 
I had a fever, that I had fits, that I had three re* 
peated attacks of the palsy; yea, some, I am tcdd, 
said I was dead: the truth is, I know not that my 
health or spirits have been worse for a sangle hour 
since I left R., than when I was with you. On Fri- 
day the 23rd, after a goodnight, I arose as well as 
usual, but I fell several timies while dressing, b^re 
I wa& convinced that I could not stand ; for I had 
neither giddiness in my bead, nor numbness in my 
left leg, but the strengtii of it was withdrawn. I 
kept house on Sunday, for I could not walk across 
the room without support. Means were used, and, in 
answer to the prayers of' my people and friends, 
profed successful. What a privilege to be interested 
in the prayers of those, who have themselves interest 
and prevalence at the throne of grace I Blessed be 
God,^ I have many such ia my eongregation. My 
ocnnplaint seems quite removed ; I can stand in the 
pulpit my usuiU time without uneasiness, and walk 
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tbe streets without inconvenience. At first I was ap- 
prehensive that it might be the Lord's pleasure to 
confine me at home for the residue of my days, and 
I thank the Lord, he enabled me to say in the hour 
of trial, what, and when, and how thou wilt. As 
my curate, Mr. G., is very acceptable to my people, 
and I can fully depend upon him, I seemed not un- 
willing to be quite laid aside, if such had been the 
Lord's pleasure, but he has seen fit to prolong my 
liberty, and I wish to be thankful, for I love his or- 
dinances and his people. I love to proclaim his glory 
to those who know him, and to invite others to sedL 
him who know him not. I am not my own, he has 
bought me with his blood, and I trust I have wil- 
Uagly given and devoted mysdf to him. His I am,, 
and him I desire to serve, and to put myself simply 
and without reserve into his hands, to be active or 
passive, as he shall appoint. Only may he give me 
strength according to my day. 

May he be my gain, living or dying, and may he 
«t last receive me himself, an unprofitable servant, 
who neither has, nor expects, nor desires to have,, 
any other plea, than that of the thief upon the cross. 
I consider this late ctispensation as a gentle tap at tbe 
door^ a kind warning, to remind me to prepare for 
farther dianges. I am now more than four months 
advanced in my seventy-fourth year, and have need 
to pmj (I hope you and many pray for me) that I 
may be found ready and waiting. My time here 
oaiuiot be long; my chief desire, which I have le- 
peaitedly expressed before the Lord, is, that my de- 
dine in life may not be stained with impatience, pe- 
vishness, jealousy, or any of those mental infirmities 
which have sometimes clouded the characters even of 
good men in their last stages,, but that I may be 
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enabled to feel and exhibit in nsjrself the ininence of 
tbose tmths whidi I hanre so ^hen preaobcd to others. 
I hear thai the new chapel will soon be opened. Ify 
heart's desire will be with yon. Maj he, who pre- 
sided at the decRcatioA of Solomon'^ Temfte) fiB your 
house with his presence. May he dwell, likewis^^ 
with you in your own residence. May Ihe Lord o§ 
peace himself give you and your's peace always, and 
iiY all things, and: hy all means S ihai peace which 
the woild can imther give nor take away. 

The two musicians* you sent us are well ; 9s they 
do not know I am writing to you, nor can speak fov 
themselves, I undertake to thanic you, on their behaif, 
for your pains and care in their education. The life 
of Mr. Grimsbaw has been In the press these thvee 
wedis; y^h&n H wiU get out I know not. They yAuf 
deal with booksellers atiid printers hove need of pB>» 
tience, but I hope k will appear in tte right and best 
tilde, for all things are in the Lord's hands. I faarve^ 
no personal interest in the books fertfacr thani ta cor- 
rect the press, for I havd ghren^ the ec^y^^rig^ oat audi 
otft to the Society for r^ei4ag the pooar picm^dk^gj. 

The year is now growing old, and the days at^ ap>« 
proadiing which generaUy raise Some serious reflec-' 
tions in an awakened mind. To mt^ &e Ifltth* of 
Deceanberisoneof diosedays. I hbpe you wHlliiinfc 
ofmedien. On Aai day, in Une yew 1790, flie Loid 
WIU3 plea$ed to nemove ^\ the desive of my ey^l vnA a 
stx^e. It was a trying diiqtensalioii, but he siq^ 
po^^led me ; and by help dbtained of him I^hatve^ bees' 
preserved in my widowhood dl^ years with' nodaie de* 
gree of resignation and comforti He wounded me; 
and he has in mercy healed the wound he made. 



• Catiwybir^v 
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Christmas will soon follow, if we are spared to see it* 
Oh ! how should the thoughts.of the incarnation of our 
Saviour, who, undeserved and undesired bj us, volun- 
tarily exchanged his glory for pain, disgrace, and 
death, to deliver us from misery and ruin ! how should 
this make us ashamed to complain for our lighter trials, 
which we know are designed to work together for our 
final good! 

New year's day likewise finds me employment ; I 
compare it to a hill on the road, from the top of which 
I endeavour to look back on the way which the Lord 
has led me thus far through the wilderness. I can see 
some of the Ebenezers I have had to erect to his 
praise, standing like milestones upon the road ; I look 
around to contemplate the difference his goodness has 
made between my situation, and that of thousands of 
my fellow creatures; 

** Not more than otborft I d^Mrvo, 
Yet God has given me more.'' 

I then look forward, and perceive that I am drawing 
apace to my journey's end. I shall soon be at home. 
O for a glance of heavenly day, to enable me to see 
beyond the dark valley 1 to take a view of the glories 
within the veU, and to have a solid scriptural hope, 
that I shall be among the worshippers of the Lamb ! 

May the Lord give you both a good Christmas, a 
good entrance on the new year, and may it be long 
before either of you have such feelings as the 16th of 
December will recall to my mind, and which indeed 
are seldom out of my thoughts the year round. 

May grace and peace be with you all. 
I am, 
Your affectionate and obliged) 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Coleman-Street, Dec. 7, 1790. 
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LETTER C. 



MY DEAK MADAM, 

Though through mercy my wounds aire weU 
healed, and I am satisfied the Lord has done all 
things well with me and mine, yet this place revives 
some old sensations more than any other spot on the 
globe could do. Here my Eliza Cunningham and my 
dear Mary languished long, and this was the last 
house they were both in, till they returned to Coleman- 
street, to go out no more till removed in the hearse. 
There is a wood at a little distance, to which I often 
resorted, and still resort. If you were there, and 
the trees could speak, they might tell you much of 
the exercises of my mind to which they were wit- 
nesses. I call it my Bethel. There in my distress I 
sought the Lord, and he heard me. ^ There I have 
since performed, or at least acknowledged the vows 
I made in the time of my trouble. As my dear Mary 
was not a young woman, and we had lived together 
more than forty years, some people have thought I 
made too much ado when called to resign h^. I 
pity those who cannot feel. They do not know that a 
union of hearts in the married state, when the Lord 
affords his blessing, is strengthened daily by a series 
of reciprocal endearments and obligations in the course 
o( forty years ; and that, as passion in time abates, 
friendship is proportionably strengthened and height- 
ened, so that perhaps the flesh feels more to part at 
the end of forty years, than at the end of four. He 
must have a steady hand who can draw the exact line 
between overvaluing and undervaluing our creature 
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eomforts. The latter was not mj fault. Alas ! I was 
an idolater, and I suffered for it. Now all is over, 
I can be thankful for the years 1789 and 1790. But 
I would not live them over again for the wealth of 
the Indies. Yet nothing in the singular history of 
my life is more wonderful to myself than the manner 
in which the Lord supported me through the trying 
scene, and at the dose of it. Scarcely in any other 
way could I have known so much of the power and 
faithfulness of his promise to give strength according 
to the day, and of his all-sufficiency ; for I had no 
more of what are called sensible comforts than usual, 
but still was supported. I know not how, but I well 
know, that if his arm had not been underneath me, I 
must have sunk like a stone in the water. I learned 
also in that school, not to be so over anxious for my 
friends, when under great trials, as I had been for* 
merly ; for I saw, yea, I felt, that the Lord is able to 
make us equal to any thing which he calls us either 
to do or suffer — HiJ). iii. 17, 18. Though the recol- 
lection of what I had once, and what I now have not, 
is seldom out of my thoughts when awake, yet, through 
mercy, I am quite easy, — the wound is healed, — ^the 
scar only remains, and I allow myself to look often 
iq)on it, because it reminds me of the skill and tender- 
ness of that faithful Friend, who so managed the wound 
he made, for my good, that nothing now but the scar 
appears. It also excites humiliation, and reminds me 
tow well I deserve to have been cut more severely. 
When I see you and Mr. R. together, I am often re- 
minded how it was once with me. I rejoice for you in- 
deed ; I do not envy you ; sometimes I am inclined to 
pity you,^ and to fear you are too happy in each other. 
Oh, may the Lord preserve you from the excess of 
affection, which filled my otherwise happy lifb with 
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asttiiots oaros, and thorns, and otoads, frMti the bi^ii^ 
ning to Che end of our union* IVom ibme the s^paira* 
Oaf;, stroke fteed me ; and, if I hav^ hot had so mmch, 
pleamlba since, neither have I had so maiay pai^^ aiid, 
perhaps, upon the whole, and wh^ all dedueHons are 
made, my widowhood has Wn the happiest fstti Of 
my life ; especially, as the Lord, by the ai^c^on tfn^ 
attention of my dear E., has ^repaired my loss as i4t 
alB the nature of the case will admit* At R. I "was in- 
a pleasing bustle ; here, I have a pleasing i^Kmalt* 
In London, I Ured in n <mmd ; at P. there id a 
crowd in me. Many rain intruders loften tease me 
most at such seasons as I most desire to be freed from 
them ; they follow me into the pulpit, and meet me 
at the Lord's table. I hope I do not lote theln^ er 
Mrish to lodge them I Often in prayer some idle frmejr 
bttz^s about me, aftd atakes me foi^el where I am» 
and what I am doing* I oompa;re. mysek* lo a iom 
upoti his knees before the king^ pleadittg for his lifof 
or retundng thahks for some gftet fovotsr: in the 
midst of his speedi he sees a butterfly ; he Immedii^ 
ately breaks off^ learei^ his spe^h unfinished^ and 
mns aWay to oatch the butterfly. Saeh a man woaM 
be thought mad ; and my vile thoughts prove that I 
am tiot free from spiritual insanity. Is it so t^ith yon? 
I believe it is at some times, and ih some degree^ 
though I iK^pe you sae not so bad as L As we all 
spring from ohe stoek, though oUr features differ, de«- 
provity is the ^mmon family likeness, which rani 
through the whole secies j bat Jestis came into the 
world to save sinnei^ ;— He died for nsj and ^ 

^' Hid bandis infected natare cdre 
Whli sanctifying grace/' 

We bope in a little time to see him as he is. Then, 
emd not before, we shall be completely like him, and. 
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wblte we iM^b^re, bis poedovs \ihoA cleanses us from 
all sidSf and m^km o^. detftetkf^ sfrrioes acceptable 

{ baveanoitbef twe nor room for a list of all to 
wbom I 9iea« to im^ mj lo^te* but, if ^rou viUmake 
oqt r^JiH, a^ B€#A lil t« «e, I ^U aig« it. But tell 
a|^ mho low tbe ISia^cwf , (by wbate^r nanies tbej 
are known) wbether ministers or people^ that i lo¥f 
tb^mi apd^fpf^y t^o^ tb^^l^/to. veward all who 
llieiF^i roe I^(^lfhegs .^ 

. . , Vouf «4<if$tlp9ate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
jPartsiFoo^Qretii, 
^th July, 1799. 



LETTBB CI. 



JH.Y P£AE BIA1>AM, 

I fliDtnst Wnte, lest yon shodd again sv^peet that I 
do. not knre you now so well as formerly. Should 
Satan wbisper ihsA susjocioa in yomr ear aginn, fell 
him from me that I Ioyc you still better every time 1 
sed yen ; but Igrmr old, my eyes &ul, and my letters 
in.f«tin» must he more seldom^ and more brief than 
fyispmriy* BnU dieidd dus^ prove my last, still be 
tMnurod that I hnre yen. Yon and t seem' anxious on 
tbe:Std^|ectpf love, and maiviagei Perhaps if we had 
not levied rather tea much^ we might not have loved 
enough. You may well! be thankfiiL (iat you and 
Mr. &' are united m atfettienv aim., and hope. The 
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fear of overdoing will make you i^ay, and prayer will 
bring in new gnjj^lies of grace, so that I trust tlie 
Lord will continue to bless jou to each other, and to 
many around .you. Dear C. need i^ot hate been 
afraid for the old man. He was not hurt at R. 
Though my eyes, ears, and legs remind me that I am 
growing old, I am almost as young as formerly for 
pulpit service. 

My lungs are good, and I am contenlffto be a talker 
rather than an accurate preacher, and my spirits are 
not worn down by study. I suppose, if it were requi- 
site, Mr. R. could preach an hour upon some parts of 
his medical profession, because he understands it, and 
has it at heart : I trust it is thus with me ; I have 
been long in the school of experience and observation ; 
I hope I love my Saviour, and desire that oth^s 
should love him too, and, when I am called to speak, 
I look to him to put suitable thoughts into my heart, 
and words into my mouth. The knowledge necessary 
to make a good lawyer, physician, or surgeon, is dis- 
persed in many books, but all the knowledge needful 
for a minister lies in one book, and that, in a small 
edition, is but a pocket book. This is a great advan- 
tage. If any thing I can say is made useM eiAer in 
comforting Christ's people, or in adding to their num- 
b^, it is owing to his blessing ! May he have all^tfae 
glory ! 

I must not look so forward as next Summer, net in- 
deed to next week, for I know not what a day may 
bring forth ; but I hope, whether I can come and see 
you or not, I shall hear well of your affiurs; that you 
stand fast in one spirit ^^ striving together for the ftiith 
ci the gospeP' while I remain here ; and we hope to 
meet at last in a better woild. 

We join in love to you and yonr's, and to aH the 
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friends of the Lord Jesus in R. May he guide us all 
by his counsel, and bring us together to behold his 
glorj ! Then shall we sing to the praise of the Lamb 
who was slain, who loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood. 

Bdieve me ever your's and Mr. R.'s 

Affectionate friend, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Coleman-Street, 
Itt October, 1799. 



LETTER CIL 



MY DEAR MADAM, 

I ivnx not say it is time to think of my dear 
inends at R., for I have thought of you daily and 
eft^i, ever since I left you, but it seems high time 
that you should have a written adinowledgment un- 
der my own hand for all the kindness yon shewed 
to myself and dear C. while we were with you. I 
cannot charge myself with want of gratitude to my 
fellow-creatures, but I fall sadly short in my returns 
of thankfulness to Him from whom all blessings, tem- 
poral and spiritual, personal and relative, flow ! That 
I have any friends, that I have numy and such friends 
is owing to his goodness ; for, surely, not one of them 
would have taken notice of me, if he had not secretly 
influenced their hearts. O for grace to enjoy the 
Lord in all his gifts, while we possess them, and lo 
eDJdy them in him whenever he is pleased to recall 
them — ^Hab. iii. 17, 18. How desirable it is to 
roaiRtain a uniform x^nsistent profession ! not to be 
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roUgious by ite and starts on^ dajr in tb& wedt^ or a , 
little of it mopiiuig aad eveni«|^;, but ta be ia '^ tbe 
fear ef tbe Lord 931 the day kuig ;" to ewit Urn always 
before m ; to reeeive all firom b}» b«ads« Md ta do aU 
for his sake ; to hare a referencet in. all to bill gl^ry^ 
and to attempt notbiag but in dependaaoe U|)on his 
strength. Scm^ p^sons are, in their way, religious, 
not wilUngly, bi^ by constraint. They know it is ne- 
cessary ; but they would be better pleased if it were 
noi. They may be compared to some invalids who use 
the cold bath ; not because they like it, but because 
the physician tells them they musij they go in with 
reluctance, and are glad to get out again: but the 
religion of the established advanced believer is thai to 
him, that the river is to the fish; it is his element; he 
swims in it ; and, if any thing occasionally interrupts 
his communion with his Grod md Se^ioov^ be is, as we 
commonly say, like a fish out of water. If he- eannot 
rejoice in the Lord, his next pleasure is to seek him, 
sorrowing, till he find him. Then, a prison would be a 
palaoe, and^ till then, a palaeaia little better tbaa a dun^ 
geon« Do not sui^ose that I i^fn, very spiritual baoaiise 
i write tbiifi. It is easy to write and talk; it ia. ooe 
thing to see and describe the deUoaoies of a^somiitaeva 
table, and another thing, to sit down and pavtake of 
the feast. Yet I trust it is my dearer ta have the idea 
realized in my soul^ and that Mjp. a»d Mra« R. are^ 
like-minded. WeU, if tbe Lord has given ua tbia de- 
sire, be wiU, jiot disfqppoint it. By a patient peraev^- 
ing use of his medicmes, (the ^^inted means o£ 
grace and affliction) and by a careM obseiwaee (rfl 
the prescribed regimen, we shall get forwaid, i£ sbwlyy 
yet surely. In pri^rtion as we grow in the knew^ 
ledge of Je6U» we shall grow in gftice, for be is- both 
the source aoid the pattern of our jsaaetifieatien* 
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But die old man is soon wesried with writing, and 
lie tells me he must leave off; but I say, not, till he 
has tdd yon that he deaiiy loves yon, and has 
promised (by the Lord's hdp) to pray for you and 
yonr^s. The dd man does this heartily; but says 
again that he muti lay down his pen, when he has 
svdbscribed himself. 

Dear sir and madam, 
Yomr very affectionate and obliged, 
JOHN NEWTON. 
JPdrtawood Green, 
35Ui July, 1800. 



LETTER cm. 



MY DEAR MADAM AND 8IR, 

I THANK you for your prompt and kind inritation ; 
bat, as I stand engaged to preach a sermon, next Sun- 
day, for the ddiyery of poor married women at their 
own houses, I cannot set out before Tuesday, the 12th. 
We can stay, if you please, till the company yon ex- 
pect are near coming to you, and Aen we can either 
return, or go forward to S., as Providence may appoint. 
May the Lord direct our steps ! Pray, that if we are 
permitted to meet, the Lord may be with us, that our 
hearts may mutually bum within us. Believers are 
like coals, they can neither, feel, nor communicate 
warmth, unless first kindled by the fire from aboye. 
The Lord's cause at R. is much upon my heart, and I 
love my friends there very dearly ; but I dare not say 
that I aj^roTC of their endeayours to draw regular min- 

M 
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ittere from the places where the Lord has placed Aem, 
and continues to own their labours. The rule ^* de as 
you would be done by*' is of general and easy apjAiea- 
tiim. What would you have thought, had it been 
possible that any proposals oould have induced ttn C. 
to relinquish R., and go to ano&er people? O ! than 
let us remember, that others have like fbelings with 
ourselves in similar cases. 

I trust you will excuse my freedom . I am not dis- 
posed to flatter ; aad least of all when I love. As to 
myself, | have much to be thankful for; my bedth 
and appetite are good, my sleep suflfeient, my little 
family well, attentive, and affectionate; I still preach, 
and they tell me not much worse than formeriy. I 
have little to say of lively frames, and sensible com- 
forts ; but I am helped to believe the Bible; thence I 
derive my support ; there I read of the power, wisdom, 
love, compassion, and faithfulness of the great Redeem- 
er, and his precious promises to make all things work 
together for good to those whom he has taught to love 
him. 

K the Ltffd ha§ been^ pleased to do good to Mr* 6. 
throujl^ lawuit hy me; I have came te be thtokM. 

Had net ^ ■ been ill, I should not have seen Uiii. 

** Hie way of man is not in himself, it i» not iA man 
that walketh to direct his steps/' Ten theusanAbkM- 
ings rest upon you both i Pray for us. Wfy eye^begin 
to say, ** leave oft*' 

I am. 
Your very obliged and afRsctleiiate, 
JOHN NETWOlf . 

ColcmMi-Street, 
4AMay,180U 
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LETTER CIV. 



MY TERY DEAR FRIENDS, 

It seems high time that I should address a line to 
jou aa a testimony of my loi^e and gratitude ; . other- 
lyise, it will scarcely be wwih pestagei andall my 
gentlemen are so dispersed that I oanaot {Nrocure a . 
frank. My dear — returned ttom Rv wovse than 
she went ; she was afterwards with our friends at D. 
and rather wovse than'better there* But she iftper«- 
fectly satisfied with her present situation^ and ^i^ 
presses no wish to leave it. Thus my Lord affords me 
sweetening and alleviationft to my trial. Tbia trial is 
at present my only <me« My health, is good, and lay 
family well and peaceful. I am sUU enabled to preach, 
and still heard with acceptance* I hope some otfievs 
are benefited and encouraged in theur afflietionsy by 
observing, his goodness in supporting vm, I eanaeC 
say much of sensible aunfovt; indeed I nev^ could, 
but I am satisfied in my better jjsdgment that the Lord 
has wise reasons, luad worthy of Us love aad fidtlsifijil- 
ness ; that the issue shall be to hia glory (n^ick ouf^t 
to be my highest end) and to our final bc^aefit. May 
he enable me to act, wait, pray, hope, and submit so, 
as not to dishonomr my profession ! This is my chief 
jnrayer for myself, in which I trust yott will join. 
^^ When my spirit is overwhelmed within me, the Lord 
sees my paths." He has said, *' My grace is sufficient 
for thee ; " and I trust his word will be fulfilled. I am 
now called to practise the lessons of patience, sub- 
mission and hope, myself, which I have often proposed 
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to others. If God is pleased for a season that I should 
be like the bush which Moses saw, cov^^ with flames 
and not consumed, the event will be to his glory, and 
I doubt not for our good. I am not my own. As a 
sinner I have no riffhi to complain, as a bdiever I 
have no reason to complain, for he will choose better 
for me upon the whole than I could if I might for my- 
self. He has delivered, he does deliver, and I trust 
he will yet deliver. My whole history has been a 
series of marvellons mercies: how ungrateM should 
I be to distrust him ! yet thus I should do were I left 
to myself; but he says, " I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee/' I build upon his promises ; he has done, 
be does, he will do all things well. Glory be to his 
name! My eyes get worse, and I sometimes think I 
may quite lose my sight. But, if I should never see 
after to-day, I should have abm^buit cause to be 
thankfiil, not only for the use of my eyes for more 
than 76 years, but that the Lord disposed and enabled 
me to make some proper use of them. By his blessing 
some of my books have been acceptable and useful to 
his peojde. He can make them so after I am removed 
from the earth. The Lord bless you both and all dear 
to yon abundantly. My love to all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincenty. I have neither eyes nOr 
paper to mention names. 

Believe me. 
Your affectionate and obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON, 

Coleman-Street, , 

91st August, 1801. 
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LETTER CV. 



HY I>SA& MADAM, 

Tbb first inttmatiM we had of your husband's iU* 
jams imis aoeomptmied with the news ai his recovery , 
wUdi I was thaiyrfiil for, as it sarred me from the 
anxiety I shoaM havie <ytherwise felt, belh for him and 
you ; for yoa are bo& Teiy dear to me. I have now 
only to joni yon in praise to ^ great Physician, to 
whom the issues fh>m death belongs and to pray that 
Ae lale aAiction may be sanctified to you bodi. Let 
as praise the Lord tm Savioar, who paidonedi all our 
sins, and healeth all our diseases. Oiir tim^ aie in 
his hands. O may the liwBs he iffpleased to prolong be 
46^roted to him who sweat blood in Gethsemane, and 
4iied in agonras upon the cross to^redeem as from ap* 
ftwacldng wrath, and to open to us the way to emr^ 
lasting life. May we desiie to prove oixraelves fe!«- 
lowers Gi iam who w^ mer Ms enemies, and prayed 
for his murderers while they were nailing him to the 
cross. I am ar sinner, I feel my need of daily midti- 
plied forgiveness, and my Lord has said, "When ye 
pray, forgive, if ye have aught against any.'' If he 
has remitted to me a debt of ten thousand talents, I 
dare not take a fellow*servant by the throat for a few 
pence. In my right mind, and while pleading before 
the Lord for the mercy I hourly need, I dare not 
indulge resentment if a person spit in my face, for 
my Saviour was spit upon for my sake, and bore it 
patiently. 

I am five m o nt hs advanced in niy 78di year ; my 
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time of departure cannot be far off, and whether I 
shall eTer see R. or you again, the Lord alone knows ; 
but I can truly say, that, though absent in the flesh, I 
am often present with you in the Spirit, and whether 
I may live to see you again or not, the prayer of my 
heart is, and I trust will be for dear Mr. and Mrs. R.. 
that you may stand fast, in one heart and mind, strtv* 
ing together for the faith q£ the gospd. May the 
Lord bless you in yourselves and in each other, and 
make yoo a blessing to many ! May he, who, when he 
Wffii rich, became'poor for our sakes^ by the foroe of his 
example, and the power of his grace, fill you with a 
spirit of expanded bencTolence, that you may have the 
honour and pleasure of imitating him who went about 
doing good! and may you hear him say at last 
^^ Inasmuch as ye did it to the least of these for my 
sake, ye did it unto me." 

My dear E.—— unites with me in lore; she is 
better, but not well. The Lqrd has done great things 
for us, and will do still m(H«. Yet at times I am 
ready to £unt. Thus I am learning by slow degrees, 
that without him I can do nothing. 

Your affectionate and obliged, 

JOHN NEWTON. 

Coleman-^treet, 
Nov. 29th, 1802. 



THE END. 



BAKBR AND SON, PRINTERS, tOVTBAMPTON. 
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